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CFC Campaign Chili
Cook-0ff 2003

The 2003 Combined Federal
Campaign started September 15. The
“kickoff” fundraisng event wasthe
Chili Cook-off, held September 17in
theaircraft hangar, and it wasfun and
successful! Twelve potsof chili vied
for votesfrom about 80 “tasters,” who
donated $2.00 each to taste and vote
onthechilis. Theevent generated
$163.00, which will be donated to the
|daho Foodbank Warehouse, and
morethan $1,300in pledge cardswere
turnedin.

First prizeof
a$25.00 gift
certificateto
Chili’s
restaurant
went to Pam
Douglas
(NPS) with
her “Green
Chili.”
Second place
wasatie
between Ed
Hollenshead
(FS) with
“Ed’ sFederal Offense Chili” and Carl
Hair’s(BLM) “Neat and Sweet Chili.”
Third placewasaso atie, between
Scott Cochrane’ s(FS) “Not-So-White
Chili” and Darrell Huston’s(NWS)
“Homemade Chili.” Honorable
mentionwent to LauraBarclay (BLM)
for her “ldahot Chili.” Everyonehad
an opportunity to completeachili trivia
quiz towin door prizes.

bid at the Slent Auction.

Holiday towels and candy
were among the items up for

Congratulationsto Bob Dukart (BLM) for
answering al thequiz questionscorrectly, andto
Betty Percival, thewinner of our participant
door prize. Plansareinplaceto havethis
event next year —so be sureto comewith chili
potsand spoonsinhand! (Nexttimewe
promiseto have beverages.)

Specid thanksto our chili chefs, andto all those
who hel ped make the event asuccess!

Three other eventswere planned for thisyear's
campaign. TheAnnual CFC Bake Sdlewas
held on September 25, the popular Silent
Auction on October 2, and the Directors’ Car
Wash on October 9. Contact your
Coordinator with questionsand donations.

PatriciaReinsch, NPS (x5201)
TeresaWedey, BIA (x5368)
LauraBarclay, BLM (x5711)
Susan Wines, NWS (334-9823)
Shelley Steen, FS (x5100)
Kymberly Oliver, FWS (x5595)

Emma Gomez-Salinas, Laurie Jakubowski,
Sarah Gale, and Gayle Silton wait to bid on
auction items.
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JFallen, Remembered. and Appreciated!

By Dennis Watkins

| recently attended amemoria servicefor Randy to Native Americans. For thetribeto makethis
Harmon, acontract helicopter pilot with Superior gestureto Randy’ sfamily, struck something deep
Helicopter. Randy wasflyingontheMcGinnisFire, insdeme. Growing up around the Nez Perce
ontheColvilleIndian ReservationinWashington. Reservation, and going to school with friendswho
Randy’ shelicopter crashed after makingawater drop  lived onthereservation, | understand theimportance
onthefire. and significance of what thetribedid.

Therewas something that happened at thememorial So often | hear firefighters say that no one caresthat
sarvicethat | wantedtotalk about. Self admittedly,|  weareout theredoing what wedo. That they aren’t
amnot apersonwhoiseasily impressed. What | appreciated for thework they do. Inthelast couple
heard and observed at that servicemadea of years, | havebeen on several fireswherel
deepimpressionon me. Therewasaman have seen sgnsup saying thingslike:

who spoke at the service who represented “Thank youfirefighters’ and“Weare
theColville Tribe. Thisman spokeof the gladyoucame.” | wasgladthat

fact that thispilot left hishomeand family, someonewent to theeffort. But |

and sacrificed hislife, intheattempt to haveto admit that, even though |
savelivesand property of peoplehe saw thesigns, inmy mind, | didn’t
didn’'t even know. Randy didn’t know think therewasalot of meaning
anyoneintheColvilleTribe, and didn’t behindit.

haveany tiestothetribe. Yet, therehe
was.

What | saw, and heard, and felt,
during that presentation, made
meredlizethat thereareinfact a
lot of people out therethat do
truly appreciatethework that we
do, and in some cases, the
sacrificesthat are made.

Attheconclusion of thetalk, thetribe
presented thefamily, wifeLinda, son
Logan, and daughter Cassandra, witha
blanket and an eaglefeather. Some of
you may not know, but the eagle
feather hasavery sgnificant meaning

In memory of those who lost their lives.
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Oshkosh, b’gosh!

The Department of the Interior (DOI) soared into
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, on July 28, 2003, for the
nation’ slargest aviation air show, the Experimental
Aircraft Association’s(EAA) AirVenture. The
Bureauof IndianAffairs,
Bureau of Land Management,
National Park Service, and
FishandWildlife Service
staffed abooth and provided
public contact for DOI
aviation.

