The National Fire Plan

Bureau of Land Management
Accomplishments for Fiscal Year 2001




“I am firmly committed to a process called the Four C’s: they
are consultation, cooperation, communication -- all in the
service of conservation.”

- Secretary Gale A. Norton
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The National Fire Plan

Bureau of Land Management Accomplishments for Fiscal Year 2001

In 2000, President Clinton asked the Secretariesof the Interior and Agricultureto provide
recommendationson how to reducetheimpactsof fireon rural communitiesand ensure
sufficient firefighting resourcesinthefuture,

The Secretariespublished areport, al so known asthe President’ sReport. Theeffortsto
implement the President’ sreport have coll ectively becomeknown astheNational Fire Plan.
Thisplanoutlinedfivekey points:

Hrefighting

Hazardousfud reduction
Rehabilitationandrestoration
Community assistance
Accountability

Accountability can bedemonstrated by what the Bureau of Land M anagement (BLM)
accomplishedintheareasof firefighting, rehabilitation and restoration, hazardousfuel reduction
and community assistance.

Firefighting
Workforce

TheDepartment of thelnterior (DOI) wasfunded at thefull readinesslevel infisca year 2001.
Asaresult, theBLM wasbetter abletorespondtoinitial attack incidentsefficiently, effectively,
andsafely.

TheBLM hired 3,336 firefightersastemporary, career-seasonal, and permanent employees,
whichrepresentsabout 81 percent of itstarget (seeTable 1).
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Table 1 Workforce target and actual number hired by state.
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Equipment

TheBLM has49 of the 62 piecesof new equipment (engineshelicopters, airtankers, dozers,
and water tenders) currently in place. Theoutstanding piecesareon order (see Table?2).
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Table 2 Types of equipment targeted and in place by state.

Research and Technology Devel opment

Funding for the Joint Fire Science Program doubl ed asaresult of the 2001 appropriationand
theNationa FirePlan. Thisfundingwill hel pfederal wildland agenciesimprovefirefighting
technology, rehabilitation andrecovery efforts, fuel smanagement, and community protection

and capability.

Hazardous Fuel Reduction

TheBLM had many successesin
hazardousfuel reductionwork on
projectsimplementedjointly with states,
tribes, and other partners.

Hazardous Fuel

TheBLM plannedtotreat 269,000
acresof hazardousfuel. Theagency
completed 430 hazardousfuel projects,
treating 215,388 acres. Nearly 75 percent of the projectswereprescribed fires(see Table 3).
Inaddition, theBLM awarded contractsfor projectsthat would resultin an additional 15,800
acres. Thiswill increasethetotal to0 231,188 acresor 88 percent of theoriginal target.
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Table 3 Number of acres treated for hazardous fuel reduction.
Wildland FireUse

Resource management obj ectivesweremet on47 lightning-ignitedfires(134,701 acres) in
accordancewith approved land management plans.

Wildland Urban Interface

TheBLM targeted 125,000 acresto
betreated by prescribedfireinthe
wildlandurbaninterface(WUI). A
total of 225 projectswerecompleted
and 98,590 acresweretreated. The
BLM asoawarded contractsfor an
additional 29,450 acresthat when
completedwill resultinatotal of
128,040 acrestreated or 103
percent of theoriginal target.
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A L ook to the Future

TheBLM strivestoupholditsmissionto:

» mitigatethreatstothesafety of communitiesinthewildland urbaninterface;

* protect, enhance, restore, and maintain habitatsthat arecritical for endangered, threatened,
or sengitiveplant or animal species; and,

* restorefiretoitsnatura roleinecosystems.

Projectsplannedinfiscal year 2002 include 125,000 acresof wildland urbaninterface
treatments, 275,000 acresof hazardousfuel treatments, and 625 wildland urbaninterfacerisk
assessments, mitigation plan, and projects.




Rehabilitation and Restoration

Much of therehabilitationand restorationwork ismulti-year projects, withimmediatesite
stabilization followed by restoration of nativevegetation.

TheBLM targeted 863,077 acresfor fiscal year 2001 and accomplished 893,238 acres (see
Table4).

Table 4 Target and actual acres treated for rehabilitation and restoration.

Community Assistance

Rural Fire Assistance

The2001 Appropriation established
$10millionforaRura FireAssistance
(RFA) program. Theprogramassists
rura firedepartmentswithtraining,
equipment purchase, and prevention
activitiestoincreasefirefighter safety
andfireprotection capabilities, enhance
protectionintheWUI, andincrease
coordinationamonglocd, state, tribal,
andfederd firefightingresources.
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TheBLM received $5.9 milliontoassist rura firedepartmentsinthevicinity of agency land. All
of thefundsweredistributedtorural firedepartmentsthat work withthe BLM (see Table5).

Assistance
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Table 5 Amount of money allocated to each state for rural fire
assistance.

Highlights

»  TheBLM hiredmorethan 3,000firefighters, most of whichareentry-level
forestry and rangeaidsor techniciansassignedtofirefighter positions.

* Therewasatarget for 62 new piecesof equipment. Thereare49currentlyin
placeandtheremainder areonorder.

» TheBLM overshotitstarget for restoration and rehabilitation by morethan
30,000 acres.

» Hazardousfuel reduction effortswerechallenged thisyear by severedrought
conditions, extremefireactivity and aviationrestrictions. Y et, theBLM
accomplished nearly 87 percent of itstarget.
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* TheRura FireAssistance Programwasvery successful thisyear. Morethan
$5.9millionwasallocated for BLM, and $5.9 millionwasdistributed torural
firedepartmentsthroughout BLM states.

TheNationa FirePlanwill allow usto managefirebetter, reducetherisksof wildlandfireto
communities, andrestorehedthtoforestsand rangelands.
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Success Sories

View BLM Snapshots Succesful Hazardous Fuels Reduction Projectsin the Wildland Urban Interface on
the BLM intranet web site at http://web.blm.gov/inter nal /fire/snapshots.htm.

Cooperative Work, College Style

A fresh approach to theissue of wildland-urbanfireinthe
west was taken during the year with the addition of agroup
of bright, talented and energetic college students. The50
student interns, many from eastern colleges, were part of the
Fire Education Corpsthat was created through the BLM
partnership with the Student Conservation Association.

Thegroup worked throughout the summer to help home
ownerslearn how to protect property from the threat of
wildland fire. Thework done by the studentswas
accomplished with a$325,000 grant through the National
FirePlan. Collectively, the students, workinginseven

teams, canvassed nearly 5,400 homesin 54 rurd
communitiesinldahoand Nevada. They completed
FIREWI SE based eval uations of almost 1,000 asaresult of
their canvassing work. Duringthe summer, they participated
in public events, made mediaappearances, handed out fire SCA Fire Education Corps member

prevention materials, and hel ped produce public service Jeanette Meleen is from Thibodaux,
announcementsfor radio, television, and print outlets. Louisiana. She attends Loyola

University and plans to become a
One of the keysto successfor the program wasthe teacher.

widespread and strong acceptance from home ownersand
the public to the young college students, which paved theway for carrying prevention messagesto
communitiesand property at risk.

Cooperationwith the SCA and theinteraction of the studentswith agencies, local communities,
and rural firedepartments proved to be apositive method to accomplishthe BLM goal for fire
prevention and to meet Secretary Norton’sdirection in aunigue manner.

Scouts Get Wise With Firewise

Removing debrisfrom theroof, usingfire
resistant roofing materialsand placing
landscape plants a saf e distance from your
houseareall good Firewise practices.
These are a so some of thelessons|earned
by Boy Scoutsat the BLM Firewise
Challenge at the 2001 National Boy Scout
Jamboree.

The 2001 Jamboreewasheld at FortA. P,
Hill from July 22toAugust 1. Located
outsideof Fredericksburg, Virginia, the
Jamboree was host to over 20,000 Boy

countries. the Firewise Challenge to a group of obyscouts.




Along the Conservation Trail, aspart of
the Bureau of Land Management exhibit,
wasthe Firewise Challenge. Using
posters, and an interactive session, scouts
learned about Firewise practices, and put
thoselessonsinto use.

Developed asan outreach and educational
tool by staff at the Nationa Interagency
Fire Center (NIFC), theheart of the
Challengewasamodel housewith
replaceableroofs, artificia grass, tileand
landscaping plantsthat could be moved.
Groupsof scoutswere given two minutes
to put Firewisetechniquesinto practice
around the house. Among the methods emphasi zed during the exercisewere using grassand
tilesto createfuel breaksaround ahome, thelocation and spacing of plants, putting screenson
chimneysand burn barrel's, and sel ecting fireresistant roofing materials. A smokegenerator
insidethe housewas used if the house did not passinspection.

