APPENDIX F
COLLECTIONS OF WITNESS STATEMENT

The following Initial Witness Statements were taken by Special Agent Nicholas F.
Siebert 3702; Special Agent Clarence NMN Joubert IT1, 3958; and Special Agent
Warren D. Worth 5434. Gregory Alan Lavryk (29 April 2000 @ 18:55)
Ivan Kendrick Smith (30 Apr @ 19:00)

David Lorin Fischer (29 April @ 19:02)
Paul Alan Lenmark (29 April @ 19:08)
George Aurelio Dominguez (29 April @ 19:37)
James Edward Lawton {29 April @ 22:20)
Gary Tyler Humphrey (29 April @ 23:09)
Kennith Charles Perry (29 April @ 22:20)
Bert Edward Thomas (29 April @ 23:05)
Oded Shalom (29 April @ 23:58)

Melvin James Tenneson (29 April @ 23:59)
David William Bloemker (30 April @ 00:39)
James Hargrave Veitch (30 April @ 01:12)
Michael Sean Bradley (30 April @ 01:30)
Thomas Orval Roach (30 April @ 01:32)
Mark Anthony Musitano (30 April @ 1:58)
Ivan Kendrick Smith (30 April @ 02:02)
Mathew Cory Lyons (30 April @ 02:10)
David Gregory Hade (1 May @ 11:37)

The following Initial Witness Statements were taken by Investigator Robert P. Neill, 6"
Military Police Group, Criminal Investigation Division, U.S. Army

William Harris Cramer {1 May @ 10:38)

Lance Michael Clouser (1 May @ 15:47)

Murray Taylor .
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Charlie Brown Interview/w Leonard Wehking 5/9/2000
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Q

Were you filming the jump?

Mike Brady and T were hoth filming at the jump spot.

What did you see?

I jumped second load. Four of us were assigned to stay as a
ground crew to relieve first ground crew. My assignment was
working the video. The first ground crew went back to Jjump.
The plan came threw streams, wind a little wore erratic.
FPirst 4 man stick came out. I recorded the first
smokejumper to land and thac was Mel. The next was Micch
and the last two were in progress. I heard Veitch say,
“Drogue in tow, drogue in tow, get a camera on that!* I
took my eye off the camera to find Dave Liston halfway
through his decent. I never put my eye back up to the
camera. I was stunned. I was hoping I'd see him deplay. T
didn't know if I was successful in capturing it. Veitch
said we’ve got a man down let’s go. I went to grabbed my
radio and when I went back the vehicles were gone so I went
to record Tom Roaches gear. We all thought it was Roach
that had a malfunction because of the jump order. Imnitially
we didn‘t see two malfunctions. I saw a drogue ride to the
ground then somecne rode a reserve in. Confusion occurred.
As I headed to Roach’'s gear Bruce Ford and Tom headed out to
the road to get a ride to the site. I turned on the camera
and stated the time.

What did you see when Dave was falling?

He definitely was not kicking. His arms were not moving.
His drogue looked normal. Straight up and down.

How high was he?

1200 feecr?

What was the color of the drogue?

I want to say orange.

Did you see any color?

No.
Oscillations?
No, everything looked normal. I’'m just assuming he’d

already pulled his handles.

Which way was he facing?

I think he was facing northeast with his right side facing
me. I feel his hands were right there (Demongtrated reserve
levell.

Winds?

Winds at the ground were out of the west (to the east)

Either the same day or the day before I remembered Dave
asking if something was a problem as in, Do you think this
is a problem? And indicated an area around his left gide 3
rings.
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Charlie Brown interview w/Kathy Hull
5/9/00

Bradley and Brown were cameramen, not Silks

was on the ground w/Murray Taylor, assigned to a camera when accident occurred

reports winds were more erratic in direction for the 3* jump

he wasn’t filming cxits; it was hard to zoom and keep the subject in the frame; he filmed the final
turn and landing

Tennyson and Decotea plus 2 others were on final turn as the next 4-man stick exited behind his
back. The lens was at a wide angle to catch the landings, then he heard Veitch.

% way thru Liston’s fall, he found him with his eye, not the camera. He didn’t film anymore;
was stunned. He doesn’t know if he captured it or not. He held the camera in the direction he
was looking.(He demonstrated a turn over his right shoulder to see the reported drogue in tow)
He thought they’d need directions from the paine, so he went to get a radio . When he returned
all the vehicles were gone so he used the camera to record Tom Roach’s scene.

Pau! Enmark(?) coordinated the plane at the jump spot; Decotea gathered gear at the jump spot.
Everyone thought Roach had the malfunction because of the positions in the jump list. He didn’t
se 2 malfunctions - he saw Liston in drogue.

Cramer saw Roach, not Liston and radioed that no, he did have a canopy

Bruce Ford ran to meet Roach. Brown walked over to that site and could tell that it was Roach.
That's the first time he knew who it was at that site. Roach was an EMT and lef for the Liston
site.

Brown began filming the Roach site about 5 minutes after he observed Liston fall.

People got rides with cars coming down the road from post.

Didn’t see any arm or leg movement; no kicking or flailing; Liston was in body position, not
spinning. Brown first saw him ¥ way thru the fall; he couldn’t find him with the camera
viewfinder, so he looked with his eyes. He watched 12 seconds of the fall until the tree line.

Q: Wehking: What color was the drogue?

A: Brown: maybe orange?

Brown assumes the handles were already pulled because he didn’t see any arm movements
Birch Hill was in view with the tree line further out. “I don’t think I saw him in blue sky”. It
was a sunny day. He thinks he saw Liston’s right side when he looked over his shoulder. Liston
was facing NE. He had a profile view. Doesn’t recall a head posture.

It was a sunny day. Winds died down from the 1% two loads but changed direction. Wind was
blowing from the E for this jump; it had been blowing toward the N before. Speed was about 3
mph for winds.

Brown has corrected vision with contacts.

He noted that Liston mentioned something out of place, “Does this need to be fixed?” recently.
He doesn’t remember who Liston said it to or which day he heard it in passing.
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Charlie Brown interview with Kipp Wager 5/9/00

Q:

Hi (Introductions)

I was wondering when you were going to talk to me.

We’ve been trying ta find out all of the witness and where
they were standing, there were a lot of witnesses.

I running the camera at the jump spot.

Oh really, we’ve been trying to figure out who was running
the cameras, there were two right? Which side were you
standing on?

On the right, Mike Bradley was filming on the other.

You completed a jump that day didn’t you, can you describe
what happened after landing?

I was on Jump 2. There were four people on the second
landing assigned ground positioms. Others ran back to the
base for the final load. My assignment was working the
video. Murray Taylor and four others were watching at the
gite. We had a half hour to kill, and there was some
goofing around on the camera, you probably saw that. Murray
Taylor was telling a story. The plane came out and dropped
streamers. Winds were more erratic. They put out the first
four jumpers. It was hard to put the camera in long range,
so I was taping finals. The first four man atick came out,
Mel Tennison first landed, Mitch Decouteau next. Two were
turning final. While this is happening, the next sLick was
exiting behind my back. I brought the camera in close, then
back to wide angle to watch the first two land. Then I
heard Veitch say, "Drogue in tow”. I turned and tried to
find it with my eye in the view finder and couldn’t see
anything, so I held the camera away, I saw Dave about half
way through his descent and held the camera over my
shoulder, pointing in that direction and hoping it would
pick up what I was looking at and kept the camera pointed in
that direction. Jim Veich said, “Got a man down, let’s go.”
1 don’t remember turning the camera off. I ran toward the
pickups on the road, splashing through some water and
realized that nobody had a radio, so I ran back to the gear
and got a radio, ran back and found that all of the vehiclies
were gone. Once I realized that all of the vehicles were
gone. Then I went back to record Tom Roach’'s chute after he
ianded. Paul and Mark coordinated communications with the
aircraft. Mike Decouteau and Dave. I went to Roach’s
regserve.

At what point did you realize that it was Dave Liston that
had the malfunction?

We all thought it was Roach that had the malfunction.
According to the paperwerk, it was Roach.

(BREAK TAKEN AT THIS POINT)

when did you know it was Roach under the reserve.

I could tell it was Roach by the gear that he wears.

Who did you think would be at the landing sitc where you saw
the jumper with the reserve deployed land there?

Liston, as it indicated on the paperwork.

Descrihe what. you saw when went out to the reserve chute on
the ground.
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As I went out to Roach’s chute, Bruce and Roach left, since

Roach was an EMT. After about five minutes I began filming,

and gave a time. -

Do you know if Bruce was an EMT?

Bruce may or may not be an EMT.

Describe what you saw, while watching Dave’'s fall.
He was not kicking. I didn’'t see arms waving. His
body was straight up and down. The drogue was deployed
and appeared normal. I spent about two seconds im the
camera, couldn’t see, then looked when I saw him half
way, abour 12 seconds of free fall from the time I saw
him. Everything loocked normal, not spinning. He fell
at a straight angle down. ’

What color was the drogue?
Orange.

Did you see any cother colors?
No.

Did you see any other body movement, oscillating,
kicklng, arms fLlailing?

It locked normal for someone falling under drogue. I
made an asgumption when I saw him he had already pulled
his handles since I didn’t see his right arm go out.

Can you point in the air, and show us about what angle
you first saw him? ‘

I saw him at 30 degrees (points 30 degrees).
What was on the horizon?

The landing spot is open, there is a spruce tree in the
distance.

Do you recall geeing the towers on Birch Hill.
I don‘t think, I don’t remember seeing the towers.
Which way was he facing?

He was facing, I was looking at his right side, so Dawve
was falling facing north east.

Did at any time during the fall see him put his hands
up?

Maybe his hands were up.

Do you recall the position of his head, pointed back,
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leaned forward?
I don’t recall the position of his head.
What kind of day was it.

Sunny, the winds had died down, they changed in
direction 180 degrees, erratic.

Which way was the wind blowing?

The ground wind was blowing to the east, 270 degrees,
before it had died down it was blowing toward north a
couple 100 yards of drift.

Did you have any conversation with Dave that day, and
what was his attitude?

Said “good morning”, he had an up attitude, like he is
aeveryday.

Do recall that morning or the morning before, passing
Dave Liston talking to someone, perhaps about a problem
with his gear.

I remember him asking if this was a problem and
pointing to his right shoulder area.

Is there anything else you remember about that
conversation, who he was talking to.]

No.
Thank you for your time, is there anything else you

would like to add? If you think of anything give me a
call.
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SWORN STATEMENT
For yze of this form, see AR 190-45: the proponest agncy & D0CSOPS
LOCATION DBATE TIME @ FILE NUMBER
"{ Fort Wainwright, AK 30 Ap‘ri?%l) Dol 39
LAST NAME, FIRST I'IAME:IE]DLE NAME SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER GRAADE/STATUS
BLOEMKER David William T GS-6

DRSANIZATION DR AUDRESS
USDI bureau of Land Management, Fairbanks, AK 99701

IFL David W. BLOEMKER - WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER DATH:

On 29 Apr 00, at approximately 1600 Mel TENNESON, Mitck DECOTEAU, Mike LAMBRIGHT, Gary HUMPHREY,
Oded SHALOM, TomROACH, David LISTON, and myself bearded the CASA 212 for a training jump and were airbome
shortly after we boarded. Approximatcly 10 later we were over the zone where we dropped streamess to cstablish the
drift of the wind. Once the drifi was ¢stablished the aircraft climbed to 3,000 feet we then hooked up our static line o our
extenders the spotter then gave us our jumnp briefing to make sure that we were ready and to understand what was going on
outside the aircraft. We then tumed on 1o our final approach to the drop zone and did our 4 point checks, then the spotter
waiched 1o sce when the drop was cuming and made surc that the static lines were clear be then told us to get ready and when
it was time to go he began to slap each of us on the back wich is our signa! 1o exit the aircraft. I was the fourth person out the
door of the aircraft. | exited my parachute opened and [ flew it to the landing zone. I really didn't know that anything was
wrong til | was about 200 fi. from the ground, that is when I started poticing rumming arcund on the ground faster than
they normally did but { dido't kmow what was wrung. | gut vn e ground then saw HREY land and be tole me thy
he saw someone ride their drogue all the way to the groand. Whenwegotonthegmundtheywmewmingg;nchmmd T
we only counted 7 parachutes and it took everyone a little while to reatize that thers had been a malfunction. There was wasn 't
anything that I could do about the malfunction so [ just packed up my gear and went out to the road. [ then went back and just
started moving people gear up to the road for it 10 be picke up.
Q: What stick was LISTON?
2nd stick
: go you know what nuraber in the stick LISTON was?

o

: What was LISTON's attitude like this past week?
: Like always in a good mood lively, like he always is.
: What was LISTON’s attitude like right before the jump?
: [ didn't really notice, there was nothing distinct, he was acting normal.
: Did you exit the aircraft before LISTON?
Yes.
: gid you see LISTON exit the aircraft?
0,
: Did you see LISTON fall to the ground?
No

How long has LISTON been parachuting?

: This is his third year smokejurnping.

Was LISTON a very profficient jumper’

: Yes 1 would say that he was profficient.

: Do you know if LISTON has ever had a malfunction before?

: I heard that he had a malfunction on a smoke jump 2 years ago and handled it flawlessly.
: Did you see who performed the buddy check on LISTON?

: No I didn't.

: What other equipment checks were done before the jump?

: The spotter and assistant spotter check all of your 3 ring attachments, and then we perform a four point check where we
check all 3 handles and the lower Reserve Static Line (RSL).

Q: go you know who packed LISTON's parachute?

A: No.

Q: Do you know what type of parachute LISTON was using?

A: No, it was one of two more than likely, it was either a Trilobe or a DC-7.

Q: Do you know what type of reserve LISTON was using?

A T think it was a MT18.

Q: Who was the sporer and assistant spotter on the jump?

A: The spotter was Bill CRAMER and the assistant spotter was Dave HADE. bB
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TXHIDIT INTIALS OF PERSOM MAKING STATEMENT
Page1oF 2 PaGES
ABOITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING S TATEMENT OF TAREN AT DATED CONTIVUED.
THE BOTTOM OF EACH ADDITIONAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE IMITIALS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE STATEMENT ARD SE INITIALED AS “PAGE
OF PABES. ™ WHEN ADDITIONAL PAGES ARE UTNIZED, THE BACK OF PASE | WL BE LINED OUT, AND THE
STATEMENT WiLL 8E CONCLUDED ON THE REVERSE SIOE OF ANOTHER COPY OF THIS FORM.
DA FORM 2823, JUL 72 SUPERSEDES DA FORM 2823, 1 JAN 68, WHICH WiLL BE USED. APPC V1. 10

For official use only Exhibit
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SWORN STATEMENT
For use of this form, sse AR 196-45; the prponest sgency isoocmrs
, [ ocaTion DATE ‘ FILE NUMBER
Fort Wainwright, AK 30 April 2000 "oo: 79 ied
LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, JRIDDLE NAME SOCIAL SECURSTY NUMBER. GRADE/STATUS -
BLOEMKER David William - GS-6
ORGAMIZATION OR ADDRESS
USDI bureau of Land Management, Fairbanks, AK 99701
IFL David W. BLOEMKER , WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWANG STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

Cn 29 Apr 00, at approximately 1600 Mel TENNESON, Mitch DECOTEAU, Mike LAMBRIGHT, Gary HUMPHREY,
Oded SHALOM, TomROACH, David LISTON, and myself hoarded the CASA 212 for a training jump and were aithome
shortly after we boarded. Approximately 10 later we were over the drop zone where we dropped streamers to establish the
drift of the wind. Once the drift was established the aircraft climbed to 3,000 feet we then hooked up our static line to our
extendersthesponerthengaveusour]umpbru:ﬁugtomakemethatwewererudyandtomdemandwhatwasgomgon
cutside the airccaft. We then turned on to our final approach to the drop zone and did our 4 point checks, then the spotter
waiched 10 see when the drop was coming and made sure that the static lines were clear he then told us to get ready snd when
it was time t0 go he began to siap each of us on the back wich is our signal to exit the aircraft. I was the fourth person out the
door of the aircraft. I exited my parachuie opened and I flew it 1o the landing zone. I really dida't¢ know that anything was
wrong til I was about 200 ft, from the ground, thatnwhmimmdmncandpeople around on the ground faster than
they normally did but 1 didn't know what was wrong. [ got on the ground landmdhetoldmctha
be saw someone ride their drogue ali the way to the ground. When we got on the ground they were counting utes and
we only counted 7 parachutes and it took everyone a little while to realize that there had beep 2 malfunction. was wasn'
anything that I could do about the malfunction o I just packed up my gear and went out to the road. 1 then went back and just
started moving people gear up to the road for it 10 be picke up.
Q: What stick was LISTON?
: 2nd stick
: go you know what number in the stick LISTON was?

0,
: What was LIS’I‘ON 5 attitude like this past week?
: Like always in a good mood lively, like he always is.
: What was LISTON's attitudc like right before the jump?
I didn't really notice, there was nothing distinct, he was acting normal.
gid you exit the aircraft before LISTON?

es.
Did you scc LISTON cxit the aircraft?

0.
gid you see LISTON fall to the ground?
0.
How long has LESTON been parachuting?
This is his third year smokejumping.
. Was LISTON a very profficient jumper?
: Yes I would say that he was profficient.
: Do you know if LISTON has ever had a malfunction before?
: [ heard that he had a malfunction on a smoke jump 2 years ago and handled it flawlessly.
: Did you see who performed the buddy check on LISTON?
: No I didn't.
' What other equipment checks were done before the jump?
: The spotter and assistant spotter check all of your 3 ring attachments, and then we perform a four point check where we
check all 3 handles and the lower Reserve Static Line (RSL).
g ]1310 you know who packed LISTON's parachute?
: No,
Q: Do you know what type of parachute LISTON was using?
A: No, it was one of two more than likely, it was either a Trilobe or a DC-7.
Q: Do you know what type of reserve LISTON was using?
A: I think it was a MT1S,
Q: Who was the spotter and assistan: spotter on the jump?
A: The spotter was Bill CRAMER and the assistant spotter was Dave HADE, DD

> OPOPOFOPOPOPOrOPREQROPC

EXHIBIT INTIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT
) PAGE1OF 2 PAGES
ACDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING “STATEMENT OF TAKENAT _____ DATED CONTINUED.
THE BOTTOM (F EACH ADDITIONAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE INITIALS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE STATEMENT AND BE TIALED &S “PAGE
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SWORN STATEMENT
For use of this form. sae AR 160-45; the prepanent sgency is 0OCSOPS
LOCATION DATE TME FILE NUMBER
Fort Wainwright, AK 30 April 2000 ot e -00 -0
LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIDOLE NAME SOCIAL SECURITY BER GRADEISTATUS
BRADLEY, Michael Sean | b Ccwv
DRGANIZATION OR ADORESS

