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Eastern Sates

Juniper Inlet Natural Area

Eighty six acres surrounding the picturesque Jupiter
lighthousein northern Palm Beach County, Florida
reverted to the Bureau of Land Management inJuly,
1996, after over 100 years of use by the U.S. Coast
Guard. TheBLM isnow working with Palm Beach
County Department of Environmental Resources
Management, the South FloridaWater M anagement
District and other local partnersto managethisurban ~ BLM'sJupiter Lighthouse tract
“idand” of scrub, mangrove, and hardwood tropical

hammock. Thistract isthefourth largest Floridascrub tract remaining inthe County.

Sengitive vegetation communitiesand the presence of
18 specia status speci es prompted designation of the
northern 54 acresof thetract asan Areaof Critical
Environmental Concernin 1996, afirstfor BLM in
theeast. A planwasdeveloped with publicinput to
guide management of thetract for the next ten years.
Intheupland scrub, thisincluded the reintroduction of
fire, animportant el ement for many of thescrub-
dependent special statusplants. Itasoincluded an
aggressive exotic speciesremoval program.

Public notice about Jupiter

Thegoa of thefirst controlled burn wasto
reducethepossibility of adestructive
wildfirewhichwould threaten propertiesin
thearea, and toimprove habitat for wildlife.
Theinitial burn encompassed 5.3 acresin
the northeast portion of the Jupiter tract. A
second prescribed burnisnow planned and
isexpected to takeplaceearly in FY 2002.
Each year thissite hasbeen selected asa
National Public LandsDay site, and over
100l ocal studentshave come out and
assisted with exotic plant removal (such as
audrdianpine).

Initial prescribed burn site
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Wyoming
Heli-RappellersDrop In

A helicopter rappel crew from Idaho dropped in on Rawlins for a couple of weeksto help
out with fire suppression efforts. While there, the heli-rappellers conducted some of their
regular training exercises in the skies above Rawlins.

The crew, known as the Price Valley (Idaho) Heli-Rappellers (Payette National Forest),
operates out of a Bell 250 helicopter, a“ Super Huey.” The craft can carry six rappellers
plusthe pilot and spotter. The spotter isthe most highly-trained and qualified crew
member, responsible for getting the rappellers out of the helicopter and then performing
the “cargo letdown procedure” in which the tools and supplies the crew needs are
lowered from the ship. Two crew members rappel at atime, carrying their personal gear
in backpacks. The helicopter
hovers between 175 and 200
feet during therappelling
procedure. The helicopter also
carries a 300-gallon water tank
for dropping water on the fire.
The aircraft uses a snorkel to
suck the water into the tank
from water sources.

Therappel crew isaninitial
attack force, rappellinginto
areas where a helicopter can't
safely land. Whenever possible,
however, the helicopter lands
before the crew exits the
aircraft. Beforeits stay in
Rawlins, the crew has been on
firesin Utah, Idaho, Wyoming,
andArizona.

Rappeling crew trainsnear
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Colorado

CountiesPlan for Wildfire

Twenty-two Colorado countiesare devel oping comprehensivefire planswith the help of
Bureau of Land Management grantstofiveindividua countiesand three organizations
serving multiplecounties. When
completed the county fireplanswill guide
decisonsmade by cooperating landown-
ersand agenciesabout wildland fire
management. Seamlessfiremanagement
acrossadminigtrative, jurisdictional, and
ownership boundarieswill beeasier.

TheColorado legidaturein 2000
changed the county sheriffs wildlandfire
respong bilitiesfrom preventionand
suppressionto management. (In

COl OI’&dO, the ma| ffS pI’OVi def| re BLM md County p| anners Coord| nateon
protection on non-Federal lands.) The

change substantially increased the complexity of thesheriffs jobs. Now they may
engageinawholerangeof firemanagement actionsincluding hazardousfuel sreduc-
tions, fire education, and wildland urban interface wildfire preparedness.

The samelaw authorized and encouraged countiesto prepare plansthat would help
coordinatefiremanagement. Thelegidation provided afoundation for seamless,
interagency firemanagement. TheBLM hascompleted firemanagement for al lands
that the agency managesin Colorado. TheNational Fire Plan requiresclose coordina-
tion and cooperation between Federal agenciesand local authoritiesand landowners.
Recognizing that acomprehens ve, countywidefire management plan covering al lands
including Federd lands meetsthese needs, the BLM madefinancia, material, and
technical assstanceavailableto support county efforts.