Boyscouts remove debris and put on a Firewise roof.

Pogtersexplaining firewise principles, theroleof firein nature, fireprevention and livingwithfire
combined with the house activity to create agreat learning experience. After anintroduction,
groupsmoved onto themain activity - to makeahouse survivable using Firewisetechniques.
After the exercise, the scoutswere asked to explain why they made certain choiceslikeroofing
materialsand plant locations.

The messages and the hands-on exercisereally connected with the scouts. Groupsweregoing
through the exhibit up to thelast minute of thelast day. Some scoutscameback withtheir
friendsand went through the Challengeasecond time.

TheFirewiseexhibit was staffed by employeesfrom the National Interagency Fire Center, and
BLM officesinArizona, New Mexico and Cdlifornia

BLM/Project Learning Tree Fire Education Initiative

BLM and Project Learning Tree have entered into an exciting new partnership to provide
increased opportunitiesto teach studentsabout wildland firealong withit’srolein ecosystems.
Thepartnershipwill also providetraining onfirewisesafety for communities. The cooperative
agreement wasfinalizedinthelate spring of 2001. A primary goal isto use Project Learning
Treeasacatalyst and network for interactive, hands-on, and locally driven programsto engage
teachers, studentsand local communitiesinwildland fire education and activities.

Theinitial phaseof implementation of theBLM/PLT Fire Education I nitiative hasbeen both
activeand successful, laying the groundwork for further teacher training to comeinthe months
ahead.
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Formal implementation of theinitiativebegan at PLT’sInternational Coordinators Conferencein
Fish Camp, CaliforniaonApril 18-21, 2001. Attheconference, al participantswere
introduced to the overall initiativein aone-hour general session. A follow-up one-hour
concurrent sessionwas also offered for any participantswanting to learn more about the
Burning IssuesCD. Finaly, PLT State Coordinators(or their representatives) fromthenine
satesdirectly involved inimplementing thisinitiative (Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho,
Nevada, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming), met to discusstheinitiative.

Inearly May, theinitiativewasfeatured inthe spring issue of PLT’snational newdl etter, The
Branch. With adistribution of approximately 250,000 educatorsinvolved with PLT aseither
coordinators, facilitators, natural resource professionals, or educatorswho havereceived
trainingintheuseof PLT materials, thiswasfelt to beacost-effectiveway toinformthe
majority of the PLT community about thedetailsof thisinitiative. A companionarticle
summarizing the accomplishmentsof theinitiativeto date, will befeatured in the spring 2002
edition of TheBranch.

June, July, and August saw the beginning stepsof implementing both facilitator and teacher
training inthenine primary statesinvolved intheinitiative. Thenine primary statesreport that, as
of theend of summer 2001, they have successfully trained al thoseintheir respective states
identified aspart of their “lead teams” - thoseindividuaswhowill beprimarily responsiblefor
establishing and conducting Fire Education workshops between now and the summer of 2002.

State Coordinators and designated facilitatorsfrom each state attended the Wildland Fire
Education L eadership Workshop at the National Interagency Fire Center in Boise, Idaho from
August 28-30, 2001.

Asof September 15, atotal of tenfacilitator or teacher workshops have been conducted by
the statesrespons blefor implementing thisinitiative. Thisrepresentsatotal of 162 educators
trained, representing 102 different communitiesin which those participantslive or teach. Of
those 162 educators, 64 weretrained asfacilitators (ableto train othersin aFire Education

workshop) and 98
weretrained as Burning Issues
teachers (thosewho 9
YVi” uset_his _ The Burning Issues CD is a computer based program
informationwiththose produced by the Science Education Department of Florida
they teach). Thegod State University in cooperation with BLM. It is a highly
istoinclude 1.000 interactive and entertaining education product that puts

’ students at the controls as they attempt to keep
educatorsfor the

destructive fires from spreading, learn when prescribed
program. fire is appropriate, and learn to protect homes and
communities from wildfire. The CD also includes four
“Eco-ventures” illustrating the impact of wildland fire on
four distinct ecosystem types.

The Burning Issues CD is an approach that is finding wide
acceptance and endorsement from educators throughout
the country.




Alaska

Long Bar Cabin

TheLong Bar cabin hasstood on
abend of the Fortymile National
Wild and Scenic River sincethe
early yearsof thelast century.
Built by aminer who camenorth
for theKlondike Gold Rush, it
wasrecently declared digiblefor
nominationtotheNational
Register of Historic Places. But
theyearshave not beenkind to
the cabin. Part of the sod roof had
collapsed, chinking had fallenfrom -
thewalls, and theforest had Alaska Fire Servicefire crews install a new roof.
closedin, creating afire hazard.

Last summer acrew of firefightersand acarpenter fromtheAlaskaFire Serviceflew intothe
remote site 200 miles southeast of Fairbanksto attend to the ailing cabin. Thefirefighters spent
several daysdismantling and replacing theroof, restoring thewalls, and cutting aswath through
theforest around the cabin, thinning treesand removing flammablematerias. “Weset itup soin
theevent of afire, asmall crew could comein and quickly defend the cabin,” said Pat O’ Brien,
superintendent of the ChenaHot Shot Crew.

X Bk _f_i ' firefighterstidied thecabin'sinterior and
g packed up 1,600 pounds of trash for
removal by the helicopter. Withitsnew
roof keeping out therain and snow, the
Long Bar cabinshould provideriver
travelerswith ataste of the Fortymile's
fascinating past for yearsto come.

] |.l'i.. ?:-v By ml;’-."]*:-j-r.”l i I|' Asthey preparedfor their flight out, the
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A firefighter works to restore the cabin door.
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‘Great Land’ projectsbenefit Alaska

TanacrossisaNativevillage and corporation located inthe
TananaRiver valey inAlaska sinterior region. BLM has
firemanagement and protection responsibility for thelands
under theAlaskaNative Claims Settlement Act.

Theareafor fuelstreatment hasalong history of Native use
and occupancy. It currently issurrounded by adense stand
of white spruce poletimber with trangition to dense black
spruce. Thishashigh potential for crown-typefires.

\illage of Tanacross, Alaska

A multi-year trestment project will
provideemployment for local village
residentswith reducing fuel loading
during the balance of 2001, then
continuing work during the2002 fiscal
year with prescribed fireto removethe
dash generated from thefuelswork. At
thisstagethrough aseriesof meetings
withlocal people, Nativeleadership
and state government, thereisstrong
support for the project. Handworkis
underway for thefirst stage.

Homes and office at risk to wildland fire.

Campbell Tract: WildlandsintheHeart of Alaska’ sMajor City

Campbell Tractis 730 uniquewildland acresinthe

middle of Anchorage, Alaskawith apopul ation of
297,000. Immediately adjacent tothetractisa
sgnificant wildland-urban interface. Managed by the
BLM Anchorage Digtrict, theland receivesamajor
amount of recreationa use by residents, and any changes
or activitiesgenerateahigh degreeof publicinterest.

Thisseason, crewsfrom BLM’sAlaskaFire Service
enhanced the defensi ble space surrounding thefacilities,
and created afuel break on aportion of thetract infested
with sprucebark beetles.

The Campbell Tract work isunderway now with good
community support and has beenwell accepted asavital
urban fuel reduction project by BLM.

Sawyer works to remove invested trees.




Arizona

Cooper ative Effort —
Keeping Black Canyon
City Fire Safe

Black Canyon City Fire
Department and BLM Phoenix
Field Officewill beworking
together to educate Black
Canyon City Residentsabout the
importanceof protectingtheir
homesfromtherisk of wildland
firesintheir neighborhoods.

Over the next few monthsthe
Local fire department and BLM fire crews work jointly on Phoenix Field Officeand the
public education. Black Canyon City Fire

Department will beconducting
houseto houseinspectionsof over 2,000 Black Canyon City residents, checking for variousfire
hazards(e.g. brush, trees, tall dry grass, propanetanks, etc.), devisingaplanfor fuel reduction
andinthefina stage, with theass stance of thecommunity, carry out thetask of eliminating or
cutting back potential hazards such asbrush, trees, grass, and at the sametime educating the
community ontheimportance of keeping their homesfire safe.

Kids Enjoy Visit to the BLM

“Thisisthebest field tripwe' veever been
on!” Thiswasoneof themany comments
Safford Christian Schoal first and second
grade students had after they visited the
Safford Field Officeon August 21, 2001.
DianeDrobka, public affairsspecidid,

wel comed the students and then introduced
themtotheBLM. Sheexplained how
publiclandisused and the resources used
to managetheit. Sheaso gavetheman
overview of thetypesof jobswithinthe BLM.