US Department of the interior, Alaska Fire Service, Fort Wainwright, AK 99703

., Michael S. BRADLEY WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

On 29 April 2000, about 1545 hours, myself, ivan SMITH, lim VEACH and Paui LENMARK, Ken PERRY, loaded the
aircraft for our jump. After we were on the drop zone, along River Road, we stayed there and waited for the other loads to
jump. When third load dropped I saw parachutes open, I had my camera on, everyone was yelling drogue n oe, meaning thadg
someone's main parachute did not open. It is a malfunction that we train for. Inever saw the j with the malfunction
falling down, because I was looking through my camera, trying to get it adjusted. Everyone but LENMARK went (o the
vehicles and procecded toward Birch Hill to find the jumper. 1 went with them and we stopped at the intersection where you
turn to proceed 1o the Ski Lodge. There was another ruck parked where we stopped. We got out of the vehicles and began to
search through the woods for the jumper. While looking through the woods, I heard someone yell that they had found him, I
ran to toward the person who was yelling, When [ got there I saw the j laying on his left side, He was fully suited, his
haroess was still on and his helmet was still on. I thought it was David N who was on the pround. I jumped in and
bclggrnoﬁsistjng with CPR. lvan SMITH, Ken PERRY [ think was getting equipment out, Matt LYONS [ believe was holding
L 'S head. Everyonc was moving around and rotating with each other on the CPR because they becoming eahausted.
‘We continued this about 10 minutes, until someone arrived with a board. We then rolled him on the board and some of the ﬁrrJ
department personnel carried him out. I walked with them to the ambulance, [ was ventilating him with a Bag Valve Mask 10
provide him oxygen. When we got to the road, [ got inside of the ambulance with LISTON and road with them to the Basset
Army Community Hospital.
Q. When was this parachute juinp scheduled?
A, The jump was scheduie about iast Monday, 24 April 2000.
Q. What of Aircraft was LISTON jumping from?
A. LISTON was jumping from a Casa-212.
Q. Who was the pilot of the aircrafi?
A_ The Capuain of the Aircraft was Chris EIESLE, the co-pilot was Stoney.
Q. What type of parachutes was used by David LISTON?
A. achtlle parachute was either Paraflight DC-7 or a Quantum tri-lobe main parachute and a ParaFlight MT-15 reserve
arachute.
& . What was the plannerd aitimde of the jump?
. 3000 feet above ground level.
‘Who packs the parachutes used by the jumpers?
The main parachutes are packed by the jumpers themselves and the reserves are packed by a certified rigger.
How often has LISTON jumped?
This jump was his forth or fifth jump this year. { know he was here the last two years and he was jumping then,
. Did you notice anything that appeared wrong with LISTON’S equipment when you arrived at his body?
. No. I only concentrated on assisting with CPR.
. When was the last time you spoke with LISTON?
. I had spoken to LISTON prior to me going on my jump, it was in a group and everyone was just talking back and fourth,
. How was LISTON'S demeanor during the past three days?
. He appeared 10 be pretty talkative, basically being his normal self.
. Ar¢ you a certificd Emergency Medical Technician?
. Yes, 1 am cenified through the state of Alaska.
. gid you observe anyone else with a parachute malfunction?
0.
- How common are parachute malfunctions with your organization?
. Not very comnmeon,  have heard like 1 in 1000 jumps.
Where are the parachutes maintined prior to the jumps?
. The parachutes are kept in the parachute loft, which is secured by locking doors.
. Did you record any ol the incident on video with you camera?
- 1did not, but [ think Jim VEACH had a camera and he may have recorded it.
Do you have anything else you would like to add to this starement concerning this investigation?
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STATEMENT (Contioved! .. S
A. No. ///End of Statement///
|
AFFIDAVIY
|, Michael S. BRADLEY . HAVE READ DR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIE STATEMENT
WICH BEGIES OM PAGE 1 AND ENOS DN PAGE 2 . VALY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE
BY ME. THE STATEMENT 15 TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INTIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAMNNG THE STATEMENT. | HAYE MADE THS
STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT OF PUMISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL ENELUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INOUCEMENT.
WATNESSES: &iumdunnuNWMMnltlumulmuhunhwm_ o
s or oathe, this 30th  day of April .._me 00
st _Fort Wainwright, Alaska ﬂﬁ
o rt ST
ORGAMZATION OR ADORESS [Simerare of Pascie Asministaring Doth!
Ronald S. YEATTS
{Tymed Waewe of Parcen Asimivictoring Dt/
Article 136 (b) (4), UCMI]
ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS (Awthority Te Adwinkter Qathy)
INTTIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT
X ’@3 PASE 2 OF 2 PAGES

USAPPC ¥1.10

APPENDIX F - 10




7:'/7’25 4’7 Q@ Ceoent %ﬁ’f’“‘*”' 0/ W,{‘,/ L zxrees  oer
%c '?,roona/ fc’/é/!/? A J)?UE_ Z:;}gp,‘g iea(—’

\ : nef Sh/g‘é

e e T ! -
g2y oflor!

e ele cow Y
Losye Mok MJ Jo M‘g“"},

L Lanare/

Q\ I sfecw'\tl‘j_ Re meme H""?L '2

i Fhs s 11£Fan§<’ Yhe 6/?//4444’
L) oyt s ks
£ o 1 (fércéef P

\34"“’ carlger o, sceen
. L T hlh hatls o PR
Y CQMM\.'C( d‘xﬁw\e‘;"”“b Yha ual WM /tar'hes,s e re fonq

Q’\GW\ Y {\,ta’ on  bhe Aiser ’r c‘/uSr; @‘rof,ﬁl\ ;Qa,/ea5e g’ ﬂ%u/u /@/M/
: 4 4 .

b snap  chockbs & Tokwh Lk

Fee wHheee r% rsers  udere I/‘Usf“

Lmember  pof  moves meeh o5t céaruj #y orer aj/ ,'M/e;/'c«, was
wwgh o g Labn a1 el doitles 25
‘e hoiwber e.ufc-'\z & Leé; stap ¢ a nofler et oy (r e A e wbs
fap- T onhoske ome  corbeomen fm | gt | ihy cear mo comapry
!, d;a:ff Aser ~ T Duid Pemenber fﬁt ﬁdé/fa,/ sty were Jhad [
¥ ¥, ¥ y’-ac‘.tp{ qécwx al /ﬂﬂ?‘— éu)L ) a,.,//a/ S =
a5 weuld g;af af s car\s,o/ef"'i
how-  loW  +ha op (sec loaps wgle | | ; [f”,

\' ﬁﬁ/ Hoy) 355 ﬁ{/ﬁ/

APPENDIX F ~ |1

\



This statement is in regard to incident at Birch Hill that resulted in the death of Dave
Liston.

We had a normal take off on runway 24 and climbed to 1500 feet for our initial streamer
drop. We climbed up to 3000 feet AGL for the jump. We had to hold for a while until a
single engine airplane cleared the area, then we did the drops. | didn’t know anything
was wrong until we started circling back farther to the northwest. My job is to monitor
the radios on VHF frequencies, watch the gauges and look for any traffic. We circled
several times before anyone saw the chute. Then we came back and landed.

’ @CA [
Stoney Bauer ij
N

Pl Lo > oLt
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SWORN STATEMENT

File Number : 0062-00-CID209~5H9B
Location : Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-7840

Date w¥: 01 May 2000 Time: 9888 /033 wH(-

Statement Of: CRAMER, WILIIJAM HARRIS

SSN : ‘* Grade/status: GS-9

Org/Address : ALASKA FIRE SERVICE (SMOKE JUMPERS), FORT WAINWRIGHT, AK
99703

—— e sk e el e T S T T U T W G Sk S W S S S S S e e S T A S —— ——— — — -

WwHEC I, WILLIAM H. CRAMER, WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

Dave Liston and Thomas Roach Malfunction on April 29, 2000.
Liston and Roach successfully c leted rookie training inl99s
under my supervision as Lead Rookle Trainer and this was the
beginning of their third year as Alaska Smokejumpers. As :
Training Supervisor for the Alaska Smokejumpers I was
responsible for the format, scheduling, and operation of the
refraesher training that Dave Liston and Thomas Roach
participated in from April 24 through April 29. Additionally, I
wag the spottaer of J~17 (CASA 212 Jumpship) when Dave Licton and
Thomas Roach experienced their malfunctions. The 2000 season
refresher training was extended from the customary 5 day
duration to 6 days. This was done to minimize time pressure on
both instructors and refreshers throughout the refresher
training. Both Liston and Roach performed well in classroom,
unit training, and the four previous jumps. Listons and Roachs
malfunctions occurred on the the third jump load of the day. It
was the second jump of the day for both Liston and Roach. Their
first jump went well with good accuracy. After landing and '
bagging gear they returned to the jumg base along with the
ground crew (myself, Dave Bloemker, Mike Lambright) for the last
load. Prejump procedures were routine. All jumpers received
buddy checks (prejump equipment checks) on the ground. I
gerformed both Listons and Roachs buddy checks. Listons belly

ands were not routed through the d-rings of his harness. I
routed them correctly, went back a previous step, and found
everything else to be in order. Roachs equipment was in order
with no nistakes. _

Following the equipment check I called out the load in reverse
order to board the aircraft. Prior to boarding all jumpers
received a final 3-ring and main container pin check performed
by myself and the assistant spotter, Dave Hade. On the final
check I inspected the left riser 3 ring and the main container
pin. Dave Hade inspected the right riser 3-ring and the drogue
3 ring. No problems with the 3-rings (main riser 3-rings and
drogue 3~-ring) or main container pin were present. Jumpers were
on board J-17 at 1617 with a time off of 1626. Jumpspot sizeup
and streamers were also routine. The initial set of streamers
showed a fair amount of "up" air and approximately 100 yds of
drift to the ESE. The check set of streamers made it into the
spot with a normal descent rate. Communication was established
with the jump spot (Paul Lenmark) to inquire of wind conditions
on the ground. Paul informed me the winds were light and
variable but generally in line with the streamers. Upon arrival
at jump altitude, 3000 'AGL, I briefed the first stick of four
jumpers (Mel Tenneson, Mitch Decoteau, Mike Lambright, and Dave
Bloemker). After the briefing was completed, the pilot {(Chris
Eiesle), informed me of a potential airspace conflict. We )
orbited the jumpspot waiting for the airspace to clear. The WwHC

Exhibit: INITIALS WHC PAGE 1 OF Y4

FOR OFFICTAT. USE ONLY
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0062-00-CID209-5H9B
STATEMENT OF CRAMER, WILLTAM H.
TAKEN AT Fort Wainwright, AK ©090703-7840 DATED 0l May 2000 CONTINUED.

w*Lpilot informed me that the potential conflict was gone and I
contacted the gump spot again to see if they noted any changes
in wind direction or speed. No changes were noted so I resumed
jump operations. I gave the first jumper the command to “Get in
the door." as we turned onto final. The jumpers of the first
stick performed their four point checks (Drogue release handle,
maln release handle, reserve handle, and lower RSL} and I
confirmed with the jump stick that we were on final, at
3000'AGL, and their static lines were clear. Exits appeared
normal and I ensured each static line was clear prior to giving
them a slap. No problems were noted inside the aircraft or with
canopy openings. Static line hook-ups and the jump briefing were
routine for the second four man stick. I did notice that Liston
and Rocach had traded places from the load list which put Liston
out as number three in the stick and Roach as number four. All
jumpers were attentive during the briefing. I put the first
jumper in the door as we turned onto final and four peoint checks
were completed by the jumpers. Jumpers were notified of “On
final", 3000', and static lines being clear. None of the jumpers
experienced any difficulties in getting in the door and like the
first stick, exits appeared normal and I had positive sight of
each static line before giving the jumpers a slap. The time was
approximately 1640. Upon the last jumper leaving the aircraft I
looked toward the ground to check my exit point and then turned
my attention to the jumpers. I had a very clear view of the
last jumper Tom Roach and caught sight of other canopies in my
peripheral vision. Roach was stable underneath an F-111 droque.
Thae drogue was fully inflated for an F-111 drogue and appeared
normal. His back was toward me and with a normal feet to earth
bod¥ position. He appeared very stable without any spinning. I
noticed his upper right arm moving as if to pull his drogue
release handle. I believe the arm movement was approximately
3-4 seconds after he exited. When the drogue did not release my
first impression was that he had somehow missed his handle. I
could tell that he was moving his right arm in a manner that was
consistent with initiating emergency procedures but didn‘t see
any handles. Approximately 8-10 seconds after exiting, Toms
reserve was deployed. I didn't see the pilot chute but noticed
the reserve begin to deploy over the inflated drogue. Shortly
after line stretch, the drogue 3 ring released and pulled the
main deployment bag out of the main container. The lines of the
main canopy began to deploy from the main deployment bag. The
reserve inflated fairly fast and I noticed the mains line
deployment slowing. The main deployment bag and lines reached a
maximum angle of 45 degrees before falling i1n trail behind
Roach. No main canopy material ever deployed. I continued
watching Roach and radioced the jump spot (Lenmark) that we had a
drogue-in-tow malfunction on that stick. I asked them to secure
the equipment on the malfunction. At this time I did not know
that Liston had alsc suffered a malfunction. My focus was on
Roach and while I could see other canopies in the air I didn't
count them. Subsequent transmissions between myself and the
jumpspot confirmed to me that we had an additional problem and
we (myself, Hade, and the pilots} began searching to see where
he had landed. I radioed Fairbanks Dispatch (AICC) to inform "o
them that we had a problem and requested an EMS response towards

Exhibit: INITIALS “wHG PAGE 2 OF Y
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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0062-00~-CID209-5H9B
STATEMENT OF CRAMER, WILLIAM H.
TAKEN AT Fort Wainwright, AK 99%703-7840 DATED 01 May 2000 CONTINUED.

{ )

w¥the ski hill lodge. The longest flight of my life lasted the
next 15 minutes as we looked for a deployed canopy in vain. 1I
was able to locate the site about the same time at the first
jumpers were arriving to Liston but could see little more than a
small amount of material. I stayed on site in J17 until
confirming that the EMS personnel had reached the correct
location. Once EMS personnel were on scene along with the
jumpers I landed at Ft. Wainwright. J17 was in the blocks at

1709. Q. Do you have anything to add to this statement? A.
No.///End of Statement///wiC

Exhibit: INITIALS WhC. PAGE 3 OF Y
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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0062-00-CID203-5H9B

STATEMENT OF CRAMER, WILLIAM H.
“TAKEN AT Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-7840 DATED 01 May 2000 CONTINUED.

—— s S S g s —— f———— — T " o T e O . ] T . T o T T T it W o T T [ - —

vw'"I, WILLIAM H. CRAMER
HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND
I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT

ENDS ON PAGE 04.
MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND
HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. 1 HAVE

MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR

UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

Bl R Cotmn—

{Signature of Person Making Statement)

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by law to
administer oaths, this 01 day of MAY, 2000 at Fort Wainwright, AK

: 99703-7840
/
L

(Eignaturc of Person Administering Oath)

 SA WARREN D. WORTH

A ed Name of Person Tiistering oath)
ARTICLE 136 (b) (4) UCMT
{Authority To Administer Caths)

WITNESS:

Exhibit: INITIALS WM( PAGE 4 OF Y
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



Interview Notes Jim Olson 5-10-00 Mark Schlatter
Reinterview: Bill Cramer

Q. Did you isolate Dave Liston’s static line?
A. We have the eight static lines that were were used for that line, but don’t know which one is
Liston’s.

Did you re-route Dave’s reserve belly band straps yourself after you discovered the error?
Yes

Did the left reserve Fastex seem loose or anything when you re-attached it?
No, it appeared normal

. How did Dave get in the door? ‘Plop’down, ‘scoot’ or what?
. He crouched down low and then plopped down. Very smooth.

. Did you bump the jump altitude up because of Birch Hill?
. No, the last person in both sticks exited the aircraft before flying over any rising terrain (East
of the Birch Hill road).

>0 PO PO PO
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Interview Notes Jim Olson 5-10-00 Mark Schlatter
Reinterview: Bill Cramer

Q. Did you isolate Dave Liston’s static line?
A. We have the eight static lines that were were used for that line, but don’t know which one is
Liston’s.

Did you re-route Dave’s reserve belly band straps yourself after you discovered the error?
Yes

Did the left reserve Fastex seem ioose or anything when you re-attached it?
No, it appeared normal

How did Dave get in the door? ‘Plop’down, ‘scoot’ or what?
He crouched down low and then plopped down. Very smooth.

Did you bump the jump altitude up because of Birch Hill?
. No, the last person in both sticks exited the aircraft before flying over any rising terrain (East
of the Birch Hill road).

PO PO PO PR
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DATE: 01 MAY 2000 09:43
FROM: SAC USACIDC RES AGCY FT WAINWRIGHT AK //CIRFA-RWW//
: DIR USACRC USACIDC FT BELVOIR VA //CICR-ZA//
SAC USACIDC RES AGCY FT WAINWRIGHT AK //CIRFL-RWW//
CDR LEC USARAK FORT RICHARDSON AK //APVR-RLE-CO//
PROVOST MARSHAL FORT WAINWRIGHT AK //APVR-WLE-PM//
CHIEF OF STAFF-USARAK//APVR-CS// //APVR-CS//
DIR AFIP WASH DC
CDR 6TH MP GRP (CID) FT LEWIS WA //CIRF-ZA//
CDR 22D MP BN (CID) FT LEWIS WA //CIMPL-ZA//
CDR USACIDC FT BELVOIR VA //CIOP-ZA//
SUBJECT: CID REPORT - INITIAL / SSI / REFERRED ~ 0062-00~CID209 -
59481 - SHY9B
DRAFTER : JOUBERT III, CLARENCE NMN
RELEASER: JOUBERT III, CLARENCE NMN

%‘h‘h"n'&“:"h‘hg

UNCLASSIFIED - FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

1. DATES/TIMES/LOCATIONS OF QOCCURRENCES:

1. 29 APR 2000/1645 -~ 29 APR 2000/1645; 75 METERS EAST OF BRICH
HILI, ROAD AND SKI LODGE ENTRANCE, FORT WAINWRIGHT, AK 99703

2. DATE/TIME REPORTED: 29 APR 2000, 1745

3. INVESTIGATED BY: SA NICHOLAS F. SEIBERT, 3702; SA CLARENCE NMN
JOUBERT III, 3958; SA WARREN D. WORTH, 5434

4. SUBJECT: 1. LISTON, DAVID JOHN [DECEASED]; GS-6 ; 541-13-1232;
17 APR 1972; PORTLAND, OR; M; WHITE; BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, FORT
WAINWRIGHT, AK 99703; ZZ; [UNDETERMINED DEATH].

5. VICTIM: (NONE); [UNDETERMINED DEATH].

6. INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY: THE INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT IS BASED
UPON AN ALLEGATION OR PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION AND MAY CHANGE PRIUR
TO THE COMPLETION OF THE INVESTIGATION.

AT 1745, 29 APR 00, SA SEIBERT WAS NOTIFIED BY SSG RONALD C.
GRAY, 226-15-5073, MILITARY POLICE DESK SERGEANT, PROVOST
MARSHAL'S OFFICE (PMO), FORT WAINWRIGHT, AK 99703 (FWA) OF AN
APPARENT TRAINING ACCIDENT. GRAY RELATED A BUREAU OF LAND
MANAGEMENT (BLM) SMOREJUMPER HAD DIED AS A RESULT OF INJURIES

SUSTAINED DURING A PARACHUTE TRAINING JUMP NEAR THE SKI LODGE,
FWA.

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION DISCLOSED LISTON, A BIM SMOKEJUMPER,
WAS PARTICIPATING IN A TRAINING PARACHUTE JUMP EXERCISE, WHEN HE
EXITED THE AIRCRAFT AND EXPERIENCED TWO APPARENT EQUIPMENT
MALFUNCTIONS. AFTER SAFELY EXITING THE ATRCRAFT, LISTON MADE
ATTEMPTS TO DEPLOY BOTH HIS MAIN AND RESERVE PARACHUTES;
HOWEVER, FOR REASONS UNKNOWN, BOTH PARACHUTES FAILED TO PROPERLY

DEPLOY. LISTON SUBSEQUENTLY STRUCK THE GROUND AND DIED AS A
RESULT OF INJURIES HE SUFFERED.

LIFE SAVING MEASURES TO INCLUDE CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION
(CPR) WAS ATTEMPTED BY MEDICALL PERSONNEL AT THE SCENE AND BY
DOCTORS AT THE BASSETT ARMY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL - URGENT CARE

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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CENTER (BACH-UCC), FWA TO NO AVAIL. LISTON WAS PRONOUNCED DEAD
AT 1736, 29 APR 00, BY DR. PETER G. DEVEAUX, BACH-UCC, FWA.

AN AUTOPSY WAS SCHEDULED FOR 0830, 1 MAY 00, BY THE STATE

MEDICAL EXAMINER, ALASKA STATE MEDICAL EXAMINER'S OFFICE,
ANCHORAGE, AK.

THE CASUALTY LIAISON OFFICER (CLO) IS CW2 CLARENCE JOUBERT III,
SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE, FORT WAINWRIGHT RESIDENT AGENCY, 6TH
MILITARY POLICE GROUP (CID), FORT WAINWRIGHT, AK 99703.
COMMERCIAL TELEPHONE (907) 353-6210/7880.

BASED ON FORT WAINWRIGHT'S CONCURRENT JURISDICTION, THIS

INVESTIGATION WAS REFERRED TO AND ACCEPTED BY THE FAIRBANKS

POLICE DEPARTMENT (FPD), FAIRBANKS, AK AND BLM.

CRC NAME CHECK IS REQUESTED ON SUBJECT ¥1.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUES BY FPD, AND BLM.

7. COMMANDERS ARE REMINDED OF THE PROVISIONS OF AR 600-8-2 PERTAINING
TO SUSPENSION OF FAVORABLE PERSONNEL ACTIONS AND AR 380-67 FOR THE
SUSPENSION OF SECURITY CLEARANCES OF PERSONS UNDER INVESTIGATION.