Thissummer wastheDOI’s
secondtriptoAirVenture. It's
agreat opportunity totalk to
the public about the many
waysthe DOI usesaircraft.
Thisyear wasexceptional
becauseit’ sthe 100™ year of
powered flight. TheWright
brothers first flight took place
at Kitty Hawk, North
Carolina, on December 17,
1903. An estimated 770,000
visitorsattended, and the show
also attracted 11,000 aircraft
ontheground at Oshkosh and
thesurrounding area.

Alittlehistory lesson. .. Wilbur and OrvilleWright
begantheir missontofly in Dayton, Ohio, in 1900.
Thefirst step toward thefamousWright Flyer
began with the construction of aglider. Afterthe
glider wasmastered, design and construction began
for theair frame, engine, and propellers. Charlie
Taylor, amachinist hiredtorunthe Wright brothers
bicycle shop, devel oped the enginefrom Wilbur
and Orville sideasand their motor invention that
drovethelineshaft for thebicycles. Fight testing
was conducted at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina,
because of the secluded |ocation, clear and rain-
freedaysof thefal, favorable
winds, and most importantly the
mile-wide beachwhichincluded
abarehill 80feet high.

F-4 on the runway.

TheWright Flyer wascompletedin June1903. The
glider weighed just over 600 pounds, withits179-
pound, 12 horsepower engine. Theaircraft's
wingspanwas40feet, 4 inches.

At 10:35am., December 17, 1903,
OrvilleWright fired uptheengineand
launched thefirst manned, sustained,
powered flight lasting about 12
secondsand traveling an estimated
120feet. Wilbur thengaveitatry
and surpassed hisbrother’ sdistance
by about 75 feet. Wilbur’ ssecond
flight lasted nearly afull minuteand a
distance of morethan 850 feet. That
wasthefourthand last flight onthis
historic day.

Powered flight has changed
immensdly sincetheWright brothers.
Aircraft are used for so many
different operationsinthegovernment
andcivilianworlds. DOI agencies
useaircraft for missonsincluding
aerid firefighting operations, disaster
response, wildlifesurveys, rangeand
forest management, photo mapping,
search and rescue, law enforcement,
radio tracking surveys, camplogistics, and
reconnaissance, just to nameafew. Theagenciesuse
severd different aircraft including both rotor and fixed
wing to accommodatetheir uniquemissions.

EAA AirVentureisanimpressiveair show! All types
of aircraft (hencethe host’ sname—Experimenta
Aircraft Association) arebrought intofly at the show

Continued on paget

Wright Flyer, 1903
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Educational Efforts on the Front Line

Recognizing and supporting the national effort to
convey themessage of fire education, mitigation, and
prevention, the DOI hasbeeninvolved with the
Student ConservationAssociation (SCA) Fire
Education Corpsteamsand internssince 2001.

The SCA Fire Education Corpsbegan asapilot
programin 2001 with seven teamsin two statesand
has grown exponentially to thisyear’ sprogram of
58teamsin 22 states! 1n 2003, the BIA, BLM,
NPS, and FWSfunded over 150internship
positionsin 54 sitesin 21 states! A Siteeither hasa
team of 3-4 primarily college-aged volunteer interns
or onespecidly trainedindividua placementintern
who work with the hosting agency and community

Claire De Dominicis, Individual Placement intern in Flagstaff,
AZ, participated, like the other Corpsinterns, in a variety of
media and local events to communicate directly with the

members of the communities.

onvarioussite specific objectives.
Astrained wildland fireeducatorsand from around

theworld, the Corpsteamsbridgetheeffortsof the | 1'SYear steams.

» communicated with the public by participatingin
local events;

Teams | #of Interns « performed fuelsreduction demonstration projects;
BIA 12 40 * gavepresentationsto community organizations,
LM i homeowner associations, and schools; N
* performed door-to-door canvassing of communities
FWS 4 16 withintheWildland Urban Interface (WUI); and,
NPS 28 * providedfreeproperty evauations.
AnchorageD | 1 ! Team member, Adam Wilson of thethird-year siteCarson
TOTAL 30 125 City, Nevada, said, “Werecognizethevalueand
importancein what we are doing here and enjoy the
Individual Placement I nterns work.”
BlA 3 Continued on pageb
BLM 2
NPS 19
Anchorage FD 1
CSFS 2
DOI 1
TOTAL 28

communities, tribesand
agenciesintaking an activeroleintheNationa Fire
Plan’ sWildland Urban Interface (WUI) program. The
Corpsteamsgeneraly work inan areafor three
monthsto devel op and implement loca
education and mitigation programs.
With the support of thehosting
agency or tribe, SCA joinsforces
withtheloca firedepartments
among other partnersto heighten
awarenessand reducewildland
firerisks.