Drobkathen took the students out to the Fire Shop to learn about wildland firefighting. Roy
Draper’stour of thefire cache allowed studentsto seethe variety of equipment used by
firefightersand helet themtry onahard hat. Firefighter Marco Coronado then demonstrated
how an engine can spray foam and how it isused to suppressafire. The studentsenjoyed their
day at the Safford Field Office and learned alot about the BLM.
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Prescribed Fire - Mimicking Mother Nature

Inlate June 2001, the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) Phoenix
Field Office mimicked Mother
Natureby igniting nearly 6,000
acresof theAguaFriaNational
Monument. Lighting firesinArizona _
during thesummer monthshasa e P oA BT e ARl e
similar effect asthe pre-monsoon :
lightning fires. Firepromotesa
hedlthy grasdand ecosystem by
improving thequaity of grassesfor
wildlifeand reducing the number of
non-native plant species.

The Phoenix Field Officeworked

with the Tonto and Prescott National Forests, the Arizona State L and Department, Black
Canyon City Fire Department, and theArizonaDepartment of Trangportationto makethis
prescribed fireasuccess. During thisburn, hundreds of motoristsalong Interstate 17 stopped
to ask about thefire, which gave empl oyeesthe opportunity to interact with the public, explain
the purpose of the prescribed burn, and provide daily updates.

Resource specidistsand fire managers discussed strategy, safety concerns, publicinformation
needsevery morning. Firefighterspatrolled the areato make sure noflare upsoccurred at

night.

Long-term monitoring of the areawill provide resource specialistsand firemanagerswith
information to help with future prescribed burn planning.




California

Protecting Giants

Just west of SequoiaNationa Park, BLM ownsfour
grovesof giant sequoiamonarch treeson 444 acreson
CaseMountain. TheKernValley Hotshot Crew, working
out of the Regiona FireManagement Officein
Bakersfield, spent two daysin September 2001 working
inthe Case Mountain Giant SequoiaGrove Complex
thinning out young whitefir and incense cedar treesfrom
beneath the crownsof 52 large giant sequoiatrees. The
removal of thesegreenfuel |addersthat weregrowing
directly under thelarge sequoiacrownswill gregtly
reduced therisk of basal and crown damageresulting
fromwildfire.

Crews from Kerns Valley BLM at work.

Todate, 160 large giant sequoiatreeson Case Mountain

have had dash removed from their bases by these crews. Returning fireto thisecosystem
through prescribed burning isdated for 2002-3 after the remaining sequoiamonarch treeshave
been safeguarded by the successful completion of thistype of fuelsreduction work.

FireBack Wherelt Belongs

On October 16, 2001, theAlturas Field Office continued work on the Popcorn Prescribed
Burn, burning a70+ acreblock inamosaic of fuelsincluding mixed conifersand old-growth
chaparral. A combination of heavy fuel loading, asmoke sensitivearea, and the ability to hit the
prescriptivewindow has madethisproject adifficult oneto complete. Originally begun about 3
yearsago, thishazardousfud reduction project iscontinuing with two primary goals:

1. Toreducetheunnaturaly highfue
accumulationsfound intheareaby returning
firetotheecosystem.

2. Toimprovewildlife habitat by stimulating
new growth on decadent plants.

Thisrecent burn successfully met thesegoas
and additional blockswill beburnedinthe
coming weeksif conditionspermit. The
project occurred on BLM lands, with other
agenciesproviding assstanceincluding
Alturas BLM conducting prescribed burn. CaliforniaDepartment of Forestry and
CdliforniaDepartment of Fish & Game.
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Prescribed Fire Helping
Restore Great Basin Ecosystem

Restoring aportion of theGreat Basin
ecosystem of northern Nevadahas been
thefocusof the High Rock 2 hazardous
fuelsreduction project. The project, being
conducted by theBLM SurpriseField
Office, hasbeen an on-going effort to
reintroducewildfiretotheareain an effort
toimprove plant speciesdiversity, improve
big horn sheep habitat, and reduce heavy
fuel loading of sage.

The Surprise Fuels Module in action, creating a line

. in preparation for a burn.
A 50-acre prescribed burn was compl eted prep

recently. Theburnwill stimulate new and
vigorousgrowth of native plants, including
willowsand BasnWildrye, creatinga
hedlthier ecosystem.

Fireeffectssmilar to thosefrom prescribed
burns conducted threeyearsago are
expected from therecent burn.

Fire crew member, Alex Irving, standing next
to native Basin Wildrye, a result of a
prescribed burn three years ago.

Dramatic regrowth of willow after being
burned.




Colorado

Reducing Fuelsin the Wildland Urban Interface in Southwestern
Colorado

Ona50-acretract of classic Wildland
Urban Interface areaiin southwestern
Colorado, the Montrose I nteragency Fire
Management Program and the Colorado
State Forest Serviceareworkingin
conjunctionwiththeLogHill Fire
Department to reducefuelsand
demonstrateto local landownersthe
positiveresultsof mitigation trestments.
Thisparticular brush cutter projectis
designed to reducefuel salong County
Road 1, whichisthe primary access
routethat windsup through acanyon on
asteep escarpment at the south end of
LogHill Village. Inaddition, thisproject  Brush cutter obtained under fire plan grants ready to
will includemitigation around homesa work.

thetop of the escarpment to model for

homeownersthat well-planned thinning

and pruning around ahome can be both effective and attractive.

Thesetreatmentsareall being conducted on
privatelands. Theproject fundingandthe
purchase of the Fecon Bull Hog Brush Cutter
(locally known asthe“ cedar eater”) comes
fromthefedera and stategrantsmadeavailable
through the National FirePlan. Thisisjust one
of many Wildland Urban Interface projects
funded by federal and state grantsinand
around the 1800-acre L og Hill community.
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Over the past 8 months, the Montrose
Interagency Fire Program and the Colorado
State Forest Service haveworked closdly with
theLog Hill Volunteer Fire Department and the
Southwestern Colorado Red Cross Vol unteers
trained in Firewise principlesand techniques.
Joint demonstration projectsare educating
Interagency managers and private land homeowners about thethreat fromwildland
owners review brush work. fire. Some entrenched skepticsarebeing won
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over. For example, onefamily hasahomeright along the edge of the escapement. Every New
Year'sday for thelast 11 yearsthey have performed theritual of tossing their dried-out
Christmastree off their front deck into the canyon bel ow, believing that by “recycling” thetree
they areimproving the ecosystem. They have now signed on to clear alargeamount of the
vegetation around their home, including many of thetreesthat grow (or have accumulated) along
the edge of the escarpment.

Sullivan Creek Prescribed Burn a Success

A prescribed burn was conducted on October 15—17, 2001, about 4 miles northwest of the
small community of Hillside, at the base of the beautiful Sangre De Cristo mountainsin south-
central Colorado. TheRoya Gorge Field Office of the Bureau of Land Management, in
conjunction with the San CarlosRanger District, San | sabel Nationa Forest, successfully
completed another phase of the Sullivan Creek Hazardous Fuels Trestment project. Thismulti-
year project which began in 1998, not only uses prescribed fire asatreatment tool, but dense
stands of Gambel oak have been mechanically cut or ‘roller-chopped’ on severa siteswithinthe
1,200 acre project area.

Mixed conifer, pinon-juniper and Gambel oak plant communities adjacent to and throughout the
Eagle Peak subdivision have not burned in ahundred yearsor more. Theentireproject area
has been afirewaiting to happen, not only becauseof historic fire suppression efforts, but
becausethe areais proneto frequent lightning storms, and therisk of wildfiresfrom hunting and
other recreation usesishigh. So, the primary objective of thisproject isto reduce hazardous
fuelsdensity inthe mixed conifer and Gambel oak adjacent to the subdivision, thereby reducing
the potential for catastrophic, stand-replacing wildfire,

Another benefit of the project isto improve elk and cattleforage production and quality, and to
shift elk distribution from privatelandsand pasturesto publiclands. Toassst BLM, theRocky
Mountain Elk Foundation and the
Habitat Partnership Program have
provided financia support for
various phases of the project.