8. CID REPORTS ARE EXEMPT FROM AUTOMATIC TERMINATION OF PROTECTIVE
MARKINGS IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 3, AR 25-55.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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(062~ 00~ (T7A2%
0062-00-CID209

AGENT'S INVESTIGATION REPORT

CID Regulation 193-] PAGE OF PAGES

- At 0910, 01 May 00, INV NEILL corducted an interview of Mr. David G. HADE, 518-

70-9377, Parachute Loft Shift Supervisor, USDI Bureau of Land Management, the

assistant spotter for LISTON, who subscquently provided a sworn statement relating the

events of the parachute jump that killed LISTON. (See DA Form 2823 for further details)

INV Robert P. NEILL Fort Wainwright Resident Agency

6TH MP Grp CID, USACIDC
Fort Wainwright, AK 99703

oy _:L/L
Signature: M)) W Date: 01 May 00 Exhibit:
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Captain Deborah Crawford Interview by Kipp Wagner 5/9/2000

Q:

A
Q:
A.

KH:

A

{Introduction) The rest of my team isn’t here yet, but should
be shortly, so perhaps we can get some preliminaries out of
rhe way.

Okay.

Could I have youxr name and address?

Captain Deborah Crawford, 813 Siebert Court, Birchwood Sub
Division, Fort Wainwright. 356-1628, and 353-5158 at the
hospital are good until July 5.

Oh, where are you going?

*...Statloned in Hawali (gives explanatiou ol change of duly
station)”

{ Leonard Wehking now present)

Q:

A

MO PO

PO o» 0

o0 » O

Can you describe where you were standing when you saw the
smokejumpers that day.

We were standing in the driveway, facing toward Birch Hill,
looking between the houses down Dashiel Court. All of us
were outside, the kids were playing, and my husband says,
“look the paratroopers are jumping”, then someone says, “No,
it’'s not the paratroopers, it must be the smckejumpers.
Then four come out with red chutes overhead. Wwhile one
through four are coming down, the plane circled, so we
called the kids over. Some of them are young and learning
how to count, so the next ones to come out of the plane, we
start one - two - three, the second guy had a problem. The
one who appeared to have problems, John (Kregel) said his
main must be fouled. He wasn’'t moving, not rtruggling, he
got down to the tree line.

What was his posture look like?

Straight up and down.

Was there anything above or below him?

No, nothing. Nothing came loose, there was no movement.
The last one fell away from the others.

Could you see any details?

No, he was straight up. In watching paratroopers jump at
Fort (not recerded) 1‘ve seen cothers struggle, but he seemed
straight up and down. I could distinguish his head from his
feet. He was straight, no bends.

You sald he was coming straight off the plane and moving
fast?

I said, “Oh look at the four guys coming off the plane,” and
watching one fall past the others,

Could you indicate with your hand (demonstrated) the timing
or space between the jumpers?

There was even spacing between one and two {(demonstrates
with hands), and even between twoe and three, (demcnstrates a
pause} Lhen anumber four,

Did you see any oscillation or spinning on the jumper who
fell to the ground.

There appeared to be a gpiraling just before he passed the
tree line.

About how far above the tree line, perhaps using the trees
as a reference.

About one tree length (indicated same with hands) .

APPENDIX F ~ 22



(Chief Investigator note: It is approximately 480 feet to the
Accident occurred at

trees which are approximately 60 feet high.
a distance of 8,500 feet from driveway. Birch Hill
(approximately 850 fest alevation) and the ridgeline with the

Telecommunication Tower at 750 feet elevation) can not be seen
Calculations

from the driveway location due to the treeline.
would indicate spiral occurred before 1,062 feet of elevation, at

which time Liston would disappear from view.)}
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Capt. Crawford Interview/w Leonard Wehking 5/10/2000

Q:
R:

PO PO B0

Explain in your own words what you saw.

We were all outside washing vehicles. My husband said hey
look the paratroopers are out. Then we figured it was
smokejumpers. We watched the first four. Then we saw the
plane come around. The last guy was late getting out. We
watched the one guy fall all the way. It locked like he
caught on the plane.

Shapes?

Just straight down.

Colors?

Didn’t notice any.

Could you see arms or legs?

No, just locked like feet first. The lagst little bit he
spiraled at about twice the tree line height.

APPENDIX F - 24



Cpt Crawford interview w/Kathy Hull
5/10/00

She is getting rcady to move to [awaii.

She saw rcd chutes of the 1** team of jumpers.

She noticed the 2™ jumper dropping faster, then the chute opened; 4* guy was out of order -
further away from the other jumpers.

She has scen horizontal or twisting in other jumpers « no movement in this one.

His posture was up and down “perfectly straight”, no bends.

She didn’t noticc anything above, below, or falling off; she didn’t notice any colors.

She has corrected vision.

She saw him as he was first coming ofY the back of the plane; she couldn’t see details of arms and
legs from her distancc (she was in the Birchwood neighborhood on Ft Wainwright) but she could
1ell that his head was up and feet were down

Sun was behind her about 5pm

she saw some spiraling before he disappeared into the tree line
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SWORN STATEMENT
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File Number : 0062-00-CID209~59481-SHSH

Location : Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-7840 /SY T LE

Date + 01 May 2000, Time: k3307

Statement Of: CLO LANCE MICHAEL

SSN : & Grade/Status: Civilian

Org/Address : 1801 NO WAY LANE, FAIRBANKS, AK 99701

T . S Sy S S P T e s g S A —— —— —— A — o, — " . o il o A e skl S Ty ol e g .

I, LANCE M. CLOUSER, WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:
On 29 April 00, at approximately 0645 I arrived at Building
1513 to begin my work day for USDI Bureau of Land Management. I
bagan inctalling slider bumpers on the connector links of DC-7
parachutes which I continued doing until about 1400. I then
iigged two parachutes. I then left work at about 1500 and went
ome,
2: DiAd you witness either one of LISTON's proficiency
jumps that day?
A: No.
Q: What is your job description at USDI Bureau of Land
Management?
A: Smoke Jumper Air Attack coordinator.
Q: Are you a certified parachute rigger?
A: I am a FAA certified maater parachute rigger.
Q: Did you rig the main parachute that LISTON used on his second
proficiency jump?
A: The paperwork which I have seen thus far says that I did pack
the parachute, but I have not seen the packing card in the main
container or the temporary packing label on the bottom closing flap
of the main container which would further verify this. I have also yet
to see the parachute itself.
Q: Did you rig the reserve garachute that LISTON used on
his second proficiency jump?
A: Again the paperwork which I have seen thus far says that I did pack
the reserve parachute, but I have not seen the packing card in the reserve
parachute container or the temporary packing label on the bottom closing
flap of the reserve container which would further verify this. I
have also yet to see the reserve parachute itself.
Q: Do you remember possibly packing the parachutes in question?
A: I don't remember packing those particular parachutes, but that is not
to
cay that I didn't pack them. I may pack varying numbars of
parachutes on any given day. So it 1s difficult to remember any
individual one.
Q: Have any of the parachutes or parachute
systems that you have packed in the past ever malfunctioned?
A: Yes, in the spring of 1596 I packed my own skydiving rig and I
had an equipment/operator malfunction on a sky dive. When I deployed my
pilotchute it became caught in the vacuum created above my back.
I could not clear it so 1 successfully employed my emergency
procedures. The pilotchute was also old and porous. This may also
have been a contributing factor. ’
Q: Have any of the parachutes or parachuteé??stema that you have packed
for USDI Bureau of Land Management ever had,malfunction resulting in a
emergency deployment of the reserve parachute?
A: I am not aware of any.
Q: Are the parachutes you pack lnspected for airworthiness?
A: To the best of knowledge yes, the parachutes which are deployed
on the jump are inspected after each jump before being packed JéfL

Exhibit: INITIALS S PAGE 1 oF 3 ZC.
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0062-00-CID209-59481-5H9B
STATEMENT COF CLOUSER, LANCE M,

TAKEN AT Fort wainwriqht, AK 99703-7840 DATED 01 May 2000 CONTINUED.

jbc;,again. ?hei are inspected for rips, holes, line damage or any

other difficiences that would make them unsafe for jumping.
Q: Who inspects the parachutes that are deployed after each Jjump?
A: To the best of knowledge smokejumper personnel who have whgr &

;1 €. havE been deemed qualified by loft personnel.
Q: What was LISTON's attitude like that week?
A: T had little contact with him that week, but he seemed happy
and upbeat when I did talk to him.
Q: What was LISTON's attitude like that day?
A: I only remember talking to him twice for a very brief
time, but he seemed in a good mood and happy.

Q: About how many parachutes are maintained at the BLM jumpshack?
A: About 300 give or take 50, to the best of my knowledge.
Q: Who else 1s certified by the FAA for packing parachuteg and reserves?
A: There are 15 - 20 personnel certified by the FAA. Again this
is to the best of my knowledge.
Q: Do you have anvthing further to add to this statement?
A: No.///END OF STATEHENT//{;/EZ
Exhibit: INITIALS 7 Z PAGE 2 OF 3 7€
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0062-00~CID209-59481-5H9B
STATEMENT OF CLOUSER, LANCE M.
TAKEN AT Fort Wainwright, AKX 99703-7840 DATED 01 May 2000 CONTINUED.

A ———————— . . S Y S . mace e e S —— ———— i — ——— ———— ———— ——— v ——— A —

——— —— — — —_——— ————— ——— . —— —— — - - ——

HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND
ENDS ON PACE 03. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTE OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT
MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND
HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE
MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR
UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

(gignagure of §§;§%§233%§2g Ttatement)

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by law to
administer oaths, this O) day of MAY, 2000 at Fort Wainwright, AK

99703-7840
(Signature o erson Administering Oath)
e

, TN Robecd P Me. //

{Typed Name of Parson Administering Oath)

ARTICLE 136 (b)(4) UCMJ

(Authority To Administer Oaths)

WITNESS:

Exhibit: INITIALS ZF. PAGE 3 oF § (7,

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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Witness Incident Statement

On Saturday, April 29, 2000 I was assisting with the GPS/Maps and
Compass Skills segment of Fire Suppression Specialists Training. Part of this
course required the class to complete an excercise outdoors. While participating
in compass skills at the picnic tables outside of the AFS cafeteria I noticed
streamers coming out of the jump ship and proceeded to watch the jumps during
the excercises.

The class then proceeded to the football field located north of the AFS
Helibase and Gaffiiey Road. Later in the afternoon I looked up to see another
stick of jumpers exit the plane. One of chutes was unopened and the jumper was
falling at a high rate of speed. I pointed this out to Justin Houston who was
standing directly beside me. Near tree level 1 saw an opened yellow and white
chute but was unsurc if it was the first jumper out of the plane or Dave Liston’s
chute deploying, I am unable to clarify the time this occurred because I was not
wearing a watch at the time.

Bryan P. Cole%i’é\

ire Sfippression Specialist
Alasgka Fire Service
May 1, 2000

20 - Bl
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Mitch Decouteau Interview/w Leonard Wehking 5/16/2000

Q:
A

2o

PO O RPOPORORO

What can you tell me about the jump?

I was the 2™ jumper out. I felt like I had no drogue. My
left shoulder was drooping when I pulled. I turned 270

gegrees. I wound up. The “D*bag spun as it came off my
ack.

Have you ever had this before?

Not like this. No hesitation on the drogue. Can‘t say if
the drogue was fully inflated. Felt like drogue was not
fully inflated. )

What kind of drogue where you using?

0l1d one, not a ZP.

What kind of PG bag?

018 Orange kind.

Have you ever noticed your PG bag ride up?

No.

While under your canopy did you notice Dave?

No. I spent so much time untwisting I barely had time to
make it back.

Have you ever had a drogue hesitaticn?

Never.
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Dustin Doane interview w/Leonard Wehking

Q: Wehking: What did you see?

A: Doane: We were ou of town with our jump gear doing exit off the picnic table soon a load
came over and we were watching. We wanted 1o do our conts. I was deing the count tewteen the
jumpers exit. One of the guys said “this guy is really riding it out.” I was thinking “pull.” He
was in a perfect tuck all the way down. Though the drogue was skinny and not fully inflated.

Q: What color was his drogue:
A: It Jooked red. He was fully facing us. 1 was looking for where his hands were. They were
somewhere in his chest area.

Q: About where did the drogue seem to get narrower?

A: 1don’t know about 1/3 - 3/4 way down. We (I) really looked for hand movement, He seemed
like such a perfect tuck we thought it was a dummy. Bud I didn’t focus really hard until he was
really low.

Q: How long did it scem till he went behind the trees?
A: 1 don’t know it seemed really fast like 12 seconds.

Q: How far away was he?

A: Quite 2 ways, maybe under a thousand yards. The last juy you cold see his hands on his
toggles really well. On #3 could see his elbows sticking out, his face mask, even his harness.
Distance between drogue and jumper is one body length. 1 was really looking for and
anticipating his chute popping up.
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To Whom It May Concem:

This statement is in regard to the accident on April 29, 2000, that resulted in the death of
smokejumper Dave Liston.

Ali operations throughout the practice jump were normal. ‘T'he airplane was in the
smokejumper configuration: Boost pumps on, pulse light on, flaps set 25%. | made all
the standard calls to the spotter Bill Craemer. Down wind, base leg, on final 3000 feet.
On final the airplane was at 3000 feet above ground level and 103 knots. My first
indication of any problem came from Bill who informed me that a jumper had a
malfunction but had successfully pulled his reserve. My knowledge of the second
malfunction came from the smokejumper Paul Lenmark with which we had ground-based
communications. Paul gave us directions to the downed jumper. Bill radioed for
emergency response at this time. We circled the area looking for a parachute of which
none was found. Smokejumpcers on the ground found the downed jumper first and within

minutes the cmergency response team arrived. We proceeded back to Wainwright and
landed.

i( A ‘_,‘J'«U o .’l—‘- '}C( ",
Christopher Eisele
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Dave Fisher Interview with Leonard Wehking
5/4/00

Q: Wehking: What do you remember seeing?
A: Fisher: I heard flapping and looked up. Looked and saw
something twisted with blue to side.

About how high was he?
50 feet maybe.

How long did you hear the flapping before to located him?
Heard it and just looked up . It didn’t take any time.

: How high above the jumper was the canopy?
I can't say it was so fast.

po po PO
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0062-00-CID209-5HOB

File Number : .

Location  : Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-7840 (0037 D,
Date : 01 May 2000 < & A Time: @ats_
Statement Of: GREGORY

38N P Grade/sStatus: Civilian
Org/Address : 518 FRONT ST./GRAEHL, FAIRBANKS, AK 99703

Db,
I, DAVID G. HADE, WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:
On 29 Apr 00, at approximately 1600 to 1630 I was in Building
1513 observing all of the jumpers performing their buddy checks
which consist of the jumpers checking the harness attachments
and parachute attachment goints. Upon completion of the buda¥
checks the jumpers all filed outside to the ramp where mysel
and Bill CRAMER checked each jumpers three ring and drogue
release ring. After all the jumpers were checked and approved
for their jungaagll ju;gers then proceeded immediately to the
aircraft and ded. e aircraft was in the air and
over the Drop Zone a short time later. We then proceeded to drop
streamers to establish the wind conditions, once the wind
conditions were established the aircraft then ciimbed to 3,000
feat. Four of the jumpers hooked up their static line toc the
extenders and the spotterngave them their jump briering which
consisted of wind speed and direction. The spotter then put the
first jumper in the door of the aircraft and the jumpers began
to do their four pocint checks which consisted of checking their
drogue release handle, the snap shackle that attaches to the
reserve lanard, the reserve release handle, and their main
canopy release handle. At this point I moved into position so
that the first two men at the door can hand me their static line
_ for me to hold as they exit the aircraft. Once the four point
ychecks were complete the jumpers waited until the spotter gave
)the first 2 r the command to exit the aircraft. The spotter
-~ gave the first man of the four man stick the command to exit the
aircraft and he did as did the second man. Once the second man
has exited the aircraft I then pulled both the first and second
man's drogue deployment bags back into the aircraft and grabbed
the next two men's static line as they got ready to exit the
aircraft. The aircraft then circled back around the
drop zone and the second four man stick repeated the same
process. Dave LISTON was 1in this stick, he was the 3rd man out
the door on the second four man stick. The first two men exited
the aircraft after which I retrieved their drogue deployment
bags and grabbed LISTON and ROACH's static lines. LISTON then
exited the aircraft and shortly afterward ROACH did also. I was
not aware of a malfunction until the spotter Bill CRAMER
announced that their had been a malfunction. Then we looked out
the aircraft and were unable to locate the last twc jumpers. The
pilot then turned around and we followed the same line of flight
to the exit point. Bill then asked the pilot to fly the same
pattern but off of the wind line so that we could have a better
view of the exit point and also the flight path from the exit
point to the drop zone. We were still unable to locate LISTON.
The aircraft then returned to the airfield. Togi WIEHL and
myself then went out to went out to where they had found LISTON.
After we were told that we were not needed at that location
myself and Togi WIEHL then proceeded to the drop zone to look at
ROACH's parachute to be part of the investigation to his /7 ¢, A
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: 0062-00~-CID209-5H9B
STATEMENT OF HADE, DAVID GREGORY

:Eb AT Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-7840 DATED 01 May 2000 CONTINUED.

L &
malfunction finding that I had rigged the main parachute I
removed myself from the investigatlon.
¢: Did you observe LISTON's rfallz
A: No.
Q: gid you hear LISTON making any noise as he exited the aircraft?
A: No.
What was LISTON's attitude like that week?
beat, happy guy, normal.
t was LISTON's attitude like just prior to the jump?

RreRe

as .

Did you observe any difficiences during your 3 ring check of
LISTON prior to the jump?

A: No.

Q: Did you observe any difficiences of LISTON's equipment prior
just to the jump?

A: No.

Q: Did LISTON report any difficiences of his equipment prior to

the
A: He did not report any difficiences to me.
Q: Would you consider LISTON a proficient parachutist?
A: Yes, we considered him a star in the unit. He did everything
by the numbers. He was one of the good ones.
Q: Do you know who packed LISTON's parachute?
A: Yes, it was Lance CLOUSER.
Q: Is Lance CLOUSER a certified parachute rigger?
A: Yes, he is a master rigger. Certified through the FAA.
Q: Do you know if LISTON had ever had a malfunction before?
A: Yes, I heard that during the summer of 1998 he had a
. malfunction while on a actual fire jump and performed his

lfunction grocedures by the numbers flawlessly.

/7Q: How many jumps had LISTON been on that week?
A: 1 believe that was his fourth jump.
Q: How many jumps had LISTON been on that day?
A: I think that it might have been his second jump that day, but
I am not certain. .
Q: Was this a required jump for LISTON?
A: Yes.
Q: Does everyone that packs the parachutes for the jumps have to
be certitiea parachute riggers through the FAA?
A: No, as long as a certified parachute rigger is present
supervising the person who is packing the garachute.
Q: What type of parachute was LISTON using?
A: A Ram-Air Trilobe parachute.
Q: What type 0Of reserve parachute was LISTON using?
A: A Para-Flight 5 cell reserve.
Q: Do you know of any problews in the past with either of the

types of parachutes that LISTON was using?

A: The regserve no. The main parachute we have had in the past
what is called a tension knot that has been known to put the
canopy into a apin.

Q: Had this problem been addressed with the jumpers?

A: Yes, we are currently trying to change to a different type of
parachute.

Q: Do you have anything further that you would like to add to
this statement? ~ f/

A: No./// END OF STATEMENT/// Ly

1"\' .
Exhibit: INITIALS Jgéz.éb PAGE 2 OF Y

) FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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0062-00-CID209-~5H9B
STATEMENT OF HADE, DAVID GREGORY .
'WTAKEN AT Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-7840 DATED 01 May 2000 CONTINUED.

- —

AFFIDAVIT

241, DAVID G. HADE
HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND
ENDE ON PACE 04. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT
MADE EY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. T BAVE IWTTTALED ALL-CORRECTIONE AND
HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE
MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR
UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT. OcZ, o/,

Lt 2,
ignature of Ferson amen

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by law to
administer oaths, this 01 day of MAY, 2000 at Fort Wainwright, AK

99703~7840
) - T bt £ Ater v/
- (Typed Rame o erson ster )

ARTICLE 136 (b)(4) UCMI

{Authority To Administer Oaths)

WITNESS:
Exhibit: irriaLs DG H PAGE 4 OF H

3 1

] FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY LE-

APPENDIX F - 44



llernandez Interview/w Leonard Wehking 5/9/2000

I had a *3 ring” hesitation. I went to my emergency procedures
and I threw the handle (drogue release} and it released. This
was a stable exit. Maybe a stable exit caused it to jam. I was
in a head forward position.

Are you still using the same harness?

No, it burned up in a fire.

Did you continue to use that harness until then?

Yes, and I never had that problem again.