Planningiswell underway. On November 26, Colorado county fire plannerswill meet
in Colorado Springsjust beforethewinter meeting of Colorado Counties, Inc. (An
association of Colorado County Commissioners.) CCI, theBLM, and the Colorado
State Forest Service are sponsoring the planners’ meeting. Thefirst comprehensive
county fireplan drafts should beready early in 2002.
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Deer Haven Ranch

TheRoyal Gorge Field Office (BLM), in Canon City, Colorado compl eted the Deer
Haven Mechanical FuelsTreatment Project in August of 2001.

The project areacovered approximately 410 acreswheremechanical treatmentswere
used to reduce hazardousfuel sthat had accumul ated over many years. The project
was also designed to improve habitat
for elk, muledeer and turkey in addition
toimproving forage conditionsfor
livestock.

Mechanica treatment inthenumerous
meadow complexesinthe Deer Haven
arearemoved young ponderosapine,
pinyon pine, juniper and whitefir trees
that had invaded the meadows.
Maintenance of the meadows insures
that fuel breaksarein placeintheevent of acatastrophic fire and hel psreduce ladder
fuelsintheunderstory. Transplantsof saleable ponderosapineswereremoved prior
to mechanical treatment. Thetreatment consisted of using hand-held chainsawsto cut
and dash theundesirablevegetation. Additional mechanical trestmentsand prescribed
burning are planned in thefutureto
continuewith thefuel streatment
programinthisarea.

Encroachment of young treesinto Deer

TheBLM acquired the4,900 acre
Deer Haven RanchfromtheMeéllon
Foundation and the Conservation
Fund several yearsago. Thetwo
organizations purchased the Deer
Haven RanchfromtheResolution
Trust Corporation and donated the
landtothe BLM to providesignificant
wildlife, riparian and wetland habitat, recreation opportunities, protect scenic quality and
to improve stewardship and accessto adjoining publicland. The devel opment of
adjacent privatelandsinto subdivisions has necessitated increased fuel sreduction efforts
ontheranch.

Steafter fuds
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American Red Cross Teamswith BLM

American Red Crossvolunteersare working with the Colorado State Forest Servicein
western Colorado to promote community wildfire preparedness. TheBureau of Land
Management and Forest Service providefunds, training support, and other assistance.
Trained VVolunteers hel p landowners decide on wil dfire hazard mitigation and teach
wildland urbaninterfaceresi dentsabout wildland fireand how to livesafely withit.

Red Crossvolunteerstrained at Cedaridge, Coloradointhebasicsof FIREWISE
landscaping and buil ding construction and community-based fire education methods.
They shadowed astateforester to learn more about how to hel p residents preparetheir
families, homes, and landscapesto survivewildfireand now areworking in severa
interfacecommunities.

Theexperiencesof theseVolunteers
arethebagisfor training curriculum
development incommunity wildfire
preparednessand hazard mitigation
education. Red Crosswill usethe
curriculumtotranVolunteersin
Colorado and el sewhere.

TheBureau of Land Management
providesfunding and expertiseto Red
Crossfor curriculum development

: and volunteer logistical support.
Red Crossvolunteersreceivetrainingtohelp  BLM FireMitigation Education
Specidlists, sate forestersand
volunteers coordinatework on
federd landsand nei ghboring communities supporting local education efforts. TheBLM
and USFS providefunding to the Colorado State Forest Serviceto help financeaRed
Crossprogram coordinator for education effortsinthewildland urbaninterface.

Red Crossworkswith nelghborhood |eadership and the sheriff and rura fire depart-
ments. Volunteersserveasthe“armsandlegs’ of thefireagencies. They organize
community education meetingswhere agency specidiststeachfirebehavior, fire
ecology, and adviseon hazard mitigation. They organize hazard mitigation demonstra-
tions, monitor progress, watch for problemsand help find solutions, and do other things
needed to reduce thewildfirethreat on aneighborhood scale. The successof the
program has spawned requestsfrom American Red Cross chaptersand fire managersin
other statesfor training and ass stancein establishing smilar programs.
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