Themost recent 3-day phase of the
Sullivan Creek project burned an
estimated 350 acres of forested and
shrub habitatson public and private
lands. Thisisnot thefirsttimeafire
hasbeen ignited adjacent tothe
Eagle Peak subdivision, and private
landownersunderstand that with

Sullivan Creek prescribed burn does it’s planned work. firecomessmoke. Whilethey may
not be very happy with the smoke,




themagjority of privatelandownersinthe
areaunderstand theimportance of the
project and are very supportive of the
prescribed burn. Oneresident most
affected by several daysof smokesaid, “It's
asmall priceto pay for being ableto live out
here”

Counties Plan for Wildfire

Smoke in rural subdivisionsis an issue.

Twenty-two Colorado countiesare

devel oping comprehensivefire planswith
the help of Bureau of Land Management grantsto fiveindividual countiesand three
organizationsserving multiple counties. When completed the county fireplanswill guide
decisions made by cooperating landownersand agenciesabout wildland fire management.
Seamlessfiremanagement acrossadministrative, jurisdictiona, and ownership boundarieswill
beeaser.

TheColoradolegidaturein 2000 changed the county sheriffs wildland fireresponsibilitiesfrom
prevention and suppression to management. (In Colorado, the sheriffsprovidefire protection
onnon-Federal lands.) Thechange substantialy increased the complexity of the sheriffs’ jobs.
Now they may engagein awholerange of fire management actionsincluding hazardousfuels
reductions, fireeducation, and wildland urban interfacewil dfire preparedness.

The samelaw authorized and encouraged countiesto prepare plansthat would help coordinate
firemanagement. Thelegidation provided afoundation for seamless, interagency fire
management. TheBLM hascompleted fire management for all landsthat the agency manages
inColorado. TheNationa Fire Plan requires close coordination and cooperation between
Federal agencies and local authorities and landowners. Recognizing that acomprehensive,
countywidefiremanagement plan coveringal
landsincluding Federal lands meetsthese needs,
theBLM madefinancia, material, and technical
assistance availableto support county efforts.

Planningiswell underway. On November 26,
Colorado county fireplannerswill meetin
Colorado Springsjust beforethewinter meeting
of Colorado Counties, Inc. (An association of
Colorado County Commissioners.) CCl, the

: BLM, and the Colorado State Forest Serviceare
BLM and county planners coordinate on fire sponsoring theplanners meeting. Thefirst
plan. comprehensive county fireplan draftsshould be
ready early in 2002.
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Deer Haven Ranch

TheRoyal GorgeField Office(BLM), in Canon
City, Colorado compl eted the Deer Haven
Mechanica FuelsTreatment Project inAugust
of 2001.
Encroachment of young treesinto Deer Haven. 1 heproject areacovered approximately 410
acreswheremechanical trestmentswere used
to reduce hazardousfuel sthat had accumulated over many years. The project wasalso
designed toimprove habitat for elk, muledeer and turkey in additiontoimproving forage
conditionsfor livestock.

Mechanical treatment in the numerous meadow complexesin the Deer Haven arearemoved
young ponderosa pine, pinyon pine, juniper and whitefir treesthat had invaded the meadows.
Maintenance of the meadows insuresthat fuel breaksarein placein the event of acatastrophic
fireand hel psreduceladder fuelsintheunderstory. Transplants of saleable ponderosapines
wereremoved prior to mechanical treatment. Thetreatment consisted of using hand-held
chainsawsto cut and dash the undesirable vegetation. Additional mechanical treatmentsand
prescribed burning are planned in thefutureto continuewith thefuel streatment programinthis
area.

TheBLM acquired the 4,900 acre Deer
Haven Ranch from the Mellon Foundation and
the Conservation Fund several yearsago. The
two organi zations purchased the Deer Haven
Ranch from the Resolution Trust Corporation
and donated theland tothe BLM to provide
sgnificant wildlife, riparian and wetland

habitat, recreation opportunities, protect
scenic quality andtoimprove stewardship and
accessto adjoining publicland. The Ste after fuels treatment.
development of adjacent privatelandsinto

subdivisions has necessitated increased fuel sreduction effortson theranch.




American Red Cross Teams with BLM

American Red Crossvolunteersareworking
withthe Colorado State Forest Servicein
western Col orado to promote community
wildfire preparedness. The Bureau of Land
Management and Forest Serviceprovide
funds, training support, and other assistance.
Trained Volunteershelp landownersdecideon
wildfirehazard mitigation and teach wildland
urbaninterfaceresidentsabout wildlandfire
and how tolivesafdly withit.

Red Crossvolunteerstrained at Cedaridge,
Colorado inthebasicsof FIREWISE Red Cross volunteers receive training to help
landscaping and building construction and residents in the wildland urban interface.
community-based fire education methods. They shadowed astateforester to learn more about
how to hel p residents preparetheir families, homes, and landscapesto survive wildfireand now
areworking insevera interfacecommunities.

Theexperiencesof theseVolunteersarethebasisfor training curriculum developmentin
community wildfire preparedness and hazard mitigation education. Red Crosswill usethe
curriculumtotrain Volunteersin Colorado and el sewhere.

TheBureau of Land Management providesfunding and expertiseto Red Crossfor curriculum
development and volunteer logistical support. BLM FireMitigation Education Specialists, state
forestersand volunteers coordinate work on federal lands and neighboring communities
supporting local education efforts. TheBLM and USFS providefunding to the Colorado State
Forest Serviceto hel p finance aRed Cross program coordinator for education effortsinthe
wildland urbaninterface.

Red Crossworkswith neighborhood |eadership and the sheriff and rura fire departments.
Volunteersserveasthe“armsandlegs’ of thefireagencies. They organizecommunity
education meetingswhere agency specidiststeachfirebehavior, fireecology, and adviseon
hazard mitigation. They organize hazard mitigation demonstrations, monitor progress, watch for
problemsand help find solutions, and do other things needed to reduce thewildfirethreat ona
neighborhood scale. Thesuccessof the program has spawned requestsfrom American Red
Cross chaptersand firemanagersin other statesfor training and assistancein establishing smilar
programs.

&
5
®
-
®
=
(e
-
©
_
©
-
g
S
m




o
5
®
-
®
=
(e
-
©
1
©
-
.
S
m

Eastern Sates

Juniper Inlet Natural Area

Eighty six acres surrounding the picturesque Jupiter
lighthousein northern Palm Beach County, Florida
reverted to the Bureau of Land Management in July,
1996, after over 100 years of use by the U.S. Coast
Guard. TheBLM isnow working with Palm Beach
County Department of Environmental Resources
Management, the South FloridaWater M anagement
District and other loca partnersto managethisurban ;
“idand” of scrub, mangrove, and hardwood tropical BLM’s Jupiter Lighthouse tract.
hammock. Thistract isthefourth largest Floridascrub

tract remaininginthe County.

Sensitive vegetation communitiesand the presence of 18
specia status species prompted designation of the northern 54
acresof thetract asanAreaof Critical Environmental
Concernin 1996, afirst for BLM intheeast. A planwas
developed with publicinput to guide management of thetract
for thenext tenyears. Intheupland scrub, thisincluded the

- reintroduction of fire, animportant e ement for many of the
Public notice about Jupiter scrub-dependent specid statusplants. It adsoincluded an
Lighthouse. aggressive exotic speciesremoval program.

Thegoa of thefirst controlled burn wasto
reducethe possibility of adestructivewildfire
which would threaten propertiesinthearea, and
toimprovehabitat for wildlife. Theinitia burn
encompassed 5.3 acresin the northeast portion
of the Jupiter tract. A second prescribed burnis
now planned and isexpected to take place early
inFY 2002. Each year thissite hasbeen selected
asaNational Public LandsDay site, and over
100l ocal students have come out and assi sted
with exotic plant removal (such asaustralian

pine).

Initial prescribed burn site.




|daho

The Hulls Gulch Environmental Education/Wildland-Urban Interface
Project

In August 1996, more than 15,000 acres across
the Boise Front burned. Hundredsof homesin
the wildland-urbaninterfacewerethreatened
including aninholding surrounded by Boise City’s
Hulls Gulch Preserve, aprotected 270-acre
property that providesapublic gateway tothe
heavily used Boise Front.

In 1997, the City of Boise acquired the 20-acre
property fromtheMcCord family. It includes
about two acresof landscaped areaaround the home From the outset, the city’svision hasbeen
for theMcCord siteto serve asacommunity outdoor |ab and environmental education center,
particularly duetoitslocation inthewildland-urban interface and ease of public access.

After the severefire season of 2000, the M cCord site was used to devel op apublic model home
that emphasized living safely in awildland fireenvironment, wildland fuelsmanagement, andfire

ecology.