PP
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SWORN STATEMENY
For usa of this form, sea AR 198-45; the prepanant

LOCATION DATE
Fort Wainwright, AK 29 April ﬂlj

LAST AN, FIRST NAME, NIDOLE RAME SOCIAL SECURITY MUMBER ORADEITATUS
HUMPHREY Gary Tyler L GS-6
ORGARIZATION OR ADDRESS

USDI Bureau of Land Managemens, Fairbanks, AK 99701

N
oY Gary T. HUMPHREY  WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDGR OATH:

29 April 00, Oded SHALOM, Tom ROACH, David LISTON, and myself boarded 2 CASA 212 for a training jump that
was scheduled for today. We boarded the aircraft at about lﬁmemMyaﬂnmmMmededw
the drop zone where we dropped streamers to establish the wind conditions and once the wind cooditions were cstablished the
aircraft climbed to 3,000 feét. We then proceeded with the fioat checks of cor equipment and the sporer Bitly CRAMER gave
us the final ok to go ahead with the jump we then hooked up our static lines 1o the extenders and the spotter gave us our
bncﬁngandslappedmcon:hchackwhmhwumys:gmltogoahudmdexhﬂ:eaimﬁ.lmencmedmemmn,dﬂmy
jumpcmmt,chackedmycmple.dldlnshm and then a left mm to sce Oded SHALOM exit the alreraft and see his

f.l open property. I then saw David LISTON cxit the aircraft and only his drogue parschute deployed. I watched
STON&!Ianthewaymlhe . | then landed and gave directions to the grownd crew to the general location of where
LISTON had landed, [ then a radio and ran down the road 1o the intersection of River Rd. and Birch Hill Rd where [

mﬁq* uridetomrccvcmueluwn !mmmlcmnmmmcmumwmusmwnntm

A: He was actually #3 comining out of the aircraft, but he was slotted as #4 he and ROACH switched before the plane left the
due ‘o weight differeaces.

: How long has LISTON been parachuting?
A: He and [ started smokejumping in 1998.
Q: m@mmn for parachuting does LISTON have? L

e o thro mm&thatquahﬁcsusmpackourownparmhummdtoparachumforB M.

Dtdym%obs:rchISTONcm
: Yes, and I observed him ail the way down.
: Did you notice if he was tugging at his reserve paracbute?
: No I couldn't really see him that well all I could see was that his drogue parachute was deployed all the way to the ground.
+ Could you hear him wuking any nvise on the way down?
: No 1 didn’t hear him making any sounds on the way down.
: What-has his atitude been like the last couple of days?
: He has been jovial and
Whit was his sutnde like betoremej!m?

What rype of equi checksdoyougothroughtbeforeuch]ump"

hwea%&mkmhoﬂnmpmwhﬂmuﬂﬁahﬁdy&mkmmmmmmm
ig from top to battom, spottter and the assistance give a 3 ring check in which they check

j to the parachute, and then before we ext the aircraft we give ourself a four point

where we check all 3 handles and a snap shackle.

dly:l‘(lm hnppcntoseewhoconducted the buddy check on LISTON?

o L

0 was the spotter and assistant spotter that conducted the the3rmg checks?

illy CRAMER was the spotter, Dave HADE was the assistant

w do the spofter and assistant spotter conduct the 3 ring check?

lmcjumpetslmcupsmglcﬁlcandwalkmbetwecntbcspomrmdassxstanlsponerandthcybomcheckcachjumpm

Eow many juraps had LISTON gone on this week?

: 1 betieve this would have been his 5th jump this week.

Q How many jumps had LISTON been on today?

A: This was his 2nd 1oday.

Q: What type of parachute was LISTON using?

l am nol posmve it was cither a DC-7 or a Trilobe I believe it was a Trilobe which is for the main.

h 9
A MTI-S pt rve he was using?

PO>»OPL

PROPOFOPO

B}
i
Sé
Ba
i

>POPORO
E:J:ES

>O_§

0 P L

EXHIEIT INTIALS OF STATEMENT
A PASEICF 2 PAGES

ADOITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAWN THE READIG “STATEMENT OF — TAKENAT ____ DATED ____  CONTAUED."
THE BOTTOM (F EACH ADDITIONAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE INITIALS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE STATEMENT ANG BE INTIALED AS “PAGE
— PAGES.™ WWEW ADGITRONAL PAGES ARE UTRUZLD, THE SBACK OF FAGE | WL BE LINED (NIT, AND THE
STATHHTWI’FCMWEBWWMMEGJWW“MM

y DA FORM 2323, Jut 72 SUPERSEDES DA FURM 2823, 1 JAN 68, WHICH WILL BE USED. UETT YL

For oficia use ony Exhibit
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VDo you have anything further you would Like to add 1o this statement?
: No.J/fEND OF STA /] \Y '

AW

AFFBAVIT
L Gary T. HUMPHREY , HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT
WHICH DEGIN ON PAGE 1 AND ENDS O PAGE 2 . |RALY UNDERSTAND THE COMTENTS OF YTHE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE
BYME. TME STATEMENT I5 TRUE. § HAVE IMTIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INTIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTANNG THE STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS
STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFTT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT OF PUNISHIMENT, AND WITHOUT UNLAWRUL WIFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.
[Sgeoters of Statenent)
WETNESSES: Subscribed and swvern W belore M, 2 parson sutisized by low to

ORGANIZATION OR AODRESS
INV Robert P. NEILL
TTyped Mane of Parves Adwivivioring Goth]
ART 136 (b) (4) UCMJ
ORGANIZATION OR ADORESS {Avthaniy Te Adwisictar Dothn/
Y
”HHSWFHEHHMGESUWII¥DS: !! - i ,
AL ' P oF PAGES

T

VEAFYC 11.10
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Ty Humphreys interview with Leonard Wehking
3 May 00

Q: Wehking: What did you see air.air perspective and when 4did you
see him?
A: Humphreys: I saw him exit.

Q: Then what did you see?
A: 1 was open and watching him exit to watch openings after he
reached any level he wasn’t open so 1 continued to watch.

Q: How far was he from you?

A: Close enough to see hands and arm. Don’t recall seeing any
mevement. Didn’t see any movement. Watched drogue all the way.
As far as I cold see it, it looked normal as shaking like it
should.

Q: Did you ever see reserve pilot chute?
A: No It looked normal,
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Interview Notes Jim Oison 5-9-00 Mark Schiatter and Jerry Williams present
Initial Interview: John Knoll

John Knoll was at the east end of the runway during Liston’s jump. He said he saw the pilot
chute “stretch everything. It looked like an umbrella that wasn’t open’. He saw him for 15 to 20

seconds, but not right out of the planc.

Q. Did the picture change while you watched him?
A. No

Q. Did you notice any colors?
A. ‘Didn’t notice any colors’.

*As he got closer to the ground, it looked like the parachute wanted to open’ (more so than when
he first saw him). '
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Frederick John Kregel Ir. 9 May 2000
312 Sibert Ct

Ft“iiii!i Alaska 99703

This statement is in response to the death of the smokejumper on Ft Wainwright Alaska.

On a Saturday afternoon about 430 there were some smokejumpers. My neighbors seen them first, T went to
their house in front and was watching. We were watching the first jump and the aircraft follow down the
first group and then pull up to get more altitude. I told the kids to watch because they were probably going
to jump again.

We were afl watching, about 4 or § adults and 5 children. The plane appeared to be flying at about 2500 -
3000 feet and about 3000 feet or so away from were we were standing. No apparent Heavy winds on the
ground amd clear.

We watched as the first 3 fell out and then it looked like a 4*. But as he was falling out of the plane
something didn’t look right. 3 of the 4 chutes deployed at about 250 -500 feet or 50 out of the plane. About
100-font-under the craft it sppeared thut the-pilot chste-on the-4*  (light ia coloc) opened and pulled
something out (dark in color) and was suspended out 5 to 10 feet. This individual fell with out any apparent
fight to open the chute or the reserve. As he fell it appeared he was gonna land on a chute that was opened
under him, I befieve this was jumper 3 . (This chute was light in color probably white) It appeared to be
relessed and & sew chute was re-deployed with in a second or 2. This appeered to happen at about 2000
feet. I believe a dark colored chute was then used. I watched as the unopened chute continued to fall to the
ground. 1 believe there was a green chute that was jumper 2 Jumper {"s chute I don’t remember.

As Paul Crawford and I watched we were talking about the reserve chutes and the safety systems on some
reserves systems. I was thinking that it could have been a test jump to check the reserve chutes. '
We also discussed the possibility that be may of hit his head on his way out on the tail of the plane or
something because he wasn’t apparently fighting 10 get the reserve open.

This individual fell in a standard fall, legs first and spinning it sppeared from our perspective. There was no
movement or apparent fight to get the main open or the reserve. We could see the arms of the other jumpers
As they steered towand the landing zone. I was beginning to think that it was a dummy dropped out because
there was no spparent person steeting in the diroction of this person.

We lost sight of the individuals when they went behind the tree line facing the north. T would say the SJ
was about 750- 1000 feet off the ground when we lost visual with him

I heard about 1 hour later that it was not a test and that some one had died in that jump.

©

Frederi | Jr!
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SFC Kregel Interview by Kipp Wagner 5/9/00

{Introductions)

Q-

o >

»O  mO

oo PO

>

¥ OOPOXOrO

PO O PO

Could you deacribe what you saw?

I saw him until he had fallen behind the tree line. He had
fallen ocut of the plane about 5-6 seconds. It didn’t look
right coming out. After hig chute opened, he spun down.
How high up did you see them?

It appeared the jump was at 2500 to 3000 feet. He did not
look like he was fighting to open. It didn’t look right
coming out of the bird, it looked like he was spinning. It
looked like they threw a dummy out somecone mentioned where
we were standing.

Who elgae saw thig?

A bunch of us and the kids, I was standing near Debbie
Crawford and Paul Crawford.

Go on.

Someone else looked like they had a problem, a bag flew off,
and he instantly deployed his reserve. I was paying
attention to the one who fell straight down, and saw the
other quy had problems and the reserve chute was
instantaneous. MHis fall was about 100 feet and then he
deployed his parachute.

What colora did you sec?

White, Red, Yellow.

Go on?

The one guy falling looked like he was going to fall on the
guy with the white chute.

On the guy that was falling, what color was the chute?
White pilot chute, dark color underneath. It didn‘t like he
was fighting for it. Something doesn‘t seem yight, right
off the bat.

What was his attitude?

Straight up and down, the chute was white, what ever was
underneath it was dark contrast.

Were there any other witnesses near you?

Tiria McManus.

Could you give us you name and address, if possible we would
like to come out and take a look at where you were standing
to give us a perspective, since most of the other witnesses
were on the other side.

Sargent First Class John Kregel, 812 Siebert Court,
Birchwood, Fort Wainwright, AK 99703, wmy phone is 356-3384
for work, and 353-2236,

When did you first recognize the jumper had a problem?
Right away under the plane.

What was the color of the ¢chute when he firsat jumped out?
Light yellow.

Could you see arme or legs then?

It didn’'t look right as his pilot chute opened.

On the guy who fell straight down, describe step by step
what you saw.

I saw him out of the plane, about 100 feet saw a pilot chute
open, it wag light or white or yellow. He was just hanging
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there. Ile was not struggling, basically motionlecsa. My
inclination is that he struck his head. I could see the
others move there arms to pull their chutes.

What. kind of day was it? What did you see in the
background?

Sunny, no clouds, nice day.

Could you point in the air and give us an approximate angle
that you saw him come cut of the plane? When people point,
they are pretty accurate, like locking down the sights of a
rifle between their finger and eye.

He was right about there (puints wilh an approximate 25
degree angle from the floor).

Going back to the jumper, continue on what you saw?

It didn’'t loock right the second it happened, and it didn‘t
look right. About 2,500, 3000 feet. The jumpers were in
clear blue sky all the way down to behind the treeline.

How far above ground do you think they were before they went
béhind thie treeline.

About 1,000 feet, approximately the same altitude as the
towers on Birch Hill, and he came down right above the
towers.

Can you describe what happened with the other jumper who had
a problem.

The Lhird person had a hickup, and I thought the fourth
person almost hit the third person. BRig first chute opened
fully, normally, and the guy passed him, and he released his
chute and almost instantaneously hig reserved open.

Thank you for your time, I give you a call probably tomorrow
and come out and take a lock at where you were standing to
get an idea of what you were looking at.

Sure, give me a call.
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John Kregel Interview/w Leonard Wehking 5/9/2000

Jchn Kregel Lives at Birchwood
Trees ohscured the path. Looks like they jumped out at 2500 or
3000 feet. It didn’t look right from the beginning. He was

spinning.

Q: How many jumpers did you see leave the plane?

A: Four

Q: The guy then deployed hia reserve, how fast was this?

A; Boom! Boom! Real fast. Seemed like a break, then the last
quy came out and sumelhing wroug was vbvious.

Q: _What kind of colors did you see? Red? White? Yellow?

A: White pilot chute with a dark chute or something right

after, I couldn’t See any movement. I’'d think you could see
him fight for his reserve, but something was wrong from the
beginning.

What color was the pilot chute?

White with the other chute (burgundy} underneath. He seemed
motionless.

?O
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SFC John Kregel interview w/Kathy Hull
5/9/00

He lives in the Birchwood housing area on post. Saw 4% man w/no chute; at the same time 3
chutes open first.

Saw spins, but no movement of arms fighting.

Discussed incident w/ncighbors (CPT Crawford, Tira McManus).

“Not what I expected. It looked wrong coming out of the plane™

estimated about 2' of something attached to the pilot chute

reserve chute was instantancous - he thought they were practicing w/reserve chutes

described a dark color under the pilot chute (white)

saw Liston at the right attitude but no movement of arms as he expected

looked like Liston deployed at or west of the tower

there was a slight delay after the 3d jumper to the 4%,

Estimated 100" under the plane it looked bad, like he would fall on one of the other parachutists,
but he went past that - the guy using the reserve

100{r-1500' above Birch Hill - first saw; then followed him to about 1000’ when he went behind
the tree line

could see others moving to pull chutes

pilot chute looked “locked” and thought it was a dummy test because plane didn’t follow looking
for him

“distance doesn’t scem right”

—
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Mike Lambright Interview/w Leonard Wehking s/9/a000

Q:
A:

PO RO PO

You were in the air right? Did you see anything?

No, I was coming in on final and everyone was running around
and I thought maybe some one sprained his ankle. Tye and
Ode came in yelling, ‘Fuck, Fuck, some one rode their drogue
in* then we saw the reserve and thought it was okay.
Confusion.

Did you notice Dave hooking up his PG Bag?

No, I was focusing on the streamers.

Any hesitation on drogue?

No, about 40 jumps.

Body position under drogue?

Usually 45 degrees forward.
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SWORN STATEMERT
. For use of thes form. see AR T8G45; the pregoment agescy i G0CSPS
LOCATION DATE TIME | FILE NUMBER
FT WAINWRIGHT, ALASKA 000429 2220 i
LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MSOOLE NAME SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER GRADEISTATUS
LAWTON, JAMES EDWARD b E-4/SPC

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS
FWA MP CO. FT WAINWRIGHT, ALASKA 99703

1. JAMES EDWARD LAWTON . WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOYWING STATEMENT UNDER DATH:

ON 29 APRIL 2000 AT APPROXIMATELY 1810HRS. | PATROL 2-2 (SPC LAWTON) WAS DISPATCHED TOQ ASSIST
PATROL 2-3 (SPC DOMINGUEZ) WITH A CASE. UPON ARRIVAL [ MADE CONTACT WITH 2-3 WHO STATED
THAT A SMOKETUMPER's PARACHUTE FAILED TO DEFLOY AND HE LANDED WITHOUT A PARACHUTE.
AFTER THE OTHER SMOKEJUMPERS ARRIVED AT THE DOWNED SMOKEJUMPERS LOCATION, THEY BEGAN
CPR, BUT IT WAS TOO LATE. BY THE TIME I HAD ARRIVED AT THE SCENE THE AMBULANCE HAD

AI READY TAKEN THE BOYD TO BASSETT ARMY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (BACH). AT 1814HRS CID (SA
JOUBERT) ARRIVED ON SCENE AND PATROL 2-3 BRIEFED HIM. AT 1816HRS SA SEIBERT ARRIVED ALONG
WITH MPI (INV EASTWOOD/YEATTS). AT 1820 BOTH CID AGENTS AND MR. VEITCH WENT INTO THE W0OOD
LINE TO LOOK AT THE CRIME SCENE WHICH WAS APPROXIMATELY 200 METERS FROM THE ROAD WAY(
BIRCH HILL ROAD). AFTER CID ENTERED THE WOOD LINE I STARTED 430's AND STATEMENTS ON
PERSONNEL WHO WENT IN AND SAW THE BODY. AT 1920HRS I LEFT THE CRIME SCENE ENRQUTE TO
BACH TO MEET WITH 2-0 (SGT DALTON). AT 1925HRS { ARRIVED AT BACH AND MET WITH 2-) WHO
STATED THAT I NEED TO GUARD THE BODY UNTIL CID ARRIVED AND RELEASE THE BODY TO FAIRBANKS
CORONER. WHILE 1 WAS WAITING FOR CID AND WAITING FOR THE VICTIM'S WIFE TO VISIT WITH HER
HUSBAND I TOOK 430'S FROM TY HUMPHREY AND DR, PASSES AT 1950. AT 1955 [ BEGAN TO GUARD THE
BODY. AT 2008 THE NCOIC OF THE URGENT CARE CENTER (UCC) 858G MORGAN AND A TECHNICIAN SPC
GREEN CAME IN TO TAKE BLOOD FOR THE CORONER. AT 2012 CAPT KUHNS, CHERYL GIRARD R.N., SGT
GRAIIAM AND SGT LOVE ENTERED TO WATCH S8G MORGAN TAKE BLOOD FROM THE VICTIM. AT 2037
SGT LOVE AND SPC GREEN ENTER TO PUT TOE TAGS ON THE VICTIM. AT 2040 SSG MORGAN, SGT LOVE
AND SGT GRAHAM ENTER TO TAKE THE VICTIM FROM THE UCC TO THE MORGUE. AT 2048 VICTIM WAS
PUT INTQO A BODY BAG AND PLACED IN THE COOLER. AT 2108 SA WORTH ENTERS MORGUE. AT 2115 THE
BODY IS MOVED FROM THE COOLER TO THE TABLE. AT 2116 SA WORTH STARTS TO TAKE FICTURES OF
THE BODY. AT 2130 I AM RELEASED TO GO TO THE PMO FOR PAPERWORK. AT 2140 | AM CALLED BACK TO
BACH S50 I CAN WITNESS SGT LOVE REMOVE A SILVER IN COLOR WEDDING RING FROM THE RING FINGER

OF THE LEFT HAND OF THE VICTIM AND HAND IT TO SPC MCCOY (PATIENT ADMINISTRATION) S0 SHE
CAN RELEASE IT TO THE FAMILY AT A LATER TIME.

- . {//END OF STATEMENT///

A

EXHIBIT ! INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT !

- ; Z
. | PAGE 10F PAGES
ADDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING “STATEMENT OF TAKEN AT DATED CONTIVVED. -
THF BT ET (IF FACH ARIRTIONAS PARF SEEST REAR THE INTTTALS 11F THE PFRSIIA SARTNG THE STATERANT AXNT RF WY TTAS AT AS “FPAGF
oF PAGES.” WHEN ADDTIONAL PAGES ARE UTIUZED, THE BACK OF PAGE 1 WILL BE UNED OUIT, AND THE
STATEMENT WILL BE CONCLUDED ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF ANOTHER COPY OF THIS FORM,
DA FORM 2823, JUL 72 SUPERSEDES DA FORM 2823, 1 IAN 88, WHICH WILL BE USED. $APPC Y200

APPENDIX F - 59 -




Qoz-co-C1p205
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AFFIDAVTT
V_Sdmes i LAtens HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT
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Jon Larson Interview/w Lconard Wehking 5/9/2000
I jumped with one last year. It was all clean, etc.
different systems of hoocking PG bags. I jumped about 30 times
last year. Gary asked me to take the lead in designing the bag
for others so there wouldn’'t be independent designing going on.

I had a conversation with Dave I warned him of proper tightness
of bag against reserve.

