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BLM Medford District

President Bush inspectsthe SquiresFire
All photographs taken by John Craig, BLM Oregon Sate Office

On Thursday, August 22, President George W. Bush toured the Squiresfireinthe
BLM’sMedford, Oregondistrict. Accompanied by Interior Secretary Gale Norton,
Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman, BLM Director Kathleen Clarke, and State
Director Elaine Brong, the President emphasi zed the need to conduct forest thinning,
fuelsreduction, and related National Fire Plan projects. During hisvisit, the President
announced the“Healthy Forests-An Initiativefor Wil dfire Prevention and Stronger
Communities”

AN Rex Mann,
) southwest Oregon
() AreaCommander,
N updated President
Al - Bushonthecurrent
(q\| . firedtuaionwhen
Ui "~ hearriveda the
= Medford airport.
@) ThePresidentaso
=S received abriefing
<E about the
hazardousfue
. . reduction program
# % - intheareaby Ron
Wenker, BLM
Medford District President Bush is presented with mementos from his tour of the Squires
Manager. The fire. (Left to Right) Elaine Brong, BLM Oregon/Washington Sate
President toured Director, Kathleen Clarke, BLM Director, President Bush, and Ron
the Squiresfire Wenker, BLM Medford District Manager.

(@bout 15miles
south of Medford) to seefirsthand the effectsof awildland firein areasthat had been
treated with hazardousfuel reduction projects compared with untreated areas.
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At the Jackson
County
Fairgrounds,
President Bush
thanked
firefighters,
highlighted the
needfor hedthy
forests, and
emphasizedthe
benefitstothe
environmentand
theeconomy of a
sound federa
forest management
policy.

The state of
Oregon’s 2002
wildlandfire
season ismarked asone of theworst inrecorded history. The Squiresfirebeganon
Saturday, July 13, 2002 with alightning strike on Squires Peak about 15 miles southeast
of Medford. Sixty milestothewest, that samelightning storm sparked what later would
becomethehalf-million acre Biscuit fire. The Oregon Department of Forestry , which
provideswildland fire prevention, detection, and suppression for the Bureau of Land
Management in western Oregon responded to the Squiresfireand began managing a
firethat had the potential to grow to 25,000 acres.

President Bush addresses an audience of more than 5,000 at the Jackson
County Fairgrounds.
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The Squiresfireburned througha
mosai ¢ of oak woodlands, brush
fidldsand forested areas. Under
theNational Fire Plan, the Bureau
of Land Management had
previousy managed some of these
areastoreducethehighfire
hazard that built up over decades
of fireexcluson. Fud hazard
reduction activitiesincluded
mechanica and manua brush

remova, pre-commercia and
Ron Wenker, Medford District Manager and President commercia thinning of trees, and
Bush watch two firefighters extinguish a hotspot. prescribed burning. Initial
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observationson the effect of thesetreatmentson
firebehavior have shown significant pogtive
results

* FireBehavior - Firebehavior wassignificantly
altered upon entering areasthat had been
managed to reducefuels. Intreated areas, the
firewasmorelikely toremain ontheground as
theladder fuelsthat helpthefireclimbinto
treetopswerenolonger available.

* Safety - Treated areas created safety zonesfor
firefighterswho were ableto directly attack
groundfires. By using direct attack ontheedge

(q\| of thefire, the potential size of thefirewasgrestly
(@) reduced.
o
N President Bush announces his Healthy ~ * Suppression Effectiveness—QOregon
N'" Forests Initiative at the site of the Department of Forestry firefighterswereableto
Al Squires Fire. quickly stop many spot firesintreated areasthat
may otherwise haverapidly consumed large
'G'S numbersof acres.
-]
g’ « Fire Effects- Overall tree
mortdity wasgresatly reducedin
<E many treated stands. Mortality

wasnot diminated. Weather,
topography, and time of day
continueto haveatremendous
effect onfirebehavior and can
elevatefireactivity inthesestands.
Thefud conditionsin adjacent
untreated stands can a so reduce
the effectivenessof fuel streatment.

In southwest Oregon, BLM has

been planning on-the-ground At the Squires fire, President Bush and Ron Wenker,
projectsat thelandscape scaleto BLM Medford District Manager walk through an
meet comprehensivenatura unthinned burned area.

resourcegoas. Treatment
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objectivesfor forest health, wildlifeand aquatic
habitat enhancement, and fire hazard reduction are
incorporated into landscape projects.

Traditiondly, federa timber sdlesmaximized
economic return and production of wood and
fiber. Today’sprojectsusetimber salesasatool
to meet large-scalerestoration goals. Landscape
projectsnow cover much more acreagethan
traditiona sales, making it economically feasblefor
timber companiestoremoveprimarily smaller
trees, which condtitute the biggest fire hazard.
Project tracking at the BLM Medford District
showsthat the average diameter of thetrees

(q\| removed inthisprocessisabout 13inchesin
(@) diameter, substantialy lessthanthe 21 inches
() averagediameter of treesremoved during the
(Q\ 1980s. Current projectsremoveabout five President Bush is briefed by Luis
C\l‘ thousand board feet per acre, compared to 26.6 Ramirez and Steve Armitage of the
A thousand board feet per acre during the 1980s. BLM Medford District on how fuel
hazard treatments reduced the damage
.%5 Southwestern Oregon has 26 communitiesthat to the landscape at the Squires fire.
havebeenidentified ashavingahighwildlandfire
g) risk. Thesecommunitiesat risk have morethan 26,000 homesintermixed with heavy,
fire-pronevegetation. The BLM hasbegun fuel treatmentsin or adjacent to 23 of these
< communities. The Oregon
Department of Forestry has
established acost-sharefuel
trestment programto assist

landownersin 18 communities.

Since 1995 the Medford District
hasactively beenthinningwith
funding supplied by the Forest
Ecosystem Health and Recovery
Fund Programto commercialy
treat thousands of acres. These
fundsareusedtotreat forestsin

risk of catastrophicfireor other
President Bush meets with Jerald Hanson and David forest healthissues, mostly rdated

Goodnough, two firefighters from the Squiresfire.
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to densestands. Theareawhere
President Bushvisited onthe
Squiresfire, wherethefirewas
possibleto control, had received
severd project treatments made
possible by thisfunding source
between 1996-2001.

TheMedford District received
$8.6 millioninNationa FirePlan
fundsin 2002, whichisbeing used

to complete more than 23,000
acresof fud treatments. President Bush participates in Squires fire briefing
Addittionally, an aggressive with Ann Veneman, Agriculture Secretary and Gale
SOV : Norton, Secretary of the Interior.

(q\| . commercid thinning programis

(@) *underway to reduce stand density

- - incommercial forest stands.

(Q\ :

N“ . Since2001, 19 communitiesand severa non-profit organizationsin southwestern

Al - Oregon havereceived 29 grantsfor atotal of $4.3 million. The Oregon Department of

Forestry isusing $2.25 millionin National Fire Plan fundsto assist morethan 640
individua landownersin creating defensi ble space and fire-safe accessaround homes
and schoolsin 18 communities.

Contact: Karen Gillespie, BLM Medford District public affairs officer, (541) 618-2424

Interior Secretary Gale Norton is briefed on rural-
urban interface issues in southwest Oregon by BLM
Medford District Manager Ron Wenker.