When completed the facility will provide indoor and outdoor classroom and meeting spaceto
educate audiencesranging from school childrento adult neighborhood associ ationsand other
community groups. Thesite, only minutesfrom the National Interagency Fire Center and the
Capitol building, isawonderful educational opportunity to showcasewildland-urbaninterface
fadlity.

TheMcCord project providesan excellent chanceto create interagency, community, and
business partnerships. 1daho BLM, the City of Boise, AdaCounty, Ridgeto Rivers Council,
Boise Parksand Recreation and the Treasure Val ley Fire Prevention Co-op areworking together
onthisproject to providefunds, expertise, and labor. Other groupsand organizationsalso have
expressed aninterest in participating in the project.
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Theexisting houseand surrounding buildings
will beredesigned. Oncecomplete, the
exterior of thefacility will appear asatypica
urban interface homewith appropriate
landscaping. Inside, however, will housea
large classroom facility, meeting spaceand
offices. Naturetrails, interpretivesigning,
and an orchard with samplefireres stant
plantssurround the center. The M cCord
project isexpected to be completed
sometimein 2003.
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Montana

Hearst Subdivision, South Dakota

A Bureauof Indian Affairs(BIA) fuels
reductioncrew fromtheLower Brule,
Winnebago, and Santee Reservations
recently helped BLM’ s South Dakota
Field Officeonacooperativeurban
interfacefuel reduction project near the
Hearst SubdivisioninLead, South
Dakota.

TheBIA crew workedwith other crews
from L ead and the South Dakota
Divisonof Wildland Fire Suppression.
TheLawrence County Sheriff provided Black Hill Power and Light Company helped with this
several trusteestodeliver lunchesand project.

water tothecrews. Trusteesalso

operated asmall chipper provided by thecity of L ead.

Crewsworkedinthreeproject areasduring atwo-week period:

* A cutandpileproject wascompleted next to structuresand acemetery on Lead
property.

» Thick pineregenerationwascutinapower-linerow directly below structuresonthe
west Hearst. Black HillsPower and Light then had acontract chipper compl etethe
project.

* Acutandpileproject on BLM just west of the subdivision wascompl eted.

Thiswasthebeginning of asubstantial cooperativeeffort toreducethefuel hazard aroundthe
Hearst Subdivision. BLM will continuetotreat fuel sintheremainder of al25 acreareaby
usingcommercia and additional pre-commercia treatments. Other partnersaround Hearst
includeBlack HillsPower and Light, Homestake Mining Company, andindividual |ot owners.

Fuel buildup before clearing right-of-way.

Project site after the work was
completed.




Lower Blackfoot River Corridor, Western Montana

Montana'sMissoulaField Office
completed fuel augmentationwork this
summer for aprescribed burnin March or
early April 2002intheLower Blackfoot
River Corridor. Thisareaquaifiesasan
intermix community wherestructuresare
scattered throughout awildland area. The
areaisalso aheavily used recreation area.
About 25,000-30,000 peoplerecreatein
thisareaduring the summer months.

The objective of the project isto reduce
fuel loadings (dense overstocked Douglas-
fir understory) and fireseverity within
PonderosaPinestands. Historically, these
stands had low fuel loadingsand higher
frequency/low severity fires. Restoringfire
intotheseareaswill aidinrecresting the
historic stand structure (i.e. large diameter
pinewithintermittent openingscontaining
pockets of seedling/sapling ponderosa
pine.) Another objectiveof theprojectis
toimprovebig gamewinter range by Typical Ponderosa Pine stand in the Lower Blackfoot
stimulating shrub species, suchas River corridor.

serviceberry, willow, and ceantohus.

Without fuel augmentationand burningin
thisarea, ladder fuelsand therisk of a
catastrophic wildfirewasincreasing.
Reducing fuelsinthesestandsand
maintaining thefuel loadingswith periodic
prescribed burns, will decrease the potential
for afuturewildfireto escape.
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Project area prior to treatment.
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BLM, County Conservation District Sign $100,000Agreement toAid Homeowner s

with FirePrevention

by JACQUES RUTTEN, News-Argus Saff Writer (Lewistown, Montana) (local news used with permission)

Nearing theend of yet another devastating year
of drought with the constant threet of fire
looming largeal acrosstheregion, the Fergus
County Conservation Digtrict and the Bureau of
Land Management signed an agreement | ast
week to ad privatelandownersinreducingfire
potentia ontheir property.

Theagreement ispart of the National FirePlan
and issupported by a$100,000 grant. The
bulk of the money will be used for cost-sharing
non-commercia thinning projectson private
land.

“We cannot eiminateor prevent al fires,” said
Shannon lverson, fire management planner for
the Lewistown BLM office. “But we can take
stepsto reducethe severity, intensity and
spread by thinning theforests, creating fuel
breaks and defens ble space around structures
such asresidencesand outbuildings.”

Inresponsetotheterriblelossesfromwildfire
last year, Congress embarked on the National
FirePlantothin excessfuelsand improve
forest healthin order to reducethe catastrophic
effectsof fire.

“We haveto get someof thefuelsout of the
forest or we' regoing to have another disaster
likewe vehadin our parksandinthewestern
part of thestate,” said Shonny Nordland at the
Fergus County Conservation District (FCFD).
“Thelandownersknow that, and | think there
will bealot of interestinthisprogram.”

The FCFD iscurrently developing the
applicationfor theprogram and expectsto
havethem availablewithin amonth.

All forested landsin Fergus County aredligible.
However, priority isgiventolandswhere
catastrophic firedanger isthehighest, such as

the Judith and M occasin mountainsand the
foothillsof the Snowies.

Thoughthebulk of thefundswill be used
for noncommercia thinning, Iversonsaid
cost-sharemoney will also beused for
developingaplanfor fud reductionin
more complex caseswherethereisaneed
tothincommercia-sizedtrees. Inthose
Stuations, thevaueof thecommercia
timber would then be used to of fset the
cost of necessary noncommercial thinning.

The project money will not beused to
cleanup after, or subsidize, alogging
operation. Itisintended to help people
accomplish pre-commercia thinning that
would otherwise beuneconomica. The
amount cost-shared will vary, but will not
exceed 75 percent for implementation
projects.

“Providing assistanceto protect
communitiesinthewildland-urban
interfaceisanimportant component of the
(National Fire) Plan,” said Iverson. “The
specia appropriation also directed BLM
tofocuson collaboratingwithlocal
government entitiesand contributing to
economic stability of local communitiesby
contracting with private companies.”

Educationd activitiesinvolvedwiththe
agreement includethe dissemination of the
“Livingwith Fire’ brochure (includedin
today’s newspaper).

Additiond activitiesaredtill intheplanning
stages, but may include workshops,
demonstration toursand forest
stewardship courses. Landownerscan also
find additiona information ontheFireWise
Web steat www.firewise.org.




Shepherd-AH-Nei Area

BLM landsareadjacenttohomesin
anextensiverura sub-divison20
milesfromBillings, Montana. The
area, referred to asthe Shepherd AH-
Nei area, washeavily timberedwith
Ponderosapinebrownfrom several
yearsof drought. Topography of the
areaisrugged and covered with dense
timber. Bringinginequipmentfor
crewswasnearly impossibleinorder
to prevent afirefrom spreading.

Under theseconditions, BLM used enginecrewsawaiting callstofireduty thissummer tothin
thetreesand createa”firebreak.” TheMilesCity field officedid somecomputer modeling and
looked at theworst-case scenario. Asaresult, theflamelength height of afiregoing through
thiscountry would beabout 7 feet. Thefirecrewsselectively thinnedthetreesfirst, tomake
suretherewasenough space between themto prevent crownfire, thenlimbedthetrees to7
feet, aboveprojected flamelengths.

Thenew fuel break isamilelongand 200to 350 feet wide. Pilesof slash (debris) were
created, andwill beburnedthiswinter. BLM may also makesomeof theslashavailablefor
firewood. Thefuel break will not only slow or stopfires, it may allow for other usesinthe
future. Withfewer trees, moregrasswill grow and moregrazing may beavailable. Inthelong-
term prescribed firemay beintroduced to keep dangerousfuelsat areduced level.
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Nevada

Student Conservation Association Volunteers Do Home
I nspections

LynneKistler, aretired high school art
teacher moved into her brand-new
retirement homeinthe Ruby Mountainsin
thecommunity of Lamoille, not far from
Elko, in Northeastern Nevadalast
December.

Kistler did thebest shecould withthe
landscaping to create adefensible space
around her new home, but every timeshe
saw thelightning strike the too-near 9 opes
of the Ruby Mountainssheworried.

Student Conservation Association voulteers review
firesafe practices.