We’ve got
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Pile Number : 0062—-00-CID209-— m
Location : Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-7840 O

bate : 30 Apr 2000 Time: oodg 2./
Statement Of: LYONS, MATHEW CORY

SSN : ‘ Grade/status: GS~6
Org/Addrese : ALASKA FIRE SERVICE, SMOKE JUMPERS, FORT WAINWRIGHT, AK

99703

—— o ——p —— ————— T ———— - - —— -

FI, MATHEW C. LYONS, WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:
I was at the jump spot and we are watching all of the smoke
jumpers come out of the plane. I heard James VEITCH say we
had one riding a drogue or words to that effect, which ment one
of the jumpers chutes had not opened. James told someone to get
a camera on it. I am not sure 1f anyone did get a camera on it.
There was two cameras at the landing zone, but I do not know who
was running them. I locked in the direction he was pointing and
I saw one of the jumpers riding the drogue and watched the
jumper go into the trees and I lost him. I immediately grabbed
the EMT kit that was lying on the ground next to me and I ran -
for the road. I through the EMT kit in the back of the truck and
got in the cab and we tore off up the road to the approximate
spot where we thought the jumper went in at. There was another
vehicle there that was not related to ours and we stopped next
to it. There was also someone at the scene that said the jumper
had went in to the area where we had stopped at this other
vehicle. I jumped out of the truck and grabbed the EMT kit and
followed everyone else into the woods. I heard someone say "I
gotta him, he is over here". Medical aid was given immediately m_
by Mike and the rest of us took our orders from him. There was
no signs of life in Dave. We all administered CPR and we .
switched as we were tired. When the ambulance arrived wi JAE &~
medics we helped the medics get Dave out of the woods an rode -
with him in the ambulance. We continued CPR all the way to the
hospital and until we turned Dave over to the ER staff.
Q. gid you observe anything unusual with Dave as he was coming
down
A. No. We were approximately one quarter mile away. I only
sawaive for about 3 to 4 seconds before I lost sight of him as .
he fell.
Q. D%d you observe anything unusual with Dave's parachute at the
scene!
A. No. I was so focused on treating Dave I did not even know
they cleared the brush to get him out.
Q. Do you bave anything to add to this statement?
A. Dave was a good guy. Dave is typically always happy. We
had just been joking with him earlier in the day. He was in a
good mood. ///End of statement///ﬂL
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0062-00~-CID209-
STATEMENT OF LYONS, MATHEW CORY
TAKEN AT Fort w=1nwr1gnt, AKX 99703-7840 DATED 30 Apr 2000 CONTINUED.

AFFIDAVIT

f.I, MATHEW C. LYONS
HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND
ENDS ON PAGE 02. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT
MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND
HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE
MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR
UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by law to
administer ocaths, this 30 day of APR, 2000 at Fort Wainwright, AK

527 ’ih__h-w_ﬁxﬁﬁ§j7 99703-7840

(Signature of Person Administering oath) -

_ SA WARREN D. WORTH

TYP ame © erson nistering Cath)
ARTICLE 136 (b) (4) UCMT
(Authority To Administer Oaths)

WITNESS:

Exhibit: inITIALs _JIL PAGE 2 OF
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

For official use only Exhibit
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Matt Lyon Interview/w Leconard Wehking £/10/2000

Q:
A:

O PO FORMO POYO

Can you describe what you saw.
Veitch said droque in tow. 1 looked and saw the last 2/3’'s.
I though I saw motion or something on his right side, like
his right arm. No color, just shade. I don’t know, it was
a long ways away, but it was clear to me that he wasn't
unconscious. I thought he was pulling stuff. It wasn't
frantic, just like something moving all the way down from
when I first saw him.

How long would you say it took?

6-8 seconds.

Colorsg?

Not even sure if I could tell if it was an arm moving. I
could see hic helmaet.

Color of the drogue?

White? I don‘t know I was focused on the body.

Were you first on the scene?

No, I grabbed the BEMT kit and went to the truck. We all
arrived within a few seconds - 20 feet apart.

Did you move any gear?

No, Bradley gave orders, I opened stutt. Perry passed it
out and I went to Dave’s head.

Did you move any equipment?

No, by the time I got there mll the stuff had been cleared
away .
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SWORN STATEMENT

. ——— — —— . —————— T > " —— Y Y o —— Ay T S T T o I — " —— ———— > i o} T T o S T o TS e s ek by e . .

File Number : 0062-00-CID209-—

Location = Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-7840 5% v
Date 3C: 29 Apr 2000vwm Time: “FRA5
Statement Of: MUSITANO, MARK ANTHONY

SSN : Grade/Status: WG-6

Org/Address : BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, FORT WAINWRIGHT, AK 99703

D — i ——— T ek B} ek e . T T - . S TP A gy T T T e e Y . ——— ——

o

vMI, MARK A. MUSITANO, WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:
Concerning an incident which occurred during a training
parachute jump with the Alaska Smoke Jumpers, on 29 Apr 00, at
approximately 1600hrs. I arrived here at Fort Wainwright, AK asa
a Smoke Jumper transfer from Redding, CA. I actually arrived at
Fort Wainwrgght, AK at about 1800, 28 Apr 00. The following
day, 29 Apr 00, I participated in a training exercise and was
asked to simply observe the jump that was scheduled to take
place near the Ski Hill Lodge, Fort Wainwright, AK 99703 (FWA).
At approximately 1500, 29 Apr 00, I arrived at the landing zone
(LZ}) to aeeist in tha anticipated jumps. At about 1530, 29 Apr
€0, our plane carrying (2} 4 man jump teams began to circle the
LZ. After a wind determination streamer was dropped from the
plane, the first and second four man jump teams were deployed
from the aircratt without any problems. The third and fourth
teams were subsequently deployed from the single aircraft used
in the training exercise. Mr LISTON was a part of this jump. I
am not certain of his number, but I think he was in the fourth
jump team. This particular plane we use will only take out (2)
four man teams at a time; therefore, after two single runs to
drop off™{2) four man teams, the aircraft returns to the base
operations to pick up other smoke jumpers. During Mr LISTON's
first jump, his parachute deployed as it should have and he
landed on the Lz without any problems. Following his jump, Mr
LISTON prepared for a second scheduled jump. Once he landed on
the ground, he gathered his gear and was transported to base
operations where he boarded the same aircraft for his second
jump. On Mr LISTON's second jump, he was number 4 of the last
four man team to jump. Though I am not certain, I think Mr
LISTON was the last person to exit the aircraft on the scheduled
last jump. At first I did not pay particular attention to this
jump until somecne (persons unknown) yelled "malfunction." When
I looked up to the 4 jumgers, I looked over to jumper 3 of the
last stick (later determined to be ROACH) and observed what I
thought was a normal drog chute, which is designed to ultimately
pulled a person's main parachute. While looking at ROACH, I
noticed jumper 4 of the last stick (which was later determined
to be Mr LISTON) experience a parachute malfunction. Though I
could see Mr LISTON was in trouble, I could not determine
whether he was trying to release his main and go for his reserve
or not because of the distance. I continued to watch him fall
until he was about 200 feet from the ground. At this point, I
ran to my vehicle which was parked on River Road, and drove
towards the area where Mr LISTON fell. As I approach Mr
LISTON's location, I was met by a person, later identified as
SGM THOMAS. He and I entered the woodline separately in an
effort to spread cut our search. SGM THOMAS later found Mr
LISTON and called for my assistance. When I arrived at the
location, there several persons from the smoke jumper crews
assisting Mr LISTON. Because I am so new to this area, I am nq;¢p$ o

Exhibit: INITIALS W\ PAGE 1 OF -
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STATEMENT OF MUSITANO, MARK A.

TAKEN AT Fort Wainwright, AK 99703~7840 DATED 29 Apr 2000 CONTINUED.

Wﬁcertain of everyone's name yet. I participated in life saving
measure on Mr LISTON. Basically, I stabilized his neck and head.
At the time, Mr LISTON'sS helmet was off and I am not certain who
removed the helmet. As I was focused on keeping his neck and
head from moving, I noticed each time chest compression were
adminigtered, an increased amount of blood came from his sars or
the location of his ears. At no time did I observe any sings of
life. There were no groans or moans from Mr LISTON, and I never
check his vital sings. We continue life saving measure until
medical personnel from the fire department arrived.

Q: JOUBERT.

A: MUSITANO.

Q: Whers {ou able to see whether Mr LISTON make any efforts to
release his main parachute?

A: I could not tell from the distance.

Q: Have you ever met Mr LISTON?

A: No. I have cecen him gince I arrived, but ha and I never
spoke.

Q: Did you ever see ROACH experience any troubles with his
chute?

A: No.

Q: Did ROACH later tell you he had troubles with his chute on
the last jump?

A: Yea. I am not sure who, but I did learn there were two
malfunctions -~ back to back -~ on the last stick of jumpers.
Q: How long have you been a smoke jumper?

A: This is my third season.

Q: Is two malfunctiona on the same stick a common occurrence?
: No. This is so highly unlikely - I can't believe it.

j: Doayou know who were the spotters in the plane during these
umps?

A: ghere was only one spotter -~ Bill GRAMMER.

Q: Do you have anything add or delete to this statement?

A: No.///END OF STATEMENT///

33 A
A W e
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0062-00~CID20Q9-
STATEMENT OF MUSITANO, MARK A.
TAKEN AT Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-7840 DATED 29 Apr 2000 CONTINUED

~AFFIDAVIT

—— ————— - -

e,

I, MARK A. MUSITANO ,

HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND
ENDS ON PAGE 03. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT
MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND
HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE
MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR
UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

T§4/;4éiuf é//ﬂégzv/fgz,:::::fs-

ature of Person Makxing Statement)

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by law to
administer oaths, this 29 day of APR, 2000 at Fort Wainwright, AK
99703-7840

'3z Vaice JaseT am
YT?ped Name of Person Administering Oa

Fusc, 303
uthérity To Administer Uifﬁs)
WITNESS:
\M\ ™ W\
Exhibit: IntTIALS © PAGE 3 OF J_

" taidmeny  Exhibit

APPENDIX F - 69 -



=

POPO MO PO

PO PO PO

PO B0

ark Musitano Interview/w Leonard Wehking 5/10/2000

What did you see?

I looked up and saw him.

how high would you say he was?

Really early, right off.

How long would you say it took him to descend?

Really long. 30 seconds - forever. Maybe 20 seconds.

What color was the drogue?

I don’‘t know, it just looked like all the others. Looked
pretty good maybe slight angle but like all the others.
veicch said lets go so I started runcioag and looked back Lo
see him go into the trees.

How long until you found him?

Maybe 5 minutes. Civilian pointed to where he disappeared.
We found him 2 minutes after.

Who was the first on there?

Whenn I got there, Bradley was there and Perry was there. We
were all there in 15 seconds.

What did you do at that point?

I don‘t know, I had his head (demonstrates) while we rolled
him. People were un-clipping things. We had to shuffle
him. Matt tripped on lines. I was focused on his head and

aeyes.
Do you remembcr the I'C Bag laying there?
No.
Do you remember the color of the PG Bag?
No.
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Druce “Buck” Nelson Interview/w Leonard Wehking 5/9/2000

Q:
A:

FOF QrorOorONO

Did you see anything that day?

After the accident we went out to the site. Walked on the
road for awhile until ¢ T showed up. Videoed the scene
independently and gave our statements as to what we thought
happened. Went to Roach’s site.

What do you think?

Two drogue in tow.

Why do you think two drogue in tows occurred in a row?
Fluke.

Ever had a hesitation?

Nope. I‘ve heard of them but never had one.

How often have you heard of hesitations?

Not common, maybe once or twice a year.

What do you lock for when you ingpected the harness and
three ring system.

Damage to the loop and stitching.

Could the Becket stretch?

No, I don’t think so.
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Pat O’Brian interview w/Leonard Wehking
5/9/00

Q: Wehking: What were you doing and what did you see?

A: O’Brian: We werc practicing suit up drills, jump counts, exits, etc. Hd my son with me. We
were watching the first guys cxit. We were watching their jump counts. Watching Roach do his
thing. 1 was watching back and forth between Dave and roach. We were to far away to sce
anything, Dave seemed rock solid all the way down in a crouch with his hands at his hips
(demonstrated).

Q: What attitude was he to you?

A: Back to you slightly turned; turned so left side to me. He was knees bent solid. We thought it
was a dummy. I remember his feet were out some. Not uph igh but not straight down. [ had the
impression he was tail bone down.

Q: What color was his drogue?
A: Predominantly red, redish orangish.

Q: Could you see the color of his jump suit?
A: Dirty tan.

Q:: Color of his PG bag?
A: No, could see that.

Q: How many body length above him was the drogue and how long was the drogue?
A: About 3 body lengths above and about 1 body length. He went out the door and static line
deployed with a lot of flapping. The spatial relationship seemed unchanged

Q: How long did i1 take for him 10 reach the ground?

A: Neighborhood of 20-25 seconds? Still have the image of him be rock solid. Think about it he
probably had already played all his cards out and didn’t have anything else to do. Seemed like
everything had been done. All of his actions had been don up on top where he was too far away
to see.
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SWORN STATEMENT
For use of this fomm, ses AR 150-45; the proponent agency is COCSOPS "
‘y LOCATION DATE TiME 7 4. | FiLE MUMBER
A Fort Wainwright, AK 29 April 2000 2220 hrs o2 D~ ot
LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIODLE NAME SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER GRADE/STATUS
PERRY, Kennith Chacles -  eom————— CIV

GRGAMIZATION DR ADDRESS
Building 1042 Room 14, Apple Street Fort Wainwright, AK, 99703

. Kennith C, PERRY , WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNOER OATH:

On 29 April 2000, about 1600 hours, I drove out 1o a open area about ¥ mile east of the Ski Hill road, to watch the smoke
juropers parachute into the open wndra area. [ arrived and met with Paul LENMARK, who was the critique of the jurmp.
Abour 10 minutes after { arrived I saw the jumpers exit the aircrafi, Jim VIETCH, another person who was warching, yelled a
drogue n tow, that’s a malfunction, when a persons drogue chute of the parachute fails to deploy the main parachute, Ilooked
up I saw the jumper with the malfunction he was about 1500 fect above the ground and he was falling feet first i

straight down. He was probable about 600 meters away from our position. I got in my vehicle and myself, Jim VEACH, Miks
BRADLY, Ivan SMITH and Mark MUSSATANG drove in the direction that the jumper was fatliag. | stopped when § arrived
at the intersection near the Ski Lodge. There were some other people already there, it was a couple of older guys that had seeJ
the jumper fall into the woods. Th&pointed us in the right direction. We all got out of our vehicles and went through the
woods 10 ry and find the j r. One of the civilian guys who was out there, found the j r. He yelled that he had found
him and 1 ran over to him. I arrived, [ saw the jumper laying oa his left side, his was facing south and his heimet
and gear was still on him, At that time I knew it was David LISTON, I checked him for a pulse, by checking his carotid
artery, 1 conld not feel a pulse, Mikc BRADLEY was the other EMT who was there. He took the lead, myself, Ivan SMITH
and Mark MUSSATANO were assisting. Ivan SMITH began chest compression’s, Mike MUSSATANO was trying to get
airway open, | was getting the oxygen and bag valve masﬁ ready. Someone removed David LISTON'S helmet, | handed
the mask to Mike BRADLEY and they continued CPR. Other people began arriving and they began cutting a path through the
woods so we could take David LISTON out to the road. A few minutes later the Ambulance and Fire Department arrived, the
Ambulance crew took over the CPR and [ remained there at the scene to prevent any further movement of anything. 1 stayed
there while our Investigation Team arrived and taped off the area. The Military Police arrived a few minutes afier.

Q. When was this parachute jurap scheduied?

A. The jump was schedule about last Tuesday, 25 April 2000,

Q. What type of Aircraft were they jumping from?

A. They were jumping from a Casa-212,

Q. Who was the pilot of the aircraft?

‘1A, The Captain of the Aircraft was Chris ISSLAY

Q. Whar rype of parachutes was used by David LISTON?

A. The parachute was either Paraflight DC-7 or a Quanmym tri-lobe main parachute and a ParaFlight MT-18 reserve
parachute.

Q. When was the last time you spoke with LISTON?

A. I had spoken ta LISTON about two days ago, I congratulated him on his recent marriage.

Q. How was LISTON'S demeanor when you spoke with him?

A. He appeared to be happy.

Q. Describe anything you observed LISTON doing while he was falling?

A. He was to far away, I could not hear or sec any activity from him whilc he was falling,.

Q. How far from the road way was LISTON discovered?

A. He found about 150-200 meters from the road.

Q. Was there any portion of the of the parachute out of the pack tray when you arrived upon LISTON?

A. The and rescreve parachute was out of the container but the suspension lines were still in the deployment bag. When [ wend
back to the scene to show the Investigator what I had touched. I noticed the suspension lines were partially out of the bag, but
0o canopy was showing. ‘

Q. Who were the other Jumpers on the Aircraft with LISTON?

A. Ty HUMPHEY, Tom ROACH and Cded SHALOM, weirc the other jumpers on that stck.

Q. What was the planned altitude of the jump?

A, 3000 feer.

Q. Who checks the equipment of the jumpers prior to the jump?

A. Each jumper gers an equipment check by another jumper, this check is amajor check of all equipment. Prior 10 getting on
the aircraft. the spotter and assistant spotier does a three ring check, which is the major safety check. On the aircraft, just
prior to the jumper inspects his own equipment again.
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STATEMENT Continend/

Q. Who packs the utes used by the j

A. The main utes are packed by the j Jumpers themselves and the reserves are packed by a certified rigger.
. Are you a certificd Emergency Medical Technician?

. Yes, Iamccmﬁedl.bestatcof;\hska

. When was the last j jurmp refresher conducted by LISTON?

. LISTON has made jumps throught this week, this should have been his fifth jump this week.

. Do you bave anything else you would like to add to this statcmeat concerning this investigation?

. No. ///End of Statement///

QPO

AFFIDAVIT

| Keanith C. PERRY . HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TD ME THIS STATEMENT
WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND ENDS OX PAGE — 2. |FLLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE
BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. | HAYE INITIALED AtL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE ROTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. t HAYE MADE THS
STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BEMEFTT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THRAEAT OF PUNISHIENT. AND WITHOUT CUERCION. UNLAWFUL WRFLUENCE. OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT,

A

{Spustars of Parsan Kigking Ststourant)

g
. < KCP
WITNESSES: Subscribed amd 3wom to belers me, & persen suthorized by iew 10 b
sdministor sothe, this 29th  deyer _April 5% 00
s Fort Wainwright, Alaska

ORCANIZATION DR ADDREES (Sipmatare o/ Adwwinisteriog Geok}

Ronald S. YEATTS

{Typud Nowy 51 Parsan Adwisistering Osoki
Anicle 136 (b) (4), UCMJ
ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS {Antherity To Adwmisizier Jaths)

INITIALS OF PERSOK MAKING STATEMENT Y KC{)
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Interview notes  Jim Olson 5-9-00 Schlatter, Williams present
Re-interview: Ken Perry

Q. Was Pg bag attached?
A. No, not that he could remember. It was lying next to him (Liston) on its top.

Q. Were the main risers in place on or near hamess?
A. Doesn’t recall, but there was no material across face or throat area when he checked the
carotid artery.

Liston was not kicking or thrashing before impact.
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Oded Shalom interview with Leonare Wehking
5/3/00

Q: Wehking: When did you first see him, where was he?
A: Shalom: Above me

Q. What was your visualization?
A: I was mostly watching drogue. Saying pull, pull. Once he got below me I couldn’t see him
because of his drogue. [ later lost site because of me feet and gear.

Q: How far away was he when he passed you?
A: I don’t know, 50-100 yards.

Q: Was he close enough to see a reserve pilot chute?
A:Idon’t know. Idon’t have 20-20 vision.

Q: What was his body position?
A: It looked good. 1didn’t notice any thrashing.

Q: Did he put his PG bag on in the plane?
A: Yes,

Q: Any trouble?