SCA interns work directly with homeowners during a
routine home evaluation. The focus of evaluationsis to
educate homeowners about creating defensible space
around their homes.
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Continued from page4

Other specidty teamsor individua placement
internsworked for 6 —12 monthson specific site
objectives such as performing prescribed burns,
using Geographic Information System (GIS)

technol ogy to map entirecommunities, actively
managing, ng, and reducing fuel loads,
among variousother projects. Individua placement
interns Stephanie Straziser and Jason Gerard are
working withtheBIA Confederated Salishand
Kootenai Tribesto use Gl Stechnology to map fuel
loadsand do firemonitoring until June of 2004.

After assistingintheWestern Governor’s
Association’ s(WGA) Conferenceheldin Missoula,

MT by talking about the GI Stechnology, Gerard During community fuels reduction projects, SCA interns work
said, “1 think peopleareinterested inthetechnology ~ Side by side with homeowners and community partners to
of Gl Shecausetheinformation from the datawe increase the defensible space around homes.

collect can be beneficia to many peopl e because of
itsusefulnessand accuracy.” Themapsgenerated
from theinformation Gerard and other Corps
internscollect will beutilized by theloca agencies,
tribes, and organi zationsto replace existing mapsor
begin effortsto map WUI communitiesand lands
for further mitigation efforts.

Inadditionto personaly communicatingwith
communitiesabout therolefire playswithin our
natural world, the Corpsa so promotesthe
collaborative effortsof local, state, federal, and
tribal organizationsaong with communitiesand
privateland ownersto mitigatethe socid,
economic, and environmental lossesresulting from
unwantedfire,

Havingled an SCA team working onthree FWS
Refugesin Minnesotathissummer, Jeremy Avegno
said, “1 would definitely do theprogram again. It
has opened up so many new job opportunitiesin
thefirefieldfor me!” The SCA experienceproves
to beagrowing opportunity for al of theinterns,
agencies, communities, and organi zationsinvol ved.
Roy Clark, ahomeowner who had hisNevada
home evaluated by the Corpswrote, “ Pleasetakea
bow and continue spreading theword. And thanks,
from our homeowners, bobcats,
deer, about 70 speciesof birds,
mountain lion and raccoons.”
Thecyclecontinues...

Sephanie Sraser, Montana Fuels intern assisting in WGA

conference, explains the application of GIS technology for

fire management and structural evaluation to Gale Norton,
Secretary of the Interior.
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Third Time’'s a Charm...
by Jenn D’ Emillio

Thisyear marksmy third SCA Fire Education Corps
internship. Initsinaugural season, | wasateam
member stationed in Boiseto educate homeowners
about wildland fireand thewaysinwhich they could
reducethe potential risk their propertieswerein. Last
year, | wasthe Lead Mediainternfor theentire
program, which consi sted of coordinating themedia
effort of theteams, handling program-widemediaand
attending meetingswithimportant politica figures
when they metinthefield with teams. Both of these
internshipsallowed meto gain theknowledge and
skills, aswell asgiving methe opportunity to prove
my capabilities, for thepositionthat | currently hold.

AstheNational Park Service (NPS)’' sFire
Communicationsintern at the National I nteragency
Fire Center (NIFC), | am surrounded by theinner
workingsof thewildland fireworld. Here, | have
many different projectsthat | work on. One of the
first thingsthat | wasresponsiblefor wasto createa
fact sheet for NPS snew Chief of Fireand Aviation,
Edy Rhodes. | alsoreceived thetraining necessary to
fill infor thewebmaster of the Fireand Aviation
webpage, for timeswhen shewould beon fireduty or
out of theoffice. Travelingto variousNationa Parks
hasalso been apart of my position. | visited
Sequoia-Kings Canyonto gothroughNPS's
interpretationtraining. Most recently, | visited Big

----------------------------------

Continued from page 3

or areparked for display. A few of theaircraft include
theAirbus(also caledtheBeluga), fighter jets,
warbirds, stunt planes, homebuilt aircraft, classics,
antiques, ultralights, and rotorcraft. Every afternoon

DOI aviation booth.

Big Cypress National Preserve in Florida received two
GyroTracs to be used for mechanical fuels reduction
efforts, fire break construction, removal of exotics and
maintenance of roads. D’Emillio attended the arrival
and training sessions of these machines.

CypressNational Preservein order to obtain footage
and report back to thefolksat NIFC about new
mechanical fuelsreduction machinery that was
received by the Preserve, followed by an in-depth
traning.

My experiencesthrough SCA’s Fire Education Corps
will remainwithmefor al of my life. Thethingsthat |
havelearned, not only skills, but alsomy own
persond development, will hdpmeinfulfillingmy
career goa, towork asaFire Ecologist, aswell as
persond godls.

-------------------------------

B-17 in-flight during warbird air show.

thereisanair show withal typesof aircraft, from
early air racersto historical airplanes.

TheDOI plansto participateinAirVenture again next
year. It sagreat opportunity to show themissions
and capabilitiesof the DOI aviation program, b’ gosh!