Then shewas contacted by agroup of

young volunteersfrom the Student Conservation Associ ation Fire Education Corps
(SCA) who offered freehome assessmentsfor peoplewho liveinthewildland-urban
interface.

“I amvery much afraid of fire, and | livein dry country, so | accepted the SCA'soffer,”
Kistler said. “1’m aso anxiousfor thisareato be better mapped and identified by the

county.”

Threemembersof the Elko SCA team came out to Kistler’shouse on ahot day in July to
take alook around and offer afew suggestions.

Oneof the SCA volunteersused ahand-held deviceto acquirethe Global Positioning
System (GPS) coordinatesfor Kistler’shouse, along with the coordinates of the other
homesinthearea; the accessroadsand dl fire hydrantsand water sourcesinthearea
Both the GPS coordinates and the home assessment resultswill be provided tolocal,
sateand federd wildland firefighting agencies.

Inthe event of awildlandfire, suchinformation can bequitevaluable, accordingto Elko
SCA Team Leader Eleni Vagelatos. The GPS coordinateswill makeit easier for
firefightersto find these homesduring afire, because existing mapsof these new
developmentsare oftenincomplete. Thehomeassessmentswill givefirefightersthe
defensible space information they need to protect thesehomesfromwildlandfire.

The Student Conservation Associationisanationa nonprofit organization that provides
volunteersto assist local, state and federal agencieswith conservation projects, according




Rural home evaluated under the SCA program

to Eleni. The SCA'sFire Education Corpsisagroup of 50 student volunteers,
working inteams, who aretrained in recognizing the possible threatsto homes should
awildlfireoccur.

Two of the seven-member SCA teamsare based in Nevada: onein Elko and onein
Carson City. The Nevadateamsarefunded asapart of the BLM’sfire prevention,
education and mitigation program, which was expanded asaresult of the National
FirePlan.

All team membersweretrainedinthefirst half of wildland firefighter Rookie School in
Boisein June, and at theend of August they will return to Boiseto completetheir
firefighter training and receivetheir Red Cards.

Thevolunteersusually go out in teamsof two, and while one student interviewsthe
landowner, the other conductsaproperty eva uation. Team membersevaluatethe
structure of the building, wood piles, vegetation and landscaping, and livestock. They
also assess occupant medical problems, aswell asaccessto electricity and water.

Through the summer, the Carson City SCA team conducted 30-40 assessments per
week. Thiswasthefirst year for the SCA Fire Education Corps program, with only
seventeamsin Nevadaand | daho. Planning isalready intheworksfor 15-20 of these
teamsduring the summer of 2002.

O
S
®
-
®
=
©
-
®
—
-
@)
=
g
>
m




O
5
©
C
Qv
=
©
C
Qv
—
(T
@
-
3
>
m

National Conservation AreaBenefitsfrom Hazar dousFuelsReduction Proj ect

The50acreHigh Rock prescribed
burnwasconductedin December
2000 by the SurpriseResource
Area sengineandfuelscrews, with
assistancefromother fireand
resourcepersonnel. Itwaslocated
inHigh Rock Canyon, Nevada,
whichispart of theBlack Rock/
High Rock Canyon National
ConservationArea

Thegoalsachieved by thisburn
indude:

* Reductionof thefirehazard by
creatingfuel breaks;

» Removal of old growth sageand grasses, creating amosai c of open and brush areas
throughout thecanyon complex;

* Restorationof nativebrush and grassspeciesto helpwildlife, and;

* Protectionof historicsites.

BLM iscarefully returningfire, acritical part of theecosystem, back to High Rock Canyon. In
doing so nativeplant species, and thewildlifethat dependsonthemfor forage, will benefit.

Partneringfor Restoration

TheNewland AreaRestoration Project, started
in1999, isan ongoing effort which hasthus

far improved approximately 450 acres.
PartneringwiththeCaliforniaDeer Association,
thisprojectinvolvesmechanical treatment of
juniper. Theobjectiveof thisprojectisto break
upthecontinuity of theexisting hazardousfuels
onthesiteand reduceencroachingjunipersto
protect mahogany and aspen standsinthearea.

TheBLM fuelscrew fromtheSurpriseField
Office isdoingthework. Thephoto wastaken
from an existing photo point and showsthe
dead, cut juniper intheforeground and an uncut
sectionof junipersontherightinthe
background.




Indian Creek Recreation Area

BLM'’sCarson City Field Officehas
management respong bility forlandsin
AlpineCounty, Californiaand started a
fuelsmanagement programinthelndian
Creek Recreation Areain1992. The
Indian Creek Recreation Areaisahigh
userecreation areathat isvery important
tothelocal communitiesandtheir
recreation-based economy, andisin
closeproximity tothecommunitiesof
Woodfordsand Markleeville, Cdifornia
Portionsof thelndian Creek Recreation
Areahaveburnedinlargewildfiresinthe
past twenty years. Since1992theBLM
hasmechanically thinned 450 acresand
conducted prescribed burnson 150 acres, treating atotal of 600 acres.

Theprimary objectiveof thelndian Creek fuel smanagement programisto reducedangerous
fuel loadingsand alter fuel arrangement. But theprogram’ sother important objectivesareto

mai ntain aestheti c val ues, reducedwarf mistletoeandinsect pest infestations, improvethetimber
stand natural regenerati on process, rejuvenate browse, andincrease herbaceousplant
productionandavailability.

Thefuelsmanagement programat Indian Creek isongoing. A forestthinning projectis
schedul ed to beginin October 2001 and additional forest thinning and prescribed burning will
continuein2002.
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Agency Takesa Youthful Approach to Fire Safety in West

by Tom Gorman Los Angeles Times

Jim Watson's mountain home near here, deep in a sea of
pinyon pines, cedars and sagebrush, was about to be
assessed for how well it would withstand a wildfire.

“Don’t do me in,” he laughed nervously as the two
inspectors began their detailed tour around the home,
clipboards in hand.

Nothing would escape their trained eyes, and the
multitude of ways his home would be found vulnerable
during this dangerous fire season left Watson a bit
unsettled.

By the end of the hourlong inspection, he promised to
make amends, and the inspectors wished him well. And
with that, the pair of fresh-scrubbed college students—
Jeremy Ray, a 20-year-old from Kentucky, and Julia
Olszewski, a 22-year-old from Ohio—moved on to the
next home on their list.

A few months ago, neither had any fire prevention
training—and a trip west of the Mississippi was a novelty.

But as summer interns for the Student Conservation
Assn., they and about 50 other college students agreed to
help the Bureau of Land Management inspect homes in
the mountains and foothills abutting BLM land, a task
that could be poorly received coming from Uncle Sam, at
least in government-unfriendly Nevada.

In Nevada, the BLM often is viewed as an adversary
because the federal government dictates the land use of
nearly 90% of the state. Government officials figured
homeowners would be more receptive to a bunch of well-
intentioned college kids in polo shirts than federal
inspectors in green uniforms.

“We're helping to cross the boundaries of bureaucracy,”
said Brian Van Kley, a supervisor for the SCA leading six
students in the Carson City area. “Homeowners around
here don’t necessarily want to talk to government
bureaucrats, but they’ll talk to us about fire dangers. They
know

we won't preach at them or cite them and that all we're
trying to do is discuss ways to make their homes more
defensible against fire.

“We are nonthreatening volunteers,” he said.

And the personal contact, the students said, has a greater
effect than receiving yet another fire-prevention flier.

“They can't just throw us away,” Ray said. “And I'm
learning a lot about how to deal with the public.”

This is the first year of the partnership between the
BLM, the U.S. Forest Service, local fire departments and
the SCA, a national nonprofit organization that provides
about 2,500 high school and college student volunteers
for a host of local, state and federal agencies needing
assistance on conservation projects.

Each year, according to the SCA, its interns provide
about 1 million hours of service to conservation efforts
across the country. When the organization launched its
fire education corps earlier this summer, 500 students
applied. The 50 chosen ones are working around here and
Elko, Nev., and in five communities in Idaho.

The students receive weekly $50 stipends as well as room and
board. The real benefit to the interns, they say, is a sense of
public atruism—and resume building.

Local fire officials say they are grateful for the students' help.
“We simply don’t have the time to visit as many homes as
these kids are,” said Tracy Curtis, an inspector for the Storey
County Fire Department.

The students based in Carson City have inspected about 170
homes since starting in early July and hope to have offered 300
assessments by the time their tour of duty ends Aug. 31.

Not only are the students advising homeowners on fire
protection, but they are also gathering information, to be left
behind at fire stations, on each home visited: the construction
type, any flammable materials, the number of residents and if
they are ambulatory, the location of utility

shut-offs and the availability of firefighting resources, such as
wells and generators.