A: It’s anew gag. No names. We switched. Hooking up was OK. These new bags ride high.
Fve noticed my reserve handle being covered when I bend over. I didn’t notice his routing of PG
bag straps.
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Interview Notes Jim Olson 5-10-00 Schiatter present

Re-interview: Oded Shalom

Oded told us he had a PG bag Fastex break once while sitting in the door prior to exit. He said
he felt something ‘give’. Hedidn't notice anything until his main opened. After he was under

canopy, he tried to reattach the bag, but couldn’t. Inspection of his PG bag Fastex after landing
revealed the broken piece from the male end (tine) to be still lodged in the female end.
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_______________________________________________________ o2-O-CeddY _____
File Number : 0062-00-CID209-

Location : Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-7040

Date 30 Apr 2000 7.4 Time: 0130— /57 T#0
Statement Of ROACH, THOMAS ORVAL '

SSN : R Grade/Status: GS-6

Org/Address : BLM - SMOKEJUMPERS, FORT WAINWRIGHT, AK 99703
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I, THOMAS . ROACH, WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:
I have been a Smokejumper since May 20, 1998. Dave LISTON and I
were rookie Smokejumpers together. Today we were deoing practice
jumps. We were on our second jump of the day. Dave was jumping
on the same stick as me., Before we boarded the plane we

jump order, Dave became third man cut of the plane, and I was
going to be the fourth. We were jumping on the second stick out
of the plane. When the plane went up there were eight guys, the
first four went and the plane circled back around and then our
stick went. When we jump there is a 2-3 second delay between
jumpers going out.. Dave went to the door and wag slapped and he
went out the doar. There was no problems that I noticed as he
went out. I moved into the doorway and was given the signal and
I went out. Our drogue is attached to a static line inside the
plane. The drogue is a small parachute, which is used to
stabilize a person and then assist in the deployment of the main
chute. I did a 5 second count after I went ocut and then pulled
the handle for my main chute. I knew that the main chute did
not deploy and I reached up behind me and didn’t feel any lines
or anything back there. Then I pulled the main release handle to
get rid of whatever was up there. There is a reserve static line
attached to the main chute, which is supposed to automatically
deploy your reserve chute. This did not happen and I had to
pull reserve handle, which did deploy my reserve chute. Once
the reserve was deployed I locked around to make cure thare were
no other smokejumpers in the area. I saw the first two guys
from our stick jump and saw that I was 300 feet below and 300
away from them horizontally alsc. I did not see Dave, but
assumed since he jumped after them he was above them. I tfound
the jump spot and steering towards it. I landed about 100 yards
or so short of the jump spot. I immediately started getting out
of my harnmess and jump suit. I was concerned with getting to
the jump spot to let everyone know that I was ckay. Then I saw
one of the gquys coming towards me and I yelled that I was okay.
After I got unhooked I saw that my main chute and drogue were
still attached. Some of the lines from the main chute had come
out but not all the way. The reserve static line appeared to
have been caught up and did not deploy like it should have. I
think it was because there was not enough pressure or resistance
to pull it completely out, but this is pure speculation on my
part. The reserve static line is 10 feet long. My entire
harness, jumpsuit and all gear except my personal gear bag, is
still where I landed. During my jump I did not see Dave at all
after he went out of the plane. I had no idea what happened
until after I landed and was talking to other people., I went out
to the road and caught a ride with some other smokejumpers who
were coming from the jump shack. When we got there the Fort
Wainwright Fire department EMT’s were pulling up. At that point
I decided to let them do their job and I just help carry gear
and clear a trail with chain saws.
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0062-00-CL02(09-
STATEMENT OF ROACH, THOMAS ORVAL

TAKEN AT Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-7840 DATED 30 Apr 2000 CONTINUED.

Q: When you were talking to Dave before and during the flight to
the time of the jump, did he appear upset or have his mind on
anything else?

A: Absolutely not. He was his normal happy go lucky Dave. He
was the furthest ona from having emotional problems.

Q: Did you notice anything unusual when he went ocut of the plane?
A: Nope, completely normal exit. No problems with it at all.
The drogue went out fine and he was hooked up fine.

Q: jumps did Dave have?

A: About txe same as me, probably in the upper 60’s.

Q: Do you k.now if he had ever experianced malfunctions with his
parachute in the past?

A: Yes, he did have a malfunction with his parachute during his
rockie year. It was a fire jump in Washington. He had what was
called a "spinning malfunction". It is a low speed, situation
and he wag able to take corrective action by deploying his
reserve.

Q: Do you know who packed your chute?

A: Dave HADE, but I think it was more of an equipment malfunction
than the chute itself. Again this is speculation on my part.

Q: Do you know who packed Dave’s chute?

A: No.

Q: Do you have anything eloc to add to this statement concerning
this incident?

A: No.///END OF STATEMENT///

For official use only
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0062-00-C.Lu209-
STATEMENT OF ROACH, THOMAS ORVAL
TAKEN AT Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-7840 DATED 30 Apr 2000 CONTINUED.
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HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND
ENDS ON PAGE 03. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT
MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND
HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE
MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR
UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

pe——

{Signdture of Person Making Statement])

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by law to
adminisfer pa his 30 day of APR, 2000 at Fort Waimnwright, AK

99703 -7840

gnaturé of Perscon Administering Oath)
SA NICHOLAS F. SEIBERT
(Typed Name of Person Administering Oath)
ARTICLE 136 (b) (4) OMJT
(Authority To Administer Oaths)
WITNESS:

Exhibit: INITIALS 7. K PAGE 3 OF I
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SWORN STATEMENT
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WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND ENDS ON PAGE

WITNESSES:

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS

ORGAMIZATION OR ADDREES

. HAVE READ OB HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT
2. |FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTG OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE
BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. | HAYE IMITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AMD HAVE tNETIALED THE BOTTOM GF EACH P,
STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT OF PUNIGIIMINT,

DI 130 (N (LC. M. T
Te Aduinicter Oaths!

CONTAMING THE STATENENT. | HAVE MADE THIS
UNLAWFUL SNFLUENCE, DR UNLAWPUL INDUCEMENT.

o P pil . Tt ———

(Trywd Bame of Forsex Adwinsvnly Ouill

INITIALE OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT

1.

ME 2 0 Q. mEs
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SWORN STATEMENT
W For wea of this farm, sas AR 19045 the s 00CSOPS
LOCATION DATE =, | vt T5 [P wumeen
Fort Wainwright, AK 30Aprﬂ§ D162
LAST NAME, FAST NAME, MIDDLE NANE SOCIAL SECURITY GRADE/STATUS
SMITH Ivan Kendrick h GS-6
ORGAMIZATION OR ADDRESS

USDI Bureau of Land Management, Fairbanks, AK 99701

)

FOFOFQOFOPOFQPOFOFZOPQ

17 1 Ivan K. SMITH  WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWANG STATEMENT UNDER QATH:

On 29 Apr 00, at approximately lﬁlSlmvedumejumpspotwobsuveﬁ:proﬁmcyﬂ was sbout to occurr. At

about 1645 | observed the first stick exit the aircraft Az the landing
the second stick was exiting the aireraft. 1 wmﬁﬁm% m%ard VBrTCng?dgkmw:m

drogue in tow, somcoucgaaumenonhmlmenlookndnpmdwmd a malfunction. I
followed him i} he from my view. 1 ran out 0 the road and andMark ATAVO, and Mant
LYONS got into Mel N'scaranddmvedownkwerl!d to Birch Rd.wheuwetwnedrwmandwentto
the turn off to the ski lodge. When we got there | noticod another vehicle (hat was there and (wo omher that 1 didn't

stated that they had seen someone fall into the woodline. We ( Jim VIETCH, Mike . Mark

know. They

NUSSATAVO, Ken PERRY, Matt LYONS) swdmgfonhepnqer ?gmxm:IymeMIhdemPERRY
uyhu::‘mhae Welnﬂmmnvudgedbegx and First Aid. A shor tme later the EMT's
Larvived snd-set

wp-thoir-cquipmont,-| was-then
I then move out of the wa whiletheysullmedtommme €. 'Immeﬂfl‘swmemgwm
in the ambulance. I stayed at the scene.
Q: Did you notice when LISTON was if he was moving around?
Altwouldappearfmmmyvmagcpomt he was conclous and anempting malfunction procedures.
Q: gndyouhcarhimmhngmysmmdsdurmg:hemr’

Q DoyouknowwboperfomndLlS’I‘ONsbuddycheckbeforcthcjtmp'?
Q go you know who packed LISTON's parachute?

Q What was LISTON's attiude like this past week?

A: Nutting out of the ordinary for Dave, he was happy to be at work and refreshing.
Q: What was LISTON's attitude like pnor 10 the jump?
A:Nothing out of the for ve.

Q: How many times had this week?
A:Tmswasmssmpmnciemyjmp week.

ow many times had LISTON jumped that day?

Tlus was his second jump that day.

as LISTON a profficient jumper?

my opinion {!

ow long had LISTON been jumping?

is was his 3rd season.

you know what ly&:of parachute LISTON was using?
ither a Trilobe or a

you know what type of reserve LISTON was using?
ccll chest rescrve parachute.

you got to LISTON was he responsive?

as LISTON's main parachute deployed when you found him?
don't know.
rc you EMT qualified?

|d you or apyone clse move LISTON after you found him?

e moved LISTON approximately 2 feet into a better position to administer CPR and First Aid.
position was LISTON in when FOu found him?

ying on his left side with his head shightly propped up on some black spruce saplmgs.IS

SEE g T

oF

su<>~gg§:g
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ATEMENT Kantiosad]
:x‘guusronmuhaveauofhisequipm-on'r
A: Yes.
Q: Do you have an funther that you would like (0 add o this statemcnt?
“FA: No///END OF %‘rmb
AFHSAWT
L Ivan K. SMITH , . KAYE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TOME THIS STATEMENT

WHICH BEGINS OW PAGE | AND ENDS 0N PAGE _2__. IFULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE
BY ME. THE STATEMENT 15 TRUE. | HAVE HTIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AXD HAVE PTIALET THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS
STATEMENT EREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BEMEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT OF PUNIRHMENT, WITHOUT UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFR. INDUCEMENT.

{Sigmtury of Pyrson Mulking Stetewment}
WITHESSES: Subscrived and swors te belors M & parsen suthericed by low 08

ae_

URGARZATION O ADORESS

INV Robert P. NEILL

{Typad Nowe of Porson Advinirtovieg Dot}

: ART 136 (b) (4) UCMJ
ORGANIZATION OR ADORESS {Autiarity Ta Adwmivister Doths)
ITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT
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SWORN STATEMENT

File Number : 0062—00—-CID209-

o5
Location : Fort Wainwrig AK 99703-7840 i
Date : 29 Apr 2000 3% Time: 2335 62357

Statement Of: 0D NMN

SSN : Grade/Status: GS-6

Org/Address : ALASKA FIRE SERVICE (BLM) SMOKE JUMPERS, FORT WAINWRIGHT,
AKX 997(¢3

Q5
I, ODED SHALOM, WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:
Today at 1630 I went up in a CASA 212 aircraft piloted by
Chris Eisley, and a co-pilot Stoney, to conduct the last
refresher practice jump. I was on the second stick with
Humphrey, Dave Liston, and Tom Roach. This was the last 4 man stick
practice jump. Roach and Liston had already jumped once earlier
today so this was their second jump. The order we jumped out
was Ty Humphrey, myself, Dave Liston, and then Tom Roach. A total of
two sticks went up. At 1500 feet, the streamers were deployed to
detect wind direction by the spotters aboard the plane. There
was about 100 yards of drift, which is a real light wind. We
could see that the wind was shifty on the ground. Then the plane
rose to 3000 feet and made two passes in a circle, the wind was
shirfting about ninety degrees, and the spoLters were
communicating with people on the ground to ensure it was good
for us to jump. The first stick jumped, and then another pass
was made for us to jump. Ty Jjumped first followed by me, and then
Liston jumped. Y was watching Liston jump, and I noticed that
his drogue ride, which is normally a five second ride where
the jumper is falling only under the drogue (pilot chute), never
ended. I was expecting Liston to pull his drogue release handle, but
he continued falling. I yelled at him to pull the handle, but

_ I'm not sure whether he heard me or not, and I couldn't tell
whether he pulled it or not. Then I watched him as he fell, until
the angle got to where I couldn't see him because of my feet.
Then I turned myself to find him, and I saw a reserve chute had
been deployed underneath me. I assumed that Liston had somehow
pulled it out, but then I looked for Roach who should have been
above me and I couldn't find him. When I IT0Dkedbetow me, T C7f5

that one had 1led thei hiad I %} r—i

Once I landed on the ground, there was a lot of confusion as to

whether Liston had pulled out or not. I started packing my gear

into a packout bag and realized that only three of us had come

down. Then I headed out into the woodBilmsito find Liston. Jlwas- é? .
hetrind Mike Bradley, Ken Perry, Ty Humphrey, and Mel Tennessenp@ W, 4$£h
I met up with Bruce Ford, and we walked over to where they had

found Liston. Both Bruce and I helped clear the brush to get him

out. His gear was already off, and Mike Bradley and the

Ambulance crew was working on him. The Fort Wainwright ambulance

guys had taken over and they were giving instructions on how

they were going to move him. Then Liston was put in the back of

the ambulance and taken to the hospital. Mike Bradley rode with

the paramedics, and Liston, in the ambulance too.

Q. How experienced was Liston?

A. He was a newer guy, but he's been jumping since 1998 which

was his rookie year.

Q. What was Liston's disposition like the past few days? .

A. Same as ever, he's always fun loving and just jacked on beimg()js

Exhibit: vitIaLs O S PAGE 1 OF 3
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

For oficial use only Exhibit

APPENDIX F ~ 86 : C—



006Z- 0 Ld209

0062-00-CID209-
STATEMENT OF SHALOM, ODED NMN

TAKEN AT Fort Wainwright, AK 995703-7840 DATED 29 Apr 2000 CONTINUED.

v~/ a jumper. He had just gotten married, and had purchased some
land up here in Alaska last fall which he was jacked about.

Q. What is jacked?

A. Happy.

Q. What was his attitude like today before the jump?

A. He was laughing and happy that ha wae getting to jump two
times today.

Q. When Liston was falling, did he appear to be struggling with
his chute?

A. I dia not notice.

Q. gid you hear him make any vocal sounds?

A. No.

Q. Other then the drogue that was rode all the way down, did you
obsgrve anything else unusal in LISTON.

A. No.

Q. Who packs the chutes you utilize during these jumps?

A. We, the smokejumpers, always pack our own chutes. Not that we
always get the one we packed, but it's logged who packed what
chute.

Q. What checks are were conducted on the chutes prior to
jumping?

A. We check everything from the boots to the chutes to

ensure all equipment is good. Then, because it was a practice
jump, the spotter conducted a three ring check prior to boarding
the plane. And a four point check, to ensure the handles are where
they are supposed to be, is done by each individual before jumping.
Q. Do you know who Liston's buddy was today?

A. No

Q. Who were the spotters on the plane today?
~A. Bill Cramer and his assistant spotter Dave Hade.

Q. Has Liston ever had a malfunction before?

A. Yes, last season he had one. I heard it was a tough spot, and
everyone involved with that jump said he did a really good job.
Q. What was the problem that Roach had with his chute?

A. He had bag lock, which is where the main chute doesn't comea
out of the bag. This is the first time I've ever heard of one of
our guys having one.

Q. Do you have anything to add to this statement?

A. This guy was really sharp. He is not the type of guy thatﬁDfs
would have paniced when this happened.///End of Statement[//€)55
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0062-00—-CID209-
, STATEMENT OF SHALOM, ODED NMN
7 TAKEN AT Port Wainwright, AK 99703-7840 DATED 29 Apr 2000 CONTINUED.
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I, ODED SHALOM

ijHAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND
ENDS ON PAGE 03. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT
MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS5 TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND
HAVE TNITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE
MADE THIS STATEMERT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR
UNLAWFUL INDUGCEMENT

ignafiire of Person Making Statement)

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by law to
administer oaths, this 29 day of APR, 2000 at Fort Wainwright, AK

99703-7840
{Signature of Person Administer

SA WARREN D. WCRTH

ameé of Person inistering Oath)
ARTICLE 136 (b) {(4) UCMJ
{Authority To Administer Oaths)

WITNESS:

[ 7

LiARAE A S Tavged

Exhibit: INITIALS(Z :5 PAGE 3 OF\jz
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
For officil use only
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0062-00-CID209~-
STATEMENT OF THOMAS, BERT EDWARD
TAKEN AT Fort Wainwrlght, AK 99703-7840 DATED 29 Apr 2000 CONTINUED.

— ——— — . o e o ——

« BERT E. THOMAS

HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND
ENDS ON PAGE 02. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT
MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND
HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE
MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT

THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR
UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by law to
administer ocaths, this 29 day of APR, 2000 at Fort Wainwright, AK

{Signature of Person Administering Oath)
. SA WARREN D. WORTH

{Typed Name of FPerson Administering Oath)
ARTICLE 136 (b} (4) UCMJ

(Authority TG Administer Oaths)

WITNESS:

Exhibit: INITI PAGE 2 OF Z
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

For oficial use orly Exhibit
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Interview Notes Jim Olson 5-10-00 Schlatter, Wehking, and Williams
Re-interview: Tom Roach

Q. Did you help Liston put his PG bag on in the plane?
A. No.

Q. Did you notice Liston’s method of getting in the door? Did you notice anything unusual
about Liston’s door procedures or exit?

A. Did not notice, nothing unusual.

Tom asked if he could get his personal gear back from his jump gear—coat, raincoat, etc.
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Roach Interview/w Lecnard Wehking s/9/2000

Did Dave need your help getting his PG Bag on?

No, he had it hooked up by the time I got it on.

Was there anything about getting into the door by Dave that
was unusual?

No.
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Joe Rogan Interview w/Leonard Wehking
5/7/00 11:22am

Q: Wehking: What did you see?

A: Rogan: We were practicing counts while watching the jumpers
exit.4th guy’s chute finally open so watched 34 jumper. Couldn’'t
tell if drogue was fully deployed or if “gain speed” changed the
shape. Haven't ever seen the drogue for a long time without the
main comint out. I thought the drogue would seem fuller. It
definitely wasn‘t a streamer. But I wondered if you did speed,
if the shape would change. Riyhkt before the trees (400°) I
noticed something flap about chest level. No color just shade.

Q: Could you see any flailing?

A: No not at that distance. But I think I could have noticed leg
movement .

My first reaction was, was the drogue fully inflated, but I
haven't seen them that long in fall. I don’t know what it’s
supposed to look like.

Q: Did it seem fully inflated at first?

A: I don't know if it seemed to get small as it fell. There was
not a point at which it suddenly shrank. I don’t know what they
do. My impression was that it seemed to get smaller. Maybe
elongated or more tear dropped. Maybe longer. I kept going back
to does it change shape as time goes by or speed increases. As
it changes shape does spaed increase. It just seemed to change
shape from the time we noticed something was wrong. I just don’t
have experience watching encugh drogue,

Q: Describe the object away £from the body.

A: Oblong flap elongated (4-5 ft long, maybe 1-2 ft wide). It
looked kind of like a wind sock with him. Larger at the bottom
than at the top. I saw it for just a flash.

Q: Could you have noticed it higher if it was there?
A: Depending on if he was straight away or sideways.

Q: Was he spinning?

A: I didn‘t get that impression. If there was an inatantanecous
event where changes happened, it could have happened while I was
looking at the fourth guy.

Q: Did he seem to accelerate?

A: We talked in class about how long it takes to fall. About 20-
30 seconds. It seemed a lot faster than that. But that could be
perception. | mean it seems like only 10 or 15 seconds.

Q: What coloxr was the drogue?

A: I want to say orange.

Something definitely popped into my head that id didn’t seem
fully inflated.

Q: How many drogues have you seen?
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Q: A few on fires, but mostly that day. We were watching and
practicing our counts. I just don’t visualize the canopy
{droque) as being big and fat. I just don’t visualize Dave's as
being big and fat.

Q: Who was watching with you?
A: Brian Patten and Dustin Dome.
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d Strong Interview/w Leonard Wehking 5/9/2000

.
.
.

What were your initial thoughts?

How could we get two drogues in tow in a row? This is the
first in 14 years.

What kind of change do you think needed to be done.

I was happy with the system. I couldn’'t think of anything
that could go wrong with the system. After I heard that
some of the reserve had come out I was really dumb-founded.
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V/ Ivan Swmith Inlerview/w Leonard Wehking 5/10/2000

O 0 S R’JO.’D'D.‘D'D:U;O

e 4

T T T T

=0

Were you on the jump spot?

Yes, I’'d jumped earlier.

When Veitch said drogue in two did you see it?

Yes.

How high?

1500-1700? Far below where he should be.

What first struck you?

It seemed that he was doing a cork screw action. Good back
drop.

How long d4id you see him.

4-6 seconds.

Body position?

Too far. I could tell he was feet to earth.

Color of drogue?

No, well ----- I‘'m guessing, but red and blue? No I saw it
at the site. His body was definitely moving in relationship
to the drogue (corkscrewing) he seemed to be in control and
conscious his arms weren’t floppy they seemed to be moving
in control.. Body seemed to be correct position.

Describe the sequence of events when you got to the scene?
I drove Mel‘s vehicle over with Matt Lyons, and Mark
Musitano. Started yelling for Dave, ran into the woods and
talked to civilian (Fisher) 1 ¥ - 2 wminutes of looking,
when Ken yelled he’d found him. We were there between 45
seconds te a minute after Ken was there. Mike was trying to
get the pulsc. Mike told the civilian to <all €11. BG Bag
wag removed on the right side and was still connected on the
left? That’s what I remember. I just know 1t wasn’t
connected on the right side but it was lying like it was
still connected on the left side.

What do you remember about the main riser?