The student program is the newest tactic to be employed along
the so-called Sierra Front, where 6,500-foot mountains slope
up from the high desert floor and fires are commonly ignited
by lightning, including two that were contained earlier this
week after charring nearly 9,000 acres.

In 1999, the worst fire season in recent years, several hundred
lightning-spawned wildfires charred 1.6 million acres in Nevada
and destroyed two homes. Homeowners like Watson, who has
dodged fires just a few miles away, are most vulnerable because
they live in areas thick with

vegetation.

“About half of al big fires end up threatening homes,” said
Leonard Wehking, the BLM’s local fire management officer.
“We're doing all we can to help homeowners help themselves.
It's to our benefit as well, but these students are the local
heroes for doing this work.”

And they take it seriously.

Inspecting Watson's home, Ray and Olszewski were unabashed
in pinpointing problem areas.

His fire-resistant asphalt roof shingles were good but he ought
to enclose the underside of his eaves to prevent embers from
lodging beneath the roof.

That wood pile next to the house? “Oh boy, is that a no-no,”
Ray said.

The Russian olive tree isn’t too flammable, but it should be
pruned so its branches don't hang over the house. His trees
should be cleared of branches within 6 feet of the ground so
they don't serve as a ladder for a grass fire. And his backyard
balcony, with a million-dollar view over

the mountain slope, should be screened from the deck to the
ground below to keep embers out.

There should be space among the pines on his property so
flames can’'t jump from one to the next.

“It's al a matter of creating defensible space,” Olszewski
advised, offering the insights of a wise old firefighter.

Watson took the suggestions in stride. “I knew most of these
issues even before they showed up. But | needed them to
remind me to get these things taken care of.”




New Mexico

TheChimayo Scout Camp —New
Mexico

TheTaos, New MexicoBLM Fireand
SurfaceProtection Program beganfuels
reductionintheCopper Hill and Chimayo
Scout Camp management areasinthe
summer of 1998. Sincethen, theBLM
hastreated approximately 400 acresat
eachlocationfor atotal of 800 acres.
Withtheincreaseinfundingfor hazardous :
fuelsreduction projects, anadditional 600  Broadcast and pile burning at Chimayo Scout Camp.
to 800 acresduring the 2001 fire season

will beimproved. Thiswill morethantripletheamount of acres treatedinoneyear.

TheChimayo Scout Campisarecreational and public purpose (R& PP) Patent fromtheBLM
tothe Greater Southwest AreaCouncil of theBoy Scoutsof America. Thecurrent Patent
agreement requirestheBL M tomanageall mineral, timber, wildlife, cultural, and recrestional
resourcesontheland. Every year, nearly 5,000 scoutsvisit Camp Frank Rand during the
height of thefireseason. Withthismany visitors, hazardousfuelsreductionasanimportant part
of ensuring public safety and aswell asthewelfare of thescouts.

Saleof firewood fromthesite has produced morethan $40,000inthepast threeyears. This
year, morethan $20,000 could be generated becauseof thisurbaninterface project.

Copper Hill Management Area

The Copper Hill Management Areaisvery
closeto Penasco, PicurisPueblo, and
surrounding communities, whichmakesthis
hazardousfuelsreduction project very
important. Theprojectisbeingdonein
collaborationwith Eight Northern Pueblos,
jointly funded by theNew Mexico
Environmental Department and theNew
Mexico State Gameand Fish.
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Unthinned plot, Copper Hill 1998
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Theresdentsof thesurrounding
communitiesbenefitfromthisprojectin
severa ways. Inadditiontoreducing
wildlandfireriskstothecommunities,
residentsal so harvest fuelwood andlocal
hand crewsare contracted by theBLM to
assistwithprescribedfires. Local cooks
areemployed andthelocal community
center isrented and used asabase camp
duringtheprescribedfireactivities.

Forestry research at Copper Hill was Plot following thinning, 2000
initiatedin 1965 under theK ennedy

administrationand hascontinued until present day. Thissitehasbeenthinnedandlogged many
timesover thelast 50 years, but firehasnever been used asamanagement tool. Asthepictures
Illustrate, treeregeneration hasbeen high evenunder past thinning practices.

Mount Nebo Prescribed Burn

Northeast of Aztec, New Mexico near
the Colorado border isaheavily forested
(pinonand juniper) areaknown asthe
Mount Nebo area. It issituated between
theAnimasand San Juan Riversin
northern New Mexico. Two yearsago,
thisareawasthinned to create brush for
deer and opened to the public to gather
fuel wood. After thewood was gathered,
theareawasclosed and theremaining
dash burned to stimulategrowth. The
areawill be seeded with native grasses,
bitterbrush and mountain mahogany for
deer habitat.

BLM fire specialist helps monitor Nebo prescribed
burn.

Thisproject wasdonein conjunction with the NM
Gameand Fish Department to improve deer
habitat abovethe San Juan River. Thishabitat is
being created so that deer will ceasebeing
nuisancestolocal farmers.

Planning and proper conditions
helped to complete a successful burn.




Oregon

Oregon Plans Community
Work

TheBLM Lakeview Digtrict, Klamath Falls
ResourceAreain Klamath Falls, Oregon,
has started an ambitiousfuelsreduction
project affecting morethan 3,000 acresin
and around thesmall community of Bly
Mountain, Oregon. Although the primary
goal of thisproject isto reduce dangerous
fuel loadingsinthewildland urbaninterface Rural homes will benefit from fuels work.
area, avery important secondary objective

isto providetemporary jobsfor up to 80 displaced farm workersin the Klamath Basin, which
has been devastated by the current drought.

Using specia funding that has been all ocated by the Washington Office, the KFRA has
obligated thework to four private contractors, who haveaready begun recruiting workersin
thelocal area. The Oregon Department of Forestry and local elected officialsareassisting the
BLM inplanning, support, and community relations. Work will commencewithinafew weeks.
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Utah

Pony Express

TheSdlt Lake, Utah, BLM hasbegun ahazardousfuel sreduction projectin Skull Valley, an
areaforty mileswest of Salt L ake City. Thehazardousfuel ischeatgrass, aninvasiveweed that
blanketsmost of theareaand fuel srapidly spreadingwil dfiresthat sweep annually across Skull
Valley. Thesefiresthreatenisolated ranchesand homes, the Dugway Proving Grounds
(includingthecommunity of English Village), Skull VValley I ndian Reservationand thecommunity
of Terra.

ThePony ExpressBlack Stripping project wasdesigned to createa300foot black stripalong
several roadsin Skull Valley. Thisyear, 746 acreswere compl eted out of 1,964 target acres.
Tomaintainthefuel break created by the prescribed burning, thestripswill beburned asecond
timewithinthenext fiveyearstoimprovefirecontrol defenseby slowingthepotential spread of
wildfiresinthevaley.

Black stripping along the Rydalch Canyon road.

South Dugway

TheSalt Lake, Utah, BLM hasbeenworkingincooperationwiththefiredepartment at
Dugway Proving Grounds, amilitary installation, to completeathree phase project that will
createafirebreak alongtheboundary of the White Sage | mpact Areaand providebetter fire
protectiontothecommunitiesof Terraand EnglishVillage(on Dugway Proving Grounds).
Thishazardousfuel sreduction project will convert thetypeof vegetation along theboundary
fromfire-proneannual grasstoless-flammableperennia grass.

Thefirst phasewascompleted in June, when tumbleweedswereburned off 18 milesof fence
lineto preparefor thesecond phase; burninga300foot strip a ong thefencelineon




BLM land. Thesecond phaseis
currently underway and once
completedwill befollowed by the
third phaseof seeding perennial
grasses. Six-hundred acresare
planned to betreated and 70 acres
havebeen carried through phasetwo
sofar.

Tumbleweeds caught in the Dugway fence before the burn.
Working with Local Leaders

TheFuelsManagement Teamfor Cedar City, Utah, BLM met withthelron County, County
Commissionerson September 24, 2001. During thismeetingthe BLM updatedthe
commissionerson projectscurrently under devel opmentinareaswithintheir jurisdiction,
induding:

. TheC-Trail Hazardous Fuel Reduction Project wasimplemented on October
3. This260 acreproject will reducefuel loadsonthelower slopeadjacent to
theof the Cedar Highland Subdivision.

. TheHighway 56 corridor located west of Cedar City includescommunitiesthat
areintermixedrightin Pinyonand Juniper trees. Theproject areasareall
identified ascritical deer winter range.