I want to say 1 remember seeing A-2 ---- something on the
rigers. I want to say I could see the 3 rings, I want to
say I tried bat the rings away.
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Murry Taylur Interview/w Leonard Wehking 5/10/2000

B0 O

Did you see anything from the jump spot?

I thought about it and I didn't see anything. Bukt on the
road after the accident some said to Veitch that something
was weird about Dave’s PG bag. That triggered something in
my head. I saw this picture in my mind of a quy in the
ready room in full jump gear. He was showing how high his
PG bag (big blue one} c¢ould move up and out.

Did it move above the reserve handle?

NO.

Where the straps tight?

No, I don‘t think sc. They had to be loose and we always
snug them up before jumping. After that I went to Cary
(Baumgartner] to ask him about the twists. I figured the
pilot chute had to ricochet off something. My initial
memary af the action in the ready room was Dave but then I
thought it might have been Tye Humphries. I don‘t know, he
doesn’'t remember anything.
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SWORN STATEMENT
For wsa of this form, ses AR 130-45; the propenent agency is J3CSOPS
; LOCATION DATE . TME X7 7777 | FItf MIMBER
Fort Wainwright, AK 29 Apnii 2000 2359 hrs OG-S O-LrORL0T
LAST NAME. FIRST NAME. MIDDLE NAME SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER GRADEISTATUS
TENNESON. Melvin. James 1 N cv
ORGANIZATION DR ADDRESS
766 Old Steese Highway N. Fairbanks, AK, 99712
I, Melvin J. TENNESON . WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWANG STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

On 29 April 2000, about 1620 hours, myself, Ty HUMPHEY, Tom ROACH and Oded SHALON, Mel TENISON, Mich

DAKOTA, David LISTON, Mike LAMBRIGHT, loaded the aircraft for our jmg. We got off the ground about 1630 hours.

we flew toward our drop zone. I was on the first stick, we went out of the aircraft prior to LISTON, who was on the second

stick. [ was the first jumper to hit the ground. I noticed that Jim VEACH, Paul LENMARK, Charlie BROWN, and Bruce

FORD were looking north toward the ski slope. One of them were saying that someone bad rode a drouge in, meaning that

there main parachute did not deploy. I loocked back and { saw a jumper niding his reserve parachute in, I told them no he was

right here. Charlic BROWN said no, [ saw someoce ride the drouge in. I then got my gear together. We counted the other

jumpers on the drop zone and | knew the missing jumper was David LISTON. I then began running in the direction that we

were dropped looking for the jumper. [ went north through the woads. | heard the sirens, then I came out to the road and raa

up the road toward the ski hill, When I got down to the hody, Tvan SMITH was administering chest compression to LISTON.

I relieved him and began giving the chest compression, then we placed him on a back board a.ndtraxﬂ:omd him up to the

road where the Ambulance was parked. We placed him in the vehicle. I remained out on the road while the Military Police

were there taking statements.

Q). When was this parachute jump scheduled?

A. The jump was schedule about last Monday, 24 April 2000.

Q. What type of Aircraft were you jumping from?

A. I was jumping from a Casa-212, tail number 117 BH.

Q. Who was the pilot of the aircrafi? .

A. The Captain of the Aircraft was Chris EJESLE, the co-pilot was Sioney BAUER.

Q. Whar type of parachuies was used by David LISTON?

A. The parachute was either Paraflight DC-7 or a Quantum tri-lohe main parachute and a ParaFlight MT-1S reserve

poarachute, | heard that LISTON was jumping the tri-lobe.

Q. What was the planned altirude of the jump?

A. 3000 feet.

RQ. Who checked the equipment of the jumpers prior to the jump?

A. We cach had a buddy check done right after we suited up, pricr to getting on the aircrafl. Then a check is made by the

spotiers, who were Bill CRAMER and Dave HADE. They done a three ring check, the Reserve Static Line, and the closing

pitt on the main parachute. On the aircraft, just prior to the exit the jumper does a four point check on his own equipment,

Q. Who packs the parachutes used by the jumpers?

A. The main parachuwes are packed by the jurnpers themselves and the reserves are packed by a certified rigger.

Q. Who inspected LISTON'S equipment during the buddy check?

A. I don’t know who checked him during the buddy check, but KRAMER and HADE checked him prior to him getting on the
lane.

& . Huw ofien has LISTON jumped?

A. This jump was his forth or fifth jump this spring, he has been jumping over two years, this is his third season.

Q. Did you notice anything that appeared wrong with LISTON'S equipment when you arrived at his body?

A. No, I did not inspect any of the equipment, 1 was only there trying 1o help LISTON.

Q. When was the last time you spoke with LISTUN?

A. I had spoken to LISTON prior to our departure oa the aircraft, but nothing significant,

Q. How was LISTON'S demeanor duriag the past three days?

a. He appeared to be happy, fun to be around.

A,

Q.

A

Q.

A

e}

Are you a certified Emergency Medica! Technician?
Yes, I am certified the state of Alaska.
Who else was performing CPR on LISTON when you arrived?

Matt LYONS, was doing the bag, Ivan SMITH was performing chest compression’s and the paramedics were also there
o was riding their reserve parachute in?

Tom ROACH rode his reserve parachute in. He told me that pulled his rip cord and nothing happened with his parachute,
he said he looked up and saw nothing above him, meaning there was no main parachute depioyed, so he activated his reserve,

EXHIBIT INTIALS, OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT
mT PAGEIOF 2 PAGES
ADDITHONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING *STATEMENT OF TAKEN AT DATED CONTIVUED.”
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STATEMENT (Cantioved!

Q. Do you have anything else you would like to add to this statement concerning this investigation?
A. No. ///End of Statement///

AFFIDAVIY
i, Melvin J. TENNESON . HAVE READ OR HAYE HAD READ T0 ME THIS STATEMENT
WHNCH BEGINS DM PAGE | AND ENDS ON PAGE —2 . IFULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE

BY ME, THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. [ HAVE WTIALED ALl CORRECTIONS AND HAYE INTTIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. | HAYE MADE THIS
GTATCMCNT MMZLLY WITHOUT HOPE OF BINCITT ON NCWARD, WITHOUT THREAT U FUNISIMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENTE, OR UMLAWFL INUUCEMENT.

%

WITNESSES: Subscribed s swemn te bafers me, § person sutherizad by lew to
) adminirter oaths, this 20th ey of April &P 00
u_Fort Wainwright, Alaska A mr
- (/‘,
ORGANZATION 08 AODRESS

{Sigoaturs of Adminéstonng Deth!

Ronald S, YEATTS

{Tysed Kawe of Porsan Aswinistocing Doth}
Article 136 (b) (4), UCMI
ORGANZATION OR ADDRESS {Autherity To Adwminisier Doths)
WITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT Y M. , )
oA PAGE o PAGES

WRAME ¥1.0D
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SWORN STATEMENT
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File Number . 0062-00-CID209-

Location : Fert Wainwright, AK 99703~7840 .
Date :4:99¥ Apr 2000 Time: 2335 © (1/2 [}
Statement Of: ws HARGRAVE :

SSN Grade/Status: GS—S
Org/Address : ALASKA SMOKE JUMPERS, FORT WAINWRIGHT, AK 99703

B

Ia JAMES H. VEITCH, WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:
I was acting as an observer during the jump in which LISTON was
mortally injured. During that jump I was located at the jump
spot or 1t is alsao called the spot of where the jumpers will try
to land. I knew it was a four man stick and I watched the plane
going arocund and out loud I counted one out, twc out, three out
four out., This counting is the persons coming out of the plane.
I glanced away for just a second and then looked back and saw
one person in a drogue in tow. This is when the drogue does not
released on command and releases the main canopy, I called this
out loud to draw everyone'’s attention to it. When thie
malfunction occurs there is a normal cadence that a person goes
through to come out of the problem they are experiencing.

This also happens in a time frame, and the reserve did not come
cpen in a time I thought it should had. I observed the jumper
to continue descending and watched for the reserve to come out,
which it did not. At a certain low point where you know things
are critical, I obgerved that the drogue appeared normal. I
believe I was looking at the jumpers left side. I believe I saw
something flapping or floating about his head or above and that
was unusual. There is a normal picture of a jumper you see, but
there was something about head height of the jumper that caught
my attention. I did not see any arm flailing or feet kicking.
The jumper was in an upright position and was not spinning. I
then lost sight of the jumper as he went into the trees. 1I
tried to stay motionless during the event, but as soon as he
went out of sight we ran to the road to get in the vehicles so
we could go to where the jumper went into the woods at. As we
drove up to the point of the road where we thought he went in at
I looked at my watch and it was 4:47pm. It probably tock us
about 3 to 4 minutes from the time I saw him disappear into the
trees till when we arrived at where we thought was the correct
Place to enter the woods. We jumped out of the truck and fanned
out to start loocking for the jumper and probably within 2 to 3
minutes we were on the sight were Dave was. We had 2 EMTs that
arrived before me and I believe there was 2 more after me and
they were already administering first aid and their needed
medical procedures. They were all acting in a very calm and
professional manor. There was no panic at the scene.

Q. Were {ou friends with LISTON?

A. I would say s0 yes.

Q. What was his attitude like today during mission?

A. This was his second jump today. I jumped with him earlijier.
‘He was very composed cheerful and alert. He made a good landing
and was joking around during this first jump.

Q. Has LISTON ever had to correct a majfunction before while jumping?
A. VYas. His rookie year which was:#ey11998 he had a bad jump.
While in Washington State, we had to jump one time together and
it was a very dangerous jump. We had to land on cne spot. Dave
jumped before me and had a malfunction. He had tension knot andﬂ [

. s A
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0062-00—CIQ209—

STATEMENT OF VEITCH, JAMES H. 30
TAKEN AT Fort Wainwright, AK 99703~7840 DATED ‘29 Apr 2000 CONTINUED.

Jke had to go through malfunction procedure. Then after he pulled
that off, he had to pull out a perfect landing or risk inj .
which he did. As an old guy looking at a roockie, I was really
impressed with his performance and was always very confident

with him after that.
Q. Did LISTON mention any problems he was currently having today?

A. He was a very happy go lucky kind of guy and he did not
mention anything to me.

Q. Do you have anything to add to this statement?

A. I feel that Dave did everything correctly and followed his
procedures correctly. This is based on past observations of his
performance.///End of Statement//éfv
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STATEMENT OF VEITCH, JAMES H. 20
TAXEN AT Fort Walinwright, AR 99703-7840 DATED 25 Apr 2000 CONTINUED.
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AFFIDAVIT

kd;, JAMES H. VEITCH ,
HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND
ENDS ON PAGE 03. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENT3 OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT
MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. T HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND
HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE
MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR
UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

/
jZkahwﬂggziénggzi\

S

(Sﬁgnafure of Person Making Statement)

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by law to
administer oaths, this 29 day of APR, 2000 at Fort Wainwright, AK

/¢2;<:u”1£i;7t¢£<£f_m—w“_*h\ 99703-7840

(Signature of Person Adminietering Oath)
~SA WARREN D. WORTH
ame Oof Person Administering oath)
ARTICLE 136 (b){4) UCMJ
(Authority Yo Administer Oaths)

WITNESS:
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Date: 8 May 2000

To: BLM parachute accident investigation team
From: Jim Veitch, smokejumper
Subject: Drogue in tow statistics

One of the very first things that struck me as odd about the jumps of 29 April was the apparent
occurrence of two drogue in tow malfunctions on the same stick. [t struck me as a mathematical
impossibility. :

Attached is a document titled: "Ram Air Malfunction History”. It records ali the known
malifunctions from 1979 through 1998 for both Alaska and Boise. One additional malfunction
occurred in 1999, a tension knot on a Goliath canopy.

Only three drogue in tow malfunctions have been recorded with the present system. Three
drogue in tow malfunctions occurred in the early days of development but those systems were
markedly different in design and function and can not be counted. The two, in 1983 and 1984
were due to the handle separating from the long yellow cable due to manufacturing problems.
This problem seems to have been corrected.

In 1992 a drogue in tow was caused by an incorrectly repaired bridle assembly. The bridle broke
on drogue opening shock precluding its release. Corrective measures have been instituted to
avoid a reoccurrence. This malfunction happened in Boise.

In discussions with older smokejumpers some can remember several (less than 2-37) "release
hesitations"” where the jumper started to go for the main canopy release handle but the main
canopy opened before they could get to the first handle. These incidents arc not well
documented.

A reliable count of the total Alaska ram air jumps from 1988 through 1999 inclusive totals
13,959 (this does not include jumps out of Boise). During that period there were zero drogue in
tow maifunctions in Alaska. The 1992 drogue in tow occurred in Boise. All three known drogue
in tows could be clearly attributed to a manufacturing or repair error. The document "Ram Air
Malfunction History" states that as of 6-4-97 there had been 10,018 ram air jumaps made on the
Trilobe type canopy. It does not state the total jumps on other types of canopies. An estimate of
over 10,000 jumps have been made on the Goliath and other canopies. That’s over 20,000 jumps
with 3 drogue in tow malfunctions assigned to traceable mechanical failure. Each particular
malfunction cause has been corrected through improved manufacturing or repair procedures.

The drogue in tow malfunction can and should be looked at in a different way. The three
malfunctions mentioned above were all traceable mechanical failures. Roach’s problem was
different. It could be defined as a drogue retease mechanism function failure. Nothing broke, no
physical evidence remains to explain why the failure occurred. In fact the release did eventually
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function as the reserve canopy began to inflate. The lift of the reserve droop risers may have
changed the harness geometry enough to change the drogue release 3-ring situation allowing a
release. The undocumented reports of "release hesitation™ may have been of a similar nature.
Some slight shift or shake may have cleared the problem. Roach acted properly and quick
enough to get the reserve out prior to the delayed release of the 3-ring.

Now if we assume that Liston also had a release hesitation, what are the odds of that happening?

Using 4 release hesitations in 20,000 jumps or,1 every 5,000, the probability is 4 divided by
20,000 jumps or 0.0002 for a single cvent. What is proposed is not a single event but the
occurrence of the same rare event happening one after another. The probability of two such
consecutive events is 0.0002 multiplied by 0.0002 or 0.00000004. That’s 1 expected double
drogue hesitation out of every 25 million jumps. Even if we were to say there have been 100
release hesitations over the years that would give odds against a double occurrence at 1 in
40,000. Given that all 3 recorded drogue in tows could be traced to identifiable causes the lack
of physical evidence on either Roach’s or Liston’s equipment raises considerable consternation,

Mathematically the possibility of two consecutive drogue hesitation malfunctions is so remote it
strongly suggests that Liston did not have a drogue in tow. This is an understatement. It’sa 1 in
25 million chance that Liston had a drogue hesitation of noticeable duration.

If Liston did not have a drogue hesitation then he did not pull his drogue release handle in the
normal time frame. If he did not pull his drogue release handle in the normal time frame there
must have been a cause. That cause had to be pronounced enough to distract or prevent him from
carrying out his normal drill. Something dramatic enough to pull his attention away from what
was deeply ingrained in his mind and motor function. The normal drill would have eventuated
with a drogue release handle pull in from 2 to 6 seconds from time of exit. Therefore something
happened within 6 seconds from exit that disrupted his normal drill.
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1979-

1981-

1982-

1983-

1984-

1987-

1988-

1989-

1990-

1of3

Ram Air Malfunction History

Prepared by Gary Baumgartner 3-11-99

150 ram air jumps, 5 reserve rides.
Note: These malfunctions occurred during the research and development stages of

the ram air program.

190 ram air jumps, 1 reserve ride.
Note: These malfunctions occurred during the research and development stages of
the ram air program.

354 ram air jumps, 0 reserve rides.

707 ram air jumps, 2 reserve rides, 2 minor malfunctions.

Cut-away malfunction: Slow opener on a MT-18.

Cut-away malfunction: Drogue in tow due to faulty drogue release handle
Non cut-away malfunction: Inadvertent release of the left steering line.
Non cut-away malfunction: MT-18. Hung slider causing a rapid flat tumn.

919 ram air jumps, 3 reserve rides.

Cut-away malfunction: Drogue in tow due to faulty drogue release handle.
Cut-away malfunction: Bag lock due to a premature release of the closing pin.
Cut-away malfunction: Mis-routed riser cable.

BLM Smokejumper parachute { Q5) was designed by Quantum Parachutes using
our performance criteria.

The Q5 parachute was evaluated in October with Gargano in attendance. The

evaluation was done in Boise.

Cut-away malfunction: Line entanglement due to improper routing of brake line,
MT-1X. (Houde)

Non cut-away malfunction: Left side of canopy failed to inflate for the entire
jump. Tri-Lobe. No report was made. (Ierien)

Student AAD’s purchased for testing.

Cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-L.obe. (Steele)

Cut-away malfunction: Improperly stowed brakes, Tri-Lobe. (Muelier)
Cut-away malfunction: Streamer, MT-1X. (Ferguson)

Non cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-Lobe. (Taylor)

Non cut-away malfunction: Separated A-5 line. Finger trap was not bar
tacked.(FS jumper ?7)
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1991-

April-

1992-

1993-

1994-

1995-

1996-

1997-

1998-

2of3

Cut-away malfunction; Tension knot, Tri-Lobe. (Skudero)

Cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-Lobe, left upper steering lines. (Kelton)
AAD’s in operation for ram air rookies.

Cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-Lobe, spinning. (Bataglia)

Non cut-away malfunction: Broken cat’s eye, spinning, MT-1X, (Mason)
Washed Guardian Tri-Lobes to reduce opening shock.

Q5 field tests completed anxl operational.

Approximately 1,000 jumps on the Tri-Lobe, 3 reserve rides.

Cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, spinning, Tri-Lobe: “three or four lines
balled up at one point” (Spencer Mellum)

Cut-away malfunction: Drogue in tow due to a jammed closing pin caused by a
broken bridle. The bridle broke because of an improper repair. (Hoffman)

924 Tri-Lobe jumps. 0 tension knot cut-aways.

Non cut-away malfunction: Left steering line entanglement, Tri-Lobe. (Dalan)
Non cut-away malfunction: Tri-Lobe streamer. Malfunction was cleared when the
jumper initiated the emergency procedures. (Range)

Non cut-away malfunction: MT-1X major snivel. (Boatner)

Non cut-away malfunction: Streamer, MT-1X. The parachute opened during the
emergency procedures on the third pump. (Righetti)

Cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-Lobe. (Niccoli)
Non cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, spinning, Tri-Lobe. (Beck)

Cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, spinning, Tri-Lobe. (Taylor, P)

© Cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-Labe. (Silks)

Cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-Lobe. (Beebe)
Non cut-away malfunction: Tension Knot, MT-1X. (Larson)

Cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-Lobe.: (Vining)
Non cut-away malfunction: Tension Knot, Experimental spectra line, Tri-Lobe.
{Baumgartner)

Cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, spinning, MT-1X (Houde)
Cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-Lobe. (Morton)

Cut-away malfunction: Tension knet, Tri-Lobe. (Liston)

Cut-away malfunction: Chute hooked up backwards, Eiff. (Reynalds)
Non cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-Lobe. (Cross)

Non cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-Lobe, (Shalom)
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Non cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-Lobe. (Boise Jumper)
Non cut-away malfunction: Tension knot, Tri-Lobe. (Cross)

TRILOBE
1. As of 6-4-97 10,018 trilobe jumps BLM wide.
2. Asof now 11 tension knot cut-away malfunctions on trilobes.

The tnlobe tension knot malfunctions:
Steele, 1990

Battaglia, 1991

Scudero, 1991

. Mellum, 1992

. Niccoli, 1995

Silks, 1996

Taylor, 1996

Beebe, 1996

9. Viming, 1997

10. Morton, 1998

11. Liston, 1998

There have been 2 non-tension knot trilobe malifunctions. The cause was identified and corrected
on both. They were:

1. Mueller, 1990 (mis-stowed toggle)
2. Homan, 1992 (drogue in tow)

N Y

GOLIATH
There have been 12 MT1X malfunctions. The causes of 10 of these were identified and
corrected. The "uncorrected” MT1X malfunctions were:

1. Ferguson, 1990 (slow opening)
2. Houde, 1998 (tension knot}
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Date: 8 May 2000

To: BLM parachute accident investigation team

From: Jim Veitch, smokejumper

Subject: Recollection of conversation concemning Liston's PG bag.

On the evening of 29 April I was standing on the Birch Hill Road adjacent to the Liston accident
site. It was an hour or so after the accident. [ talked to another smokejumper who mentioned
Liston’s PG bag. | can not remember who I spoke with. I have announced at two crew meetings
asking the jumper to contact me with no success. The jumper may not have been at either of
those meetings, but both meetings had nearly the whole crew.

The jumper told me that Liston had expressed concern to him about the new PG bag he was
jumping. I can't remember if he said the conversation with Liston had taken place on the 29® or
the previous day. The jumper on the road said Liston demonstrated how the PG bag couid be
swung up over his reserve parachute. He demonstrated the motion with his hands. The jumper
then said Liston had made some comment like, "That doesn’t seem right, does it?" I reacted to
his demonstration with dismay.

In my efforts to track down the person who talked to me I have identified Tom Roach as a
possibility. He was on the road about the right time but can not remember the discussion with
me. Roach did have a discussion with Liston about the PG bag prior to the jump however.
Liston was fully suited at the time. Roach can remember where they were standing in the ready
room. He does not remember seeing Liston demonstrate swinging the PG bag up over the
reserve parachute. If Roach is the person who talked to me on the road he may have
inadvertently embellished what he saw Liston do.

Murry Taylor was also in the ready room and remembers looking at Roach and Liston about the
time they may have been talking about the PG bag. Taylor told me he could not remember
seeing Liston swing his PG bag up.

On the previous jump [ had been Liston’s jump partner. I was number two, he number three in a
four person stick. I noticed him having difficulty attaching his PG bag on the climb to altitude.

He was struggling with the right side of the bag. I believe he was attaching a carabineer. [ asked
if I could help. By then he had finished with the right side of the PG bag and said, "Yeh, hold up

the bag." I supported the weight of the bag as he snapped the left side Fastex snap. | then turned
away.

A video exists showing Liston landing on his first jump the moming of 29 April. It clearly
shows the position of his PG bag. The position appears normal.
End of statement.

APPENDIX F - 111



Statement to the Liston investigation team as of 1500 hours 4 May 2000
By Jim Veitch

Question: At what angle above the horizon did you notice “a dark object” in the vicinity of
Liston.

Answer; Using a foresters incline measuring optical device I went outside and sighted to trees in
the distance. The trees were of a similar height and distance as those at the jump spot at the
incident. My recollection of exactly when I saw the dark object is not totally clear but | know
about where 1 saw it for sure. This can not be construed to mean the “object” was not “there”
earlier, just that 1 can state with reasonable certainty when 1 did see it. By using the foresters
incline device I read angles of from 1S degrees to 25 degrees above the horizon when [ say | saw
the object. That is it could have been as low as 15 degrees or as low as 25 degrees above the
horizon,

Question: When did you notice Liston’s drogue in tow situation?

Answer: | was watching the jumpship fly overhead anticipating the jumpers coming out. [ have
watched hundreds of normal jumps and hundreds of parachute test jumps and parachute drops
using test dummies. [ have trained myself to observe the parachute deployment. [ know from
experience that from a great distance and duc to the speed that things happen 1 must look for
certain things. | am aware of timing of events, flashes of color, motion, and things that are out of
what should be the normal “picture”.

As the jumpers began exiting the jumpship I spoke out loud, “One out, two out, three out, four
out,” as [ saw each jumper exit. | immediately notice the third jumper because he descended
farther than normal under the drogue. At that point I transfixed on that jumper and followed him
all the way 1o the ground without taking my eyes off him.

Qucstion: What did you do when you noticed Liston’s drogue in tow and what are the timings of
what you did.

Answer: Once I notice the third jumper descend beyond the normal point for main canopy
opening I called out, “Drogue in tow, drogue in tow, get a camera on this.” [ believe | called this
out very soon after | recognized the situation. [ would think 1-3 seconds afier I recognized the
situation. Because | have been involved in so many parachute experiments I have a high concern
for documentation and gathering facts. It is natural for me to want to get a video documentation
at the earliest possible instant. So it would be more usual for me to speak this out sooner than
later. Ialso wanted to get more eyes on the situation quickly so others might be able 1o see and

remember the sequence of events. At this point I fully expecied to see a reserve come out at any
instant.

I continued to focus all my attention on the falling jumper. I hold a “normal” picture in my mind
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of what a descending jumper and drogue should look like. The best I could hope for was to
notice any discrepancy. [ did not become concerned until the jumper was about half way down.
Then | realized he was entering an area of grave danger. Events had passed way out of an
expected sequence for main or reserve deployment.

For some reason [ thought I was looking at the left side of the jumper. 1 consciously noted the
jumper had an upright body position, that ia, hc was not lcaning forward or backward or tilted
forward or backward. The jumper was not rotating because 1 did not notice any changing color
pattern that is noticeable when a jumper is rotating. 1 did not notice a rotation of the drogue but
that is harder 1o ascertain because of its uniformity of color all the way round. { noticed no
rocking or swaying of the jumper. The drogue did not “rattle” or rock in an unusual way. I did
not notice the jumper kicking or any arm movement. This is not to say I could have seen leg or
arm movement at that distance but my attention was not drawn to something unusual in the area
of the arms and legs.

Starting some where about 25 degrees to 15 degrees above the horizon 1 first noticed a
discrepancy in the normal picture I hold in my mind for a drogue/jumper. 1 saw something dark
in the vicinity of the jumper and drogue. (See the sketch on Attachment #1.) The dark object
was above head height but below the red color of the drogue. As I looked at the jumper the dark
object was (o the left. The object remained in the same general area from the time I noticed it till
the jumper/drogue entered the trees. The dark object was separate from the normal
jumper/drogue picture, that is, there was some spacial separation. The dark object was not rising
up and away but tracked with the drogue and jumper. 1 did not note any object above the drogue
at any time.

Because I saw the “dark object” at 25-15 degrecs above the horizon doesn’t neccssarily mean
that is the first instant of its presence. The object could have been in an obscured position prior
to my observation due to my viewing angle or due to its position relative to the drogue/jumper.

Qucstion: What can you tell us about Dave Liston’s personal gear (PG} bag.

Answer: Dave was jumping with the newly designed covering bag for the PG bag. On the
moming of 29 April Liston and I jumped together as number 2 {me) and number 3 (Liston) on a
four man stick. As we climbed to altitnde 1 watched Liston hook up his PG bag. 1 remember
him struggling with the bag as he attached a carabineer to the right side of the bag. He then
began attaching the left side. I bent forward and said, “Can I help you with that?” He responded,
“Yeh, just hold it up.” I held the bag up so he could snap the Icft side Fastex fasicner himself, 1
can not remember the routing of the attachment strap and did not observe him tightening the
straps because I turned away.

Notel: I wear eye glasses with vision corrected to 20-20 distant vision and have normal color
acuity.

Note 2: The location of my jumpspot observation point and impact point were located with a
Garmin GPS 12XL device on 4 May. The observation point was located at: N 64 degrees

/g ¥
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51.133, West 147 degrees 35.994. The impact point was North 64 degrees 51.474, West
147.36.848, stated in decimal minutes, The distance between the two points was calculated by
the GPS as 0.57 miles or 3009 feet.

Using basic trigonometry of tan@ = altitude/distance,

the following can be calculated:

Distance from obscrvation point to impact point is J009 feet.
Angle at which “dark object™is first notice is @ above the horizon.

@ =30 degreeé Altitude = 1737 feet
@ = 25 degrees  Altitude = 1403 feet

@ =
@ = 20 degrees Altitude = 1095 feet
@ = 15 degrees Altitude = 806 feet

Signed: James Veitch /{w JW gﬂdi ;2{)()(3
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Gear Examination
(0900 12 June 2000 and 13 June

NIFC

1.

2.

Pilotchute

a. Cap. Grommets tight, no burrs. Some sort of granular matenial appears in several
places on the top of the cap. It is whitish gray in color.

b. Top seam normal

c. Top edge of f111 fabric where it meets the cap of pilot chute, find the Stamp
panel and call it #1, count clockwise, look down from the top.

i.

1.

1it.
iv.

Panel 1 The seam between Panel 1 & 4 wear the scam meets the cap at the
top has a red mark. Not associated burned fibers. May just be tailors calk.
Same red mark between 3 & 4.

Panel 2 The seam between | & 2 where the seam cnters the cap: Found

scveral tiny bits of red fabric fiber and sand. Therc appears to be no

melting of fabric in the area.

(1}  The fibers are caught under the fold of the searn where it enters the
cap. Scam between 1 & 2 has 2 places it dirt or a grey powder
rubbed into the seam.

{2)  Net of panel 2 has one pine needle stuck in the netting weave.
Generally the net in panel 2 shows some pulling out or distortion
of net fibers as if it brushed past something rough.

Panel 3 Net shows some slight roughing nf fihers

Pancl 4 Hot knifed edge at edge of cap shows no alien fabric fibers. Also,

a pin hole 3 inches from lower lateral seam, 3.5 inches from radial scam

with 3. Hole from outside in. No torn fibers, no melting. Looks like a

clean pin hole. Near the pin hole and above it are signs of distress to the

fabric. If you hold the fabric up with a light behind it you can see places
where other punctures were just starting but did not penetrate. ‘i'he general
lay of the threads is distorted slightly. There is another group of 5-6 pin-
like distortions of the fabric about an inch from the cap, one pushes all the
way through the fabric.

(1)  Net shows some slight roughing of fibers that is the net webbing
has threads pulled out of shape and tufted up.

d. Confluence wrap at bottom of pilotchute and knot at top of drogue bridie

1

Drogue Bridie

One one side is a smear of something that looks like dried cream-of-wheat.
It tooks like it was once wet and then dried. Colur is yellow-off-white. In
places it has a pinkish hue. In a couple places the material is crystalline,
like salt, and is pure white. The material is on one Pilotchute suspension
line, the confluence wrap and on the drogue bridle knot, all on one side
only. None of the nylon threads appear melied or pulled out of place, The
suspension line is between panels 2&3.

a. The bridle has two sides. Side A will be the side where the bndle is sewn onto 1t
self below the pilotchute.
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Side B starting at the lower edge of the hox X stitch and running for about 6
inches is 2 mark on the bridle. It appears the mark is made by the same substance
as found on the pilotchute/drogue confluence wrap. No burning or melting of the
nylou fibers.

5 feet 0 inches down from the box x seam on the edge of the bridle is a crumb of
material of the same color found on the confluence wrap below the pilotchute.
The material appears to be fiberous. In the crump is a blue fiber. The crumb is
held in place by only a couple fibers on the edge of the bridle.

Side A from 1 to 7 inches below the box X is a similar but fainter mark by the
substance mentioned on Side B in the same area.

Side A, the upper little air scoop. About 3.5 inches from its opening seam, on the
f111 fabric of the scoop are several tiny smears of a white to clear calared glue
like substance in a diagonal arrangement.

Side A, edge, 6.5 inches above the top stitch on the lower bridle scoop is another
crumb of fibrous looking material. Contained in the crumb is another blue fiber.
Edge of bridle above the top stitch of the bottom scoop. Blue thread found at
6.5,9.5, 10, 14 inches up. All on the same edge.

The edges of the bridle above the lower scoop seem ruffed up more than the edge
of the bridle higher up.

Dmguc Cap

a

Ok

Drogue Body A234Z

a.

b.

Net

Sail

From Stamp Panel moving counter clock wise (looking down from top)

Panel 3 Tear on lateral band. The first lateral band above the lateral band that
meets the netting. The tear is approximately 3 inches long and is of the red
drogue body material separating from the lateral band. On the uuder side of the
lateral band tape is a dark brown stain and other dark material. This may have
been the point where the tear started. Interestingly there is a minute blue dot on
one sewn thread on the outside of the Lape and two even smaller dots of blue on
the inside of the tape. One short blue fiber was also seen in the area of the tape.
If this tear had heen caused by a burst of pressure it would have been clean. The
presence of dark colored material suggests it was tom by something.

Appeaied in good shape. Some stains but nothing that seemned significant.

On the kevlar side of the Sail starting immediately below the black fabric where
the drogue suspension hnes are sewn in. You can see the white sail materjai has
been folded. The white fabric is coated and holds a crease. The white sail fabric
is clearly creased from the black fabric and angles down the sail. The creases run
13 inches down and have a fall 0f0.75 inches (this describes the angle of the
crease.) The sail was folded in towards the kevlar from both edges. Two dark
lines of soiling can be seen on the white sai! where it was squeezed against the
tread lines on the kevlar.

On the reverse side of the Sail, away from the kevlar the same creases can be
seen. In addition sinall burus can Le seon starting right below the hard arca of the
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11

12.

13.

black fabnc. The coating on the white fabric is scoured away along some of the
creases. This indicates the sail was folded in towards the kevlar side. It also
shows that the wrap happened right up against the black fabric and then slide
down later. The wrap did not take placc on the black fabric area because there is
no creasing or burns on the white fabric of the sail in that area.

Reserve Container

a. Grommets on bottom and both side flaps show pin damage. Grommeéts on bottom
flap show the most abuse. All grommets tight wﬂh no spurs or burrs evident.

b. Elastic closing loop seems ok.

Drogue Container on top of Main Container

a 4 rubber bands on each side. Left side (looking forward) 1* two rubber bands are
new. #] unbroken, #2 broken and gone. #3 & #4 old, yellow and long. Right side,
first 2 rubber bands are new, next two are old, yellow and long.

3-Ring Drogue Release Mechanisrn Harness #9012, manf: Mar-90

a. Mecasurements taken
i. 2" Ring: 28
ii. Loop: 54

fit.  Grommet: 61
iv. Zig-zag: ok 18mm long, 3 point, 30 stitches
v, Free Loop: 21
vi. Loop stifT: ok
vii.  Web stiff: ok
viii.  Loop nub: No

b. Loop seemed dirty and the webbing of the 2™ ring was polished undemeath from
large ring rubbing. Loop seems short.

Handle, Drogue Release

a. The green plastic coating is chipped off in several places on the bottom side of the
handlc, Most seem like old wear. A couple of new, shiny wear spots are seen.

b. Cable: 21.5 inches long from where it comes out of the handle. Slight bend at the
point 6 7/8 in from end but acceptable. At the 6 7/8 inch from the end the cable is
darkened with foreign matter and shows scratches.

c. Loop point is 6 1/4 inch from end

d. End of cable is smooth

c. Cablc housing scems clear.

f. Handle pocket secms tight

Handle, Reserve

a, No blue threads seen anywhere

b. L.ooks normal

PG Bag

a. Vanous scuffs, mostly on the back side. Some on the back side seem to have
whitish fibers in the area. Generally no clear signs as 10 what made the marks.
Only a couple breaks of fibers anywhere on the hag and they appear to be small
punctures.

Helmet

i Nou traces uf green o1 blue fibers. Paint chips arc gone from the helmet and what
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appears to be metal rubhing on the left side of helmet near ear. Can’t determine
direction of breakage of the chinstrap snap. No mask marks that seem useful.
14, Jump Suit, Jacket & Pants '
. Cuuld not notice any marks that might be attributable to the reserve pilotchute
bridle anywhere on the suit.
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Interview Notes  Jim Olson 5-11-00 Leonard Wehking present
Interview: Togie Wiehl
I didn’t have any specific questions for Togie, but he had some things he wanted to say.

Togic speculated on the theory of third year jumpers being in slightly more danger than older
jumpers or rookies. A jumper in their first 2 years of the business generally realizes they don’t
have much experience, thus pay more attention and takes less chances. The third year jumper
sometimes thinks they have everything figured out and are more aggresive. By the fourth or fifth
year, most people gain enough experience to realize they didn’t know as much about
smokejumping as they thought they did. They become more realistic, and safer in general.

Togie stressed this as a theory, and that he had no reason to believe Liston belonged in this
generalized category.

Togie also suggested we have Bill Booth or Ted Strong inspect our hamesses and give us their
upinion of our gear. Specifically, vur drogue three ring release system.
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My pame is Al (togie) Wiehl, I’'m a loft specialist with the Alaska smokejumpers and the
BLM Alaska smokejumper rigging coorditator.

I was at the jump shack when I first heard about the parachute malfunction, a pilot (Ed
foster) ran in the shack and said I think someone landed without a chute, just then I heard
jumper 17 calling dispatch for an ambilanes to be sent to birch hill area. At the same time
a jumpers wife walked in and heard pretty much what I heard and she started freaking
out. What happing? I said, I think one of the jumpers got hurt on the jump. She ask me if
Mel was on the Joad? don’t no, she said, I think he was spotting are was he? Then I
looked at the jurnp load list Mel was on the load I pointed it out to her Mel is on the load
but we don’t know which jumper got hurt. Jumper 17 call dispatch and said they were
returning too Ft, Wainwright.

Couple minutes past and jumper7 on the ground, Bill Cramer and Dave Hade jump off
both looked like a gosh. I ask Bill we had a maifunction? No we had two and I didn’t see
the second one.

So Hade and I jump in to my truck w/ radio, cell phone and a camera and haul ass to the
birch hill, Hade new right were to go, the ambulances was just taking Dave Liston then
we arrive, my job was to get out there and secure the jumper gear and parachutes so
investigators can investigate, because in my mind I know if someone landed with out a
canopy it not good. Anyway when Dave and [ arrive Jim Veitch was in total controi of
the seen were Dave landed, Jim was barking out orders to the bros this is a read shitty
deal right now we need to look after onc another no one running off by themselves, bros
take care of one another. The only one to Dave’s gear is Togie, Hade Nelson Gary and
myself (Veitch) still barking orders out, we’re just going to look at Listens gear, once we
got back in to were Dave landed Veitch made it clear to us not to touch anything, look
and take pictures. I couldn’t really see all the gear | was videoing the seen and it hard to
see throw the camera with the bright sun light, plus batteries

Was getting low on the video camera and Jim said someone should be videoing while
their looking, I walked out to the road looking for batteries from the bros. Silks jump in a
rig and headed to the shack for batteries are anather camera. By then the military polices
arrived [ could remembering thinking the polices should be involved so 1 took one
military officer back in tied him in with Jim Veitch and walked out to the road. A couple
of minutes later the bros camc out with the officer and said waiting for the C.I.D folks to
arrive. Military polices said when someone dies on military lands the C.1.D needs to be
involves.

So Nelson, Ford, Roach, Hade, Mitch and { went over to were Roach jump gear is, once
again just to look and take pictures and do not touch. This is what I seem, Roach reserve
still in a birch tree and reserve riser attach to the harness, iower RSL stili party in the
Velcro pocket the lower snap shackle was open but stiil attach to the reserve land yard.
The upper part of the RSL is still attach to the main canopy (upper RSL snap shackle
attach 10 lift riser) toggles in the keepers, suspension lines extended out to the d-bag, the
d-bag looks like one locking stow on the lift side released. middle one is party release and
the right side locking stow still had double rap (rubber bands) I look carefully at the other
rubber bands nonc were broke or damage(line stows). That too me said, the line stows
and locking stows released slowly? The drogue looked like a drogue [ didn’t see
anything unusual.
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I don’t know how long we inspected and looked at Roach’s gear. Than took Nelson, Ford,
Hade, Roach, Mitch back to were Dave Listens gear was and drop them off except Roach.
Roach and I headed to the shack were the other bros are gathering. | stayed at the shack
tell someone called Dalan Ronero to see if someone was guarding Roach’s gear "if not"
the Fairbanks P.D was going to pick it up, so I volunteer to look after Roach’s gear.
Couple of hours past and a Fairbanks detective amrived (Coffee) came by said he can have
the military polices patro! the road, Coffee, Jones (the military polices) and [ agreed no
one was going to walk out where in the middle of the night. So I went home...
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Robert Yeager lnterview/w Leonard Wehking 5/9/2000
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What was your assignment?

I jumped the first load. Drove back with Crusty (Dave
Liston). I gave him some shit for not helping unload the
truck. I stayed at the shack. When the plane came back and
the pilot told us what happened we went to the site (Emil
and Marty Adell).

Did you help any of the last load chute up or suit up for
the last load?

No, I didn‘t do any of that. I put my gear away and was
getting ready to take a shower to go to the Safari Club.

In the last couple of days have you heard any significant
epeculation.

All kinds of stuff. I think it was a series of bad luck.
Last year I had two event where, (twice in a row} I pulled
and nothing happened. (Locked up and it released). I talk
to Gary and Dave Had so got a new harness. No more problem.
I think he had a bad exit and got a horseshoe with the
drogue. Deployed his reserve and entanglement occurred.
What kind of body position were you in when your ‘delays”
occurred?

(Demonstrated) leaning forward legs drawn up.

Your ©ld harness was used when you got it?

Yep, jumped it 4 ¥ years.

Have you changed any of your gear in the last couple of
years?

Nope, same jumpsuit, the whole time.

Were your delays on fire jumps or practice jumps?

Fire jumps. _

Do you practice jumps in the same configurations as fires?
Yep, I jump in full gear. I'm too lazy to lighten my gear.
Do you have a hard spinal pad?

N, just thigh pads to go south last fall., Didn't even use
them until this year.
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