. TheParowan front areal ocated between Parowan and Summit will focuson
educationwith homeowners. Duetothe steepnessof slopeand limited access
onthesurrounding publicland, hazardousfuel reduction projectsmay not bethe
most effectivemethods. ‘ Survivable Space’ messageswereshared alongwith
theneed for community planning.
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Populated corridor in the wildland urban interface area near Cedar City.
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During the meeting the commissionersenthusiastically requested thefuelsteam sharethis
presentation with their coordinating council, whichincludesall the Mayorsin Iron County.
Another meeting was proposed with their Planning and Zoning Committee, which wasdoneon
October 4. The commissioners wanted those groupsto hear how asubdivision can be
designed with survivable space prior to construction. Topicsinclude access, suitablelocations
for homes, construction techniquesand fireresistant building materials.

Moab Fire District Wildland/Urban Interface Projects - Summer 2001

TheMonticello Field Office (M oab Fire Digtrict) in southeastern Utah has completed severa
fuel reduction projectsthat havereduced thethrest of potentially damaging and lifethreatening
wildfirein popular recreationa Sites.

Indian Creek Campground

Thehazardousfue swithin and around
Indian Creek campsites, that are adjacent
to the Newspaper Rock RecreationArea,
threaten public safety andtheBLM’s
capitol investments. Thesefuelshave both
vertical and horizonta continuity whichwill
support awildfireontheground with
intermittent torching into thecrownsof large
cottonwood trees. The camping and
picnickingintheareapresentsapotential
source of an uncontrolled, damaging
wildfire. Thefue reductionwill mitigatethe
damaging effectsof awildfire.

Ancient Indian petroglyphs are part of the rich
archealogical resources near the campground.

The popular public use area was at risk from wildland
Campground site after fuel reduction fire prior to treatment.
work.




Mule Canyon Ruins

Mule Canyon Ruinisapopular
recreation sitefor fuel reductionwork.
Thefuelsthat wereinand around Mule
Canyon Ruinarepinyon pineand
juniper that havea100 percent vertical
and 70 percent horizontal continuity. A
wildfireinthisareacould quickly
becomeaplume-dominated, fuel-driven
firegiven theright westher conditions.
Estimated flamelengthsfor thisscenario
rangefrom 30t0100+ feet. A substantial
shaded fuel break was constructed using
local BLM firefighters, Southwest Youth Corp, and the Canyon Country Youth Corp. Ladder
fuels(shrubs, low lying limbsand small trees) that support ground dependent crown fireswere
cut with chainsawsand piled for burning

later thiswinter.

Cooperative work resulted in a protective fuel break.

Richfield BLM Area

The Gilson Mountain Restoration Projectis
1,076 acres, located at the south end of the
TinticValey in Juab County, Utah. This
burnwill clear thechest grassin
preparation for an Oust trestment followed
by perennid plant 58ng ng. The_prolect IS Uncontrolled cheatgrass posed a significant threat
part of the Great Basin Restoration fromwildland fire.

intiative.

Topography at thissite consistsof gently
soping benchesabout 5000 feet in
elevation. Vegetation at the sitesproposed
for prescribed firetreatment iscomposed of
annua vegetation, primarily chestgrass.
Highway 6 and the Union Pecific Railroad
lie adjacent to the proposed bum sitesalong
thewest side. Theprescribed fireswill
preparethesitesfor chemica trestment by
licensed herbicide applicators.
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Intense fire from prescribed burning removed
cheatgrass and other annual weeds.
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Objectivesfor the project aretoilncreasethefirereturninterval onthissitefrom burning every
3-5yearsto 18-20 years, usefireto prepare aseedbed that will be chemically treated and
seeded with desired plant species, and establish abuffer zone between BLM land and private
land to the North and West of the burn area.

Reduction of Fuel Load Near Communities

The Cedar City Field Officein Utahisselecting areas of risk by theamount of heavy fuel loads
and the proximity of homesinthewildland urbaninterface. Thereareat least ten areasthat have
beenidentified sofar asareasof risk. Eachareahasadiversity of concernsand interest

groups. Collaborationisessential with thesevariedinterests. Cedar City ismestingwithlocal
fire departments, agencies, county commiss oners, homeownersand othersto establish the
framework for thewildland interface projects.

Oneof these projectsisa 260 acre hazardousfuel reduction project onthe west slope of Cedar
Mountain above Cedar City, Utah. Abovethe project areaisthe Cedar Highland Subdivision
and incorporating part of the project areaisthe C-Trail, apopular BLM hikingtrail. Thelayout
of theland wherethesubdivisionislocated increasesitsrisk to highintengity fire. Withan
increasein dead Pinyon Pine and because of theleve of fuel loading of pinyon and juniper inthe
subdivision and adjacent publiclandsthisareawas selected for trestment.

Thisfal theBLM will start theremoval of the hazardousfuel |oad by selecting the highest
affected areasand removing thefuelsby hand cutting with chainsawsand pilingthedash. The
dash would beburned during the winter months. This project will take place over the next two
tothreeyears.

TheC-Trall project areaispart of acritical deer winter habitat. With that in mind, thisprojectis
designed to enhance and protect that aspect. Resource protection and enhancement arealways
animportant part of all projects. 1neach areaof risk, thetype of fuel treatment will depend on
the condition of thenatura resourcesand public safety issues.

A home site in the lower portion of the Cedar Highlands Subdivision. The white roof tops
show the location of other homes in the subdivision.




Wyoming
Rural Fire Department Grants

Morethan $346,000 wasdistributed to rural fire departments acrossWyoming thanksto the
additional money the Bureau of Land Management received as part of the National Fire Plan.

Asaresult of theincreased funding, BLM isdistributing the money to enhancefireprotection
capabilitiesof therural departments.

Wyoming departments submitted applicationsto BLM earlier thisyear requesting money. They
could usethefundsfor training, equipment purchases, and prevention activitieson acost share
basis. The applicationswerereviewed by aninteragency team and the money isnow being
distributed.

“Last year wasabusy fire season and therural fireorganizationsweretruly anintegral part of
our firefighting capabilities,” said Wyoming State Fire M anagement Officer John Glenn. “Not
only will thishelpincrease coordination between BLM and our partners, but the public benefits
aswell. By improving our fire protection capabilities, we can hel p reducefire lossand the
occurrenceandintengty of fireswithintheurban interface.”

BLM, in cooperation with theWyoming Wildland Fire Plan Action Team, distributed thisnew
money whichwasallocated by Congressto the Department of the Interior fireagencies-
Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service, Bureau of IndianAffairsand Fishand
Wildlife Service, the Department of Agriculture, and the U.S. Forest Service- inthe2001
AppropriationsBill.
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Wyoming BLM prepared a map/chart showing the departments and
communities who received rural fire grants.
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Muddy Mountain Project-BLM & ROTC

On September 29, the Natrona County High School Reserve Officer Training Corps, Army
National Guard, and Bureau of Land Management joined forcesto conduct fuelsreduction
work withinthe Muddy Mountain National Recreation Trail in celebration of National Public
LandsDay.

ROTC studentsmoved and prepared dash pileswhilelearning about forestry and fuels
reduction. Activitiesbegan at 10 am and ended at 4:30 pm. The National Guard provided
transportation for the students, and lunch was provided for participantsby BLM.

Fuel loads prepared for removal during National Public
Lands Day.




Heli-Rappellers Drop In

A helicopter rappel crew from Idaho dropped in on Rawlins for a couple of weeksto help out with
fire suppression efforts. While there, the heli-rappellers conducted some of their regular training
exercisesin the skies above Rawlins.

The crew, known as the Price Valley (Idaho) Heli-Rappellers (Payette National Forest), operates
out of aBell 250 helicopter, a“ Super Huey.” The craft can carry six rappellers plus the pilot and
spotter. The spotter isthe most highly-trained and qualified crew member, responsible for getting
the rappellers out of the helicopter and then performing the “ cargo letdown procedure” in which
the tools and supplies the crew needs are lowered from the ship. Two crew members rappel at a
time, carrying their personal gear in backpacks. The helicopter hovers between 175 and 200 feet
during the rappelling procedure. The helicopter also carries a 300-gallon water tank for dropping
water on the fire. The aircraft uses a snorkel to suck the water into the tank from water sources.

The rappel crew isan initial attack force, rappelling into areas where a helicopter can’t safely
land. Whenever possible, however, the helicopter lands before the crew exits the aircraft. Before
its stay in Rawlins, the crew had been on firesin Utah, |daho, Wyoming, and Arizona.
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Rappeling crew trains near Rawlings